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PREFACE 


G REAT men, it has been said, are like great 
mountains, of whose altitude we can form 
no just conception until we view them 
from a distance. Certain it is that, with the flight 
of time, interest in all that relates to the Man of 
Destiny, so far from showing any signs of decline, 
seems only to increase ; and during the past two 
decades English and American readers have not 
only been invited to study in detail almost every 
phase of that amazing career, but also those of 
the Empress Josdphine, the Duke of Reichstadt, 
Queen Hortense, Jerome Bonaparte, Eugene de 
Beauharnais, Talleyrand, and others who played 
a more or less important part in the life of 
Napoleon. 

Yet, strangely enough, though Napoleon has 
been presented to them, in turn, as military cadet, 
soldier, conqueror, statesman, lover, husband, 
father, exile, and captive, as a son and a brother 
he is still comparatively unknown ; and, with the 
single exception of a translation of a monograph 
on Letizia Bonaparte by the Norwegian historian, 
Madame Tschudi, there is not, so far as I am 
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aware, any work in our language which professes 
to deal in an adequate manner with his mother or 
either of his three sisters — lilisa, Pauline, and 
Caroline. 

Such neglect is the more singular, since all four 
women were, in their several ways, striking person- 
alities, and the strange vicissitudes which they 
underwent, and the momentous events with which 
their names are associated, make the story of 
their lives one of the greatest possible interest. 

That this has been fully recognised by French 
writers is evident from the attention which has 
been devoted to them of recent years. Baron 
Larrey, son of the celebrated surgeon-in-chief of 
the Grand Army, has written the life of Madame 
Mere , in two bulky volumes of the highest 
interest and value, though the panegyrical tone 
adopted by the author detracts not a little from 
the pleasure of their perusal. M. Paul Mar- 
mottan is responsible for two works on Elisa; 
the first ( Elisa Bonaparte ), a narrative of her 
life up to the establishment of the Empire ; the 
second (les Arts en Toscane sons NapoUon: la 
Princesse Blisd), a sumptuously-illustrated quarto 
dealing with her patronage of the arts during her 
rule at Lucca and Florence ; while M. E. Rodo- 
canachi, in his jSlisa Napoleon ( Baciocchi ) en 
Italic, describes the same period of her career, 
from a more general point of view, Pauline 
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has found a biographer, though it must be 
confessed, a somewhat credulous one, in M. 
Henri d’Almdras {Une Amoureuse : Pauline 
Bonaparte) ; and Caroline, in company with her 
sisters, has provided M. Joseph Turquan with 
material for another of his entertaining, if not very 
discriminating, chronicles (les Soeurs de NapoUoii). 
Finally, M. Freddric Masson, in his great, 
though as yet unfinished, vtark (. Napol&on et sa 
famille ) deals exhaustively, and with rigid im- 
partiality, with both mother and daughters, and 
cleans away much previous misconception con- 
cerning them. 

It will therefore, I think, be admitted that the 
present volumes, in which I have endeavoured 
to give a full and unprejudiced history of the 
Women Bonapartes, call for no apology ; and I 
may even venture to believe that, whatever their 
shortcomings, they will be welcomed by ' the 
English and American public as an attempt to 
fill a place in our Napoleonic literature which has 
been too long vacant. 

In conclusion, I must take this opportunity of 
acknowledging my obligations to the works 
above mentioned — particularly to those of M. 
Frdddric Masson and Baron Larrey — as well 
as to M. Colonna de Cesari Rocca’s le Nid de 
V Aigle, Mr. Oscar Browning’s Napoleon: The 
First Phase , and MM. Jules Chavanon and 
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Georges Saint-Yves’s Joachim Murat. Most 
of the other authorities, both contemporary and 
modern, which I have had occasion to consult are 
mentioned either in the text or the foot-notes. 

I must also tender my thanks to Mr. Whitman 
and other officials of the British Museum Print 
Room, for their kind assistance in the selection of 
several of the illustrations. 

H. NOEL WILLIAMS 

London 

October , 1908 
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CHAPTER I 

Lelizia Ramolino — History of the Bonaparlcs of Corsica— Carlo 
Bonaparte — His marriage with Lelizia Ramolino — Birth of 
Joseph Bonaparte — Lelizia and the confessor at Baslia — 
Enthusiasm of Carlo Bonaparte for Paoli and the cause of 
Corsican independence — Cession of the island to France — 
The Bonaparlcs at Corte — Outbreak of the war between the 
Corsican patriots and France — Courage of Letizia, who follows 
her husband throughout the war — Adventures of the Bona- 
partes after the battle of Ponte-Nuovo — Carlo Bonaparte 
makes his submission to France. 

AT the beginning of the fifth decade of the 
eighteenth century, there was living at 
Ajaccio, in Corsica, a young man named 
Gian Geronimo Ramolino. He came of a family 
of Lombard origin, branches of which had settled 
at Florence, Naples, and Genoa, and it was 
from the last-named city that his ancestors had 
emigrated to Corsica, towards the end of the 
fifteenth century. Since the treaty of Cateau- 
Cambresis, in 1559, the island had belonged to 
Genoa, and Gian Ramolino obtained a commission 
in the army of that republic. He proved himself 
an excellent officer, and the ability he displayed 
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as an engineer impressed his superiors so favour- 
ably that, in May 1750, he received the post of 
inspector-general of roads and bridges in Corsica. 

Four years earlier, on February 2, 1745, 1 2 the 
young soldier had taken unto himself a wife, one 
Angela Maria Pietra- Santa, a member of an 
old Corsican family, originally of Sartine, near 
Ajaccio. Of this marriage, three children were 
born : two girls and a boy. The elder daughter 
died in infancy, and of the son little or nothing 
seems to be known ; but the younger daughter, 
Maria Letizia, the date of whose birth was long 
a matter of dispute, but is now generally given 
as 1750/ was destined to achieve immortality as 
the mother of the greatest military genius that 
the world has seen. 

In 175J, when his little daughter was five years 
old, Gian Ramolino died, and, five years later, his 
widow married Franz Fesch, a member of a 
Swiss family and a captain of Genoese, marines, 
who had abjured Pjptestantism in order to obtain 
her hand. The children of this marriage were a 
girl, who became the wife of a compatriot of her 
father named Burkly, and a boy, J oseph, celebrated 
in after years as Cardinal Fesch. 

In the South, girls mature early; at thirteen, 
Letizia Ramolino seems to have been, by common 
consent, one of the most beautiful maidens in 

1 And not on May 20, 1743, as several historians state. 

2 According to the Alnianac/i imperial for 1815, she ivas bom 
on August 4, 1750. 
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Corsica ; and her motlier and stepfather had 
already begun to look about them for a suitable 
husband. She had a wealth of sunny chestnut 
hair, dark eyes, a well-formed, though rather long 
nose, a beautiful mouth and pretty white teeth, 
small and exquisitely modelled ears, hands and 
feet, and a slightly prominent chin, which indi- 
cated firmness of character. Her figure, though 
somewhat below middle height, was perfect and 
her carriage easy and graceful. Altogether, a 
most alluring damsel. 

The young lady’s education had been sadly 
neglected ; but what of that ? One did not culti- 
vate blue-stockings in Corsica. She could read 
and write ; she knew a little — a very little — Latin; 
that was all. Of any modern tongue but her 
own, of music or of art, her ignorance was pro- 
found. For the rest, she was devout, at least 
outwardly, as were all Corsican women, though not 
extravagantly so; a little superstitious, believing in 
the power of the evil eye, fairies, and so forth, and 
a good — that is to say, a submissive — daughter. 

A suitor for the hand of the fair Letizia was 
not long in presenting himself. About the year 
1490, 1 an Italian mercenary named Francesco di 
Bonaparte 2 had come to the recently founded 

1 And not in 1529, which is the date given by several writers. 
His name appears in the list of the town-guard for the year 1490 
preserved in the Archives of Genoa. 

2 The correct orthography is, of course, Buonaparte, but we 
propose to use the gallicized form of the name adopted by 
Napoleon in 1796. 
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Genose colony of Ajaccio, not in the quality of 
“ captain-commandant of the Genoese troops,” as 
several genealogists have stated, but as a simple 
cross-boivman of the town-guard. This Francesco 
di Bonaparte was a descendant of a family which 
came, like the Ramoiini, from Lombardy, whence 
they removed to Tuscany, and branches of them 
subsequently settled at San Minis. to, Genoa, Pisa, 
Florence, and Sarzana. Francesco himself be- 
longed to the Sarzana branch, and his father 
Giovanni di Bonaparte had been syndic of that 
town. 

Francesco, who is styled in official documents 
"the Moor of Sarzana” or “Francesco Bonaparte, 
called the Moor, "either on account of an unusually 
swarthy complexion, or because he had served 
under Ludovico the Moor, Duke of Milan, 
resolved to settle in Corsica, and obtained a 
grant of land on the confines of the Genoese 
colony of Saulo della Pieve, in the district of 
San Giovanni. Some years before migrating to 
Corsica, he had married a certain Caterina di 
Castelletto, the daughter of an official of the 
Bank of San Giorgio, who bore him two children, 
a daughter, Antonia, and a son, Gabriele. This 
Gabriele was the ancestor in the ninth degree of 
Napoleon Bonaparte. 

During the sixteenth century, most of the 
Corsican Bonapartes of whom any record remains 
seem to have been soldiers. Gabriele followed 
his father's profession in his youth, though in his 
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later years he entered the priesthood, and in 
1582, when it is calculated he must have reached 
the patriarchal age of ninety-seven years, became 
arch-priest and canon of Ajaccio. We read also 
of an Antonio Bonaparte, likewise in the Genoese 
service, who was killed in an encounter with the 
Corsicans, who, having tied his dead body on his 
horse, with the head towards the crupper, drove 
the animal back to Ajaccio ; of an Anzio Bona- 
parte, who, in 1560, was despatched on an 
expedition to Cauro in pursuit of some banditti ; 
and of one Luca Bonaparte, a natural son of 
Francesco’s 3-ounger brother, Cesare, a corporal 
of the garrison of Ajaccio, concerning whom a 
tragic anecdote is related. 

In 1572, a certain Antonio Ornano quarrelled 
with and struck Luca in the street at Ajaccio. 
The latter laid his hand on his sword, but the 
companions of Ornano threw themselves upon 
him, and he was compelled to stomach the affront. 
Time passed, and the episode had been forgotten, 
when, one fine morning, Ornano was found mor- 
tally wounded on the threshold of his house, with 
his right hand pinned to the door-post by a 
poniard. From subsequent inquiries, there ap- 
pears to have been little doubt that his assassin 
was the man whom he had insulted several years 
before. 

1 After the close of the sixteenth century, the. 
history of the Bonapartes of Corsica seems to 
have been, on the whole, very uneventful. In 
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that land of unrest, in the midst of a turbulent 
and quarrelsome population, at a time when it 
was computed that two-thirds of the male inhabit- 
ants perished by violent deaths, they lived a 
tranquil and peaceful existence, giving' offence to 
none whom it was dangerous to offend, making 
prudent marriages, 1 educating their children’ with 
a care which showed that they had inherited, to 
some extent, the cultured taste of their Italian 
ancestors, and labouring incessantly for the in- 
crease of their patrimonies. They farmed their 
lands, traded in wine and oil, followed the pro- 
fessions of advocate or notary, and filled various 
public offices in Ajaccio. Prudent and peaceable, 
they took no active part in any political move- 
ment, but they frequently rendered good service 
to their adopted country ; and we find one Agos- 
tino Bonaparte, grandson of Francesco, erecting, 
at his own expense, a watch-tower on the coast 
near Ajaccio, to give warning of the approach of 
the dreaded Barbary corsairs. This tower long 
preserved the name of the “Tower of Bonaparte." 

In 1763, the head of the family was one Carlo 
Maria Bonaparte, a strikingly handsome youth of 
eighteen, 3 of courtly manners and quite unusual 

1 Among these alliances, the family was especially proud of the 
marriage of Giuseppe di Bonaparte, great-grandfather of Carlo 
Bonaparte, Napoleon’s father, with Maria Bozzi, the daughter of 
Gughelmo, lord of Bozzi, whose wife was a member of the Omano 
family. Through this marriage, some of the oldest blood in Corsica 
runs in the veins of the Bonapartes.— Rocca, le Nid dc I'Aigle. 

2 The date of Carlo Bonaparte’s birth, like that of Lctizia 
Ramolino, has been much disputed, and is impossible to fix with 
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culture, with “ a pretty taste for verse-making.” 1 
His father, Giuseppe Maria Bonaparte, had died 
some years before, 2 since which event the boy had 
been brought up by an uncle, Luciano Bonaparte, 
who had entered the priesthood and was at this 
time archdeacon of Ajaccio. After studying for 
a year or two at the so-called University of 
Corte, Carlo was sent to complete his education 
at the University of Pisa, where he eventually 
obtained the decree of Doctor of Laws. While 
at Pisa, he made the acquaintance of a well-to-do 
family named Alberti. The eldest daughter was 
pretty, and, it was understood, likely to receive a 
considerable dot . The young Corsican fell in love 
with the girl, or the prospective dowry, or both, 
and proposed for her hand. But Signor Alberti, 
having caused inquiries to be made in regard to 
Carlo’s prospects, which were somewhat uncertain 
(since Giuseppe Bonaparte had left to his brother 
the entire control of the family property, and 


certainty, owing to the loss of the official registers of Ajaccio at 
the time of the Revolution. According to his eldest son, Joseph, 
who instituted careful researches into the history of his family, he 
was born in 1740. Several writers place his birth four years 
later, in 1744 ; while others again, among whom are Baron 
Larrey, M. Frdddric Masson, and M. Rocca, incline to the 
belief that he was born in 1746. This last date appears the 
most probable. 

1 “ A superb man,” writes the Abbd de Chardon, who saw him 
in 1779, when he brought his sons Joseph and Napoleon to France. 
His wife describes him as U un bel homme, grand comme Murat* 
(Joachim Murat, King of Naples). 

2 The name of his mother, who was still living, was Maria 
Saveria Paravicini, a member of a family of Ligurian origin. 
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during his uncle’s lifetime the youth would only 
have what the archdeacon chose to allow him), 
and into his manner of life, which seems to have 
been decidedly extravagant, came to the conclu- 
sion that his daughter might do very much better 
for herself elsewhere, and refused his consent to 
the match. 

While Carlo was still smarting under this 
blow to his self-esteem, for he always entertained 
a most exalted opinion of his own merits, he 
received a letter from Uncle Luciano, urging 
him to return home, since he had discovered 
a signorina possessed of all the charms and all 
the virtues that the heart of man could desire 
and — what, we fear, the worthy archdeacon 
considered of more importance than either — a 
little fortune of her own. 

Carlo lost no time in obeying the avuncular 
summons, and speedily forgot all about his 
Pisan inamorata in contemplating the perfections 
of the lovely Letizia. Signora Fesch, as became a 
lady whose present and departed husbands had 
both eaten the bread of Genoa, had some scruples 
about allowing her daughter to enter a family 
which made no secret of its sympathies with 
Pasquale di Paoli, the “Washington of Corsica," 
and the Party of Independence. But, since the 
young man was in other respects an eligible 
suitor — the standard of eligibility in Corsica, of 
course, differed very widely from that which pre- 
vailed at Pisa — and Letizia seemed to be as much 
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in love with Carlo as he was with her, she de- 
cided to overlook the latter’s political predilec- 
tions, and, on June 2, 1764, 1 the archdeacon pro- 
nounced the blessing of the Church on the young 
couple. 

Corsican women are proud of their fecundity; it 
is almost a disgrace for them to have no children. 
Signora Bonaparte had no reason to reproach 
herself on that score, for in her nineteen years 
of married life she presented her husband with 
twelve tokens of her affection. However, Carlo 
Bonaparte was not destined to see quite so many 
olive-branches round about his table. Nature in- 
variably exacts retribution from those who violate 
her laws, and of the first six children born of this 
premature marriage, four were either stillborn or 
died in early infancy. Since all of the remaining 
six survived to grow up, the loss of these four in- 
fants was perhaps a fortunate circumstance for 
Carlo Bonaparte’s mother, who, in a rash moment, 
which she must surely have regretted later, had 
made a vow that she would attend a mass every 
day for each grandchild with whom her daughter- 
in-law presented her. Even as matters were, the 
good lady must have spent a considerable portion 
of her days upon her knees. 

The first of Letizia’s children destined to sur- 

1 The record of the marriage of Carlo Bonaparte, like the record 
of his birth and that of his wife, has disappeared from the official 
registers of Ajaccio ; but the above-mentioned date is the one given 
by Lucien Bonaparte in his Memoir es, and accepted by most 
historians. 
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vive was born on January 7, 1768, at Corte, at 
the house of Tomaso Arrighi di Cazanova, an 
uncle of Carlo Bonaparte. The child— a fine, 
healthy boy— was called Giuseppe, after his pa- 
' ternal grandfather, though his name, like that of 
his brothers and sisters, was afterwards gallicized. 
Tomaso Arrighi and his wife stood sponsors, 
and the register in which his baptism is re- 
corded is still preserved in the archives of the 
mairic at Corte. This, as Baron Larrey points 
out, effectually disposes of the story that Napoleon, 
and not the future King of Spain, was really the 
eldest son. 1 

Some three months after the birth of her son, 
an incident occurred which, we are assured, greatly 
enhanced the high esteem in which Signora Bona- 
parte was already held by all who possessed 
the privilege of her acquaintance. During Holy 
Week, she happened to be visiting some friends 
at Bastia, and, together with a number of other 
ladies in the town, was the recipient of a request 
from the bishop of the diocese to set a good ex- 
ample to the poorer classes by confessing before 
Easter. Letizia, a devout Catholic, so far as 
forms and ceremonies went, hastened to comply 
with the episcopal wish, and presented herself, in 
all humility, at the confessional of the cathedral. 
But what was her astonishment and indignation 
when the confessor before whom she knelt, car- 
ried away by the contemplation of so much love- 
1 Madame Mire. 
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liness, proceeded to address to her questions 
which, it is to be sincerely hoped, are seldom 
heard at the tribunal of penitence ! At first, the 
lady refused to reply, but, as the priest persisted in 
his sacrilegious interrogatory, she rose up, in all 
the majesty of offended virtue, and, raising her 
voice, exclaimed in the Corsican dialect: “ Father, 
you are forgetting what is seemly ! ” The angry 
divine threatened to refuse her absolution, to 
which she scornfully replied : “ You are at liberty 
to withhold it, but, if you do so, I will put you to 
shame before all the congregation.” The church 
was crowded, and the confessor, ashamed and 
humiliated, lost no time in pronouncing the desired 
absolution. However, some scraps of the con- 
versation between him and his offended penitent 
had been overheard by those present, with the 
result that he was shortly afterwards dismissed by 
his superiors, while the conduct of the virtuous 
Letizia seems to have been the subject of univer- 
sal admiration . 1 

The desire that his wife’s confinement should 
take place amid the bracing air of Corte was not 
the only reason which had induced Carlo Bona- 
parte to remove temporarily from Ajaccio. A 
grave crisis in the history of the island was 
rapidly approaching, and young Bonaparte, who 
had become a very ardent patriot, was determined 

1 Baron Larrey, Madame Mere. This anecdote was related to 
! him by M. Ornano, at one time French Consul at Tangier, who 
had it from the lady’s own lips. 
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to play a part in it. “ He was," says a contem- 
porary, "terribly impassioned for his country, 
which he desired should be free and independent, 
and for Paoli. This enthusiasm had caused him 
to abandon his native town, and to remove to 
Corte, where Paoli had his headquarters, with his 
wife, his uncle Napoleone, and Geltruda, his 
sister.” 1 

The Corsicans had bitterly resented the article 
in the treaty of Cateau-Cambresis by which the 
island had been ceded to Genoa, and for several 
years they waged a fierce and sanguinary strug- 
gle against their masters, under the leadership of 
Sampiero Corso, who had served with distinction 
in the French army. Finally, Sampiero was 
assassinated, 2 and his followers submitted. 

For more than a century and a half after the 
death of Sampiero, Corsica enjoyed comparative 
peace, though little else, since the Genoese ruled 
with an iron hand, and so mercilessly pillaged the 
wretched inhabitants that it became customary for 
a new official to inquire jestingly of a retiring one: 
“Have you left anything to take?” At length, 
in 1730, the people rose in revolt against their 
oppressors, and for thirty-four years the unhappy 
land was given over to anarchy and bloodshed. 
French, Sardinians, English, and Austrians lent 

1 Ambrogio Rossi, Osservazioni storiette sofira la Corsica* 
cited by Rocca, le Nid de VAigle. 

2 One of his assassins was that same Antonio Omano, who 
afterwards fell a victim to the vengeance of Luca Bonaparte. 



THE WOMEN BONAPARTES 


13 


their assistance to one side or the other, and 
marched up and down the country, burning and 
pillaging. It was during this period that Gaffori, 
Rivarola, and Giacinto Paoli and his two sons, 
Clemente and Pasquale, sprang into fame. It 
was during this period, also, that there appeared 
that strange adventurer Theodore von Neuhof, 
who exercised a brief period of sovereignty, 
under the title of King Theodore I, but was soon 
compelled to vacate his kingdom, and died in 
London, in 1756, a pensioner on the bounty of 
Horace Walpole. Finally, in 1764, the Genoese 
finding that the insurgents, under the able leader- 
ship of Pasquale Paoli, were beginning to carry all 
before them, perceived that, unless they had 
once more recourse to the assistance of France, 
which had rendered them powerful aid in several 
campaigns since the beginning of the insurrection, 
they would be- compelled to abdicate all preten- 
sions over Corsica. During the Seven Years’ 
War, which had terminated so disastrously for 
France in the previous year, she had been com- 
pelled to borrow several million livres from 
Genoa, and, on August 7, a treaty was con- 
cluded at Compiegne, whereby it was agreed that 
this debt should be liquidated by French troops 
garrisoning the fortresses of Ajaccio, Calvi, 
Bastia, Saint- Florent, and Algajola for four 
years. 

Paoli, who had no suspicion of the real design 
of the French Minister, Choiseul, which was, of 
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course, the annexation of the island, was willing 
enough to recognise the French protectorate, 
with certain guarantees, and until early in 1768 
the peace to which Corsica had been so long a 
stranger reigned once more. Then the impru- 
dence of the Genoese in offering the exiled 
Spanish Jesuits an asylum in the towns occupied 
by the French, gave France a pretext for with- 
drawing her troops ; the Paolists immediately 
seized upon Ajaccio and Algajola, and Genoa, 
convinced of the hopelessness of attempting the 
reconquest of her turbulent colony, ceded Corsica 
to France, in exchange for a sum of two million 
livres. 

Paoli, however, was very far from .disposed to 
accept with equanimity this change of masters, 
although most of the abuses which had provoked 
the insurrection of 1730 had been removed by 
the recent treaty. He summoned a meeting of 
the principal inhabitants of the island at Corte, 
drew up a manifesto, sent appeals for aid to every 
Court in Europe, declaring that the Corsicans 
were being treated “ like a flock of sheep sold in . 
the market-place,” and prepared for a desperate 
resistance. 

After the birth of her son, Letizia went to stay 
at a little country-house belonging to her hus- 
band’s family, called the Villa Milelli, situated in 
an olive-garden on the sea-coast, about seven 
miles from Ajaccio. In the mountains close at 
hand was a rocky grotto, which was converted 
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into a summer-house by the Bonapartes, and, in 
after years, became the favourite retreat of 
Napoleon when he came to spend his furloughs 
with his family. While his wife was recruiting 
her health in this delightful spot, Carlo Bonaparte 
made a journey to Rome, presumably to seek 
.financial assistance for the Corsicans in the im- 
pending struggle, but he soon returned, and 
Letizia- rejoined him at Corte, where he had been 
lodged, by Paoli’s orders, in a house which had 
formerly belonged to the Corsican patriot, 
Gaffori. 

This house had a tragic history. In 1750, 
during the absence of Gaffori "from Corte, the 
Genoese determined to seize his wife and hold 
her as a hostage. The lady, however, warned 
of their intentions, barricaded the house, and, 
with the assistance of her friends and servants, 
held out for several days. At length, as further 
resistance seemed impossible, some of the be- 
sieged proposed that they should surrender, 
whereupon Signora Gaffori, descending, with a 
lighted -match in her hand, to the cellar, where 
several barrels of gunpowder had been stored, 
vowed that she would blow herself and them to 
the skies,;, if any one so much as spoke of sur- 
render. Her courage was rewarded, for, shortly 
afterwards, her husband returned and compelled 
the Genoese to raise the siege. 1 

1 An historian of Napoleon, Dr. Emile Bdgin, relates that the 
Genoese, on another occasion, succeeded in capturing the infant 
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Some time later, Gaffori was assassinated, with 
the complicity of his own brother, surnamed the 
Cain of Corsica, But his death did not long 
remain unavenged. In the fond belief, that no 
suspicion attached to him, the traitor came to 
offer his condolences to the widow, bringing with" 
him his two young children. The infuriated, 
woman, taking him unawares, beat out his brains 
with a club, after which she rushed upon the 
hapless children and flung them from an upper 
window into the street, killing them instantly. 
Finally, she left the house, having first laid a 
train to fire the gunpowder in the cellar., ' The 
house, however, was saved from destruction by' 
the neighbours, who had hastened to the spot on 
seeing the children fall, and “preserves to this : 
day the traces of the sieges and assaults which it 
has sustained." 

Here Carlo Bonaparte, who had been elected 
a member of- Paoli’s council and appointed 
private secretary to the Corsican general, seems ■ 
to have considered it incumbent upon him to dis- 
pense an hospitality out of all proportion to his 
means, and to have kept open house for the insur- 
gent leaders. His extravagance was a sore trial 
to poor Letizia, who, however, did not dare to 
remonstrate. She endeavoured to counteract it, 

son of the Corsican chief, and pjaced him in the breach of the 
citadel of Corte, which his father was besieging. “ Soldiers,” cried 
the general, “advance and continue to fire. 1 am a Corsican 
citizen first, a father afterwards.” The insurgents redoubled tlicir 
efforts, the citadel was taken, and the child saved by a miracle. 
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to some extent, by exercising the most rigid 
economy wherever possible ; and this was no 
doubt the origin of that -parsimony which even- 
tually became a kind of second nature, and was 
a reproach to her to the end of her days. 

Although she was even thus earl)'’ in her 
married life entirely absorbed in her household 
duties and cared little for the pleasures of society, 
her husband, proud of her beauty, which added 
not a little to his own importance, desired her to 
appear in public as often as possible. Thus, she 
attended a splendid fete given by Paoli in honour 
of an embassy from the Bey of Tunis, with whom 
he was endeavouring to negotiate an alliance. 
Although the most beautiful women in the island 
had been invited to this fete, it was the unani- 
mous opinion of those present that the palm must 
be awarded to Signora Bonaparte. 

At the end of July 1768, hostilities between 
the French and the Corsican patriots began, and, 
in spite of the superior discipline and numbers of 
the invaders, the operations during the remainder 
of the year were altogether favourable to the 
latter. . The French, who had some 10,000 men 
in the field, under the command of the Marquis 
de Chauvelin, took Furiani and Casina — after a 
desperate resistance on the part of the defenders — 
and several other places. But the necessity of 
distributing their forces over a wide area, in order 
to preserve the conquests they had made, gave 
the Corsicans an advantage of which Paoli was 
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not slow to avail himself; the captured towns, 
attacked one after the other by the whole 
strength' of the patriot army, were speedily 
retaken, and the campaign closed with a veritable 
triumph at Borgo, where Paoli repulsed the 
relieving force and compelled the French gar- 
rison of over five hundred men to capitulate. 

Throughout the whole of this campaign, Carlo 
.Bonaparte' accompanied Paoli, at the head of a 
little band of. relatives, friends, and servants, 
mounted on the hardy little native horses. . His 

■ intrepid and devoted wife insisted on sharing the 

■ dangers and privations of her husband, and fol- 
lowed him everywhere, fording swift rivers, 
traversing mountaindefiles, woods, and morasses, 
suffering hunger, thirst, and fatigue,- but never 
losing her courage ' and enthusiasm. “ Often in 
his expeditions,” writes an historian of Napoleon, 
in tracing . the career of the Emperor's father, 
“one saw, riding on horseback by his side, his 
young wife, Letizia Ramolino. • Letizia’s beauty, 
her sweet expression, her - refined and delicate 
features, seemed but little in harmony with this 
adventurous ardour which dragged her at the 
heels of a robust combatant. But the bold and 
regular lines of her aquiline nose, the compressed 
angles of her disdainful mouth, the sudden fire 
which ' at times lighted her eyes, revealed an 
obstinate courage, and under that splendid fore- 
head masculine thoughts were concealed.” 1 And 

1 fllias Regnault, Hiitoinde NapoUon, cited by Larrty. 
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Napoleon, himself, wrote of his mother: “She 
endured privations' and fatigues, braving every- 
thing; she had a man’s head on a woman’s body.” 

Hostilities were resumed, in the spring, Chau- 
velin having in the interim been superseded by 
the Comte de Vaux, while' large reinforcements 
had arrived from France. Burning to avenge the 
reverses they had sustained, the invaders at once 
assumed the aggressive, and, before their superior 
numbers, Paoli was forced to evacuate Murato, 
where he had fixed his headquarters, and fall 
back beyond the Golo. The patriots flocked to 
his assistance from all sides and fought with the 
most desperate valour, “ bounding like the 
chamois from rock to rock, vengeance in their 
hearts, threats in their mouths, and guns in their 
hands,” while “the mountains echoed with the 
bellowing of their great hunting-horns.” 1 But 
all their courage, all their devotion, was in vain, 
and, after gaining a slight success near Monte- 
Borgo, they were utterly crushed in the san- 
guinary combat of Ponte-Nuovo (May 9, 1769). 

- In this fatal campaign, as in that of the pre- 
vious year, Letizia accompanied her husband, 
notwithstanding that she was enceinte some 
four months with the future hero of the century. 
“ I carried my Napoleon in my womb,” she 
observed, “with the same joy, the same calm 
happiness, the same serenity, that I experienced 

1 Menard, Souvenirs de la Conquete corse. The author served 
with the French troops during the war. 
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later, when I held him in my arms and fed him 
at my breast. My mind was entirely occupied 
by the dangers of his father and those of Corsica. 
To gather news of the army, I quitted the safe 
retreat of our steep rocks, to which the women 
had been consigned, and ventured on to the verv 
fields of battle. I heard the bullets whistling 
about my ears, but I knew no fear, since I trusted 
in the protection of the Holy Virgin, to whom I 
had dedicated my Napoleon.” 1 On the day of 
the combat at Monte- Borgo, and also on that of 
the disaster at Ponte-Nuovo, Lctizia followed her 
countrymen, animating them by her presence to 
still further exertions, and crying out to those who 
wavered: “Let us fight to the last man, and 
conquer or die 1 ” 

After the latter engagement, all hope of further 
resistance was at an end, and nothing remained 
to the vanquished but surrender or flight. Carlo 
Bonaparte and his wife, who bore her little son 
Joseph in her arms, found a refuge, along with 
several other families, in a grotto, which still 
bears the name of the “Fugitives’ Grotto,” amid 
the almost inaccessible rocks of Monte-Rotondo, 
the highest mountain in Corsica, about half a 
day’s journey to the north of Corte. Here, 
almost without food, and without sufficient 
clothing to protect them from the piercing 
mountain air, their situation , was pitiable, and 
death seemed to stare them in the face. Happily, 

1 Bcautcme, VEnfance de Naf-ol/ctt. 
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however, they had not long to remain in this 
desolate region, as, a day or two later, a French 
officer appeared bearing a flag of truce, with the 
intelligence that the patriot leaders had offered 
their submission, that Paoli himself had decided 
to embark for England, and that they might 
return to their homes without fear of bein^ 
molested. Acting tinder instructions from Choi- 
seul, the French general had resolved to adopt 
a policy as generous as it was wise. A complete 
amnesty was to be extended to all who had taken 
up arms; Paoli, “whose capture, ” de Vaux 
observed, “would be more embarrassing than 
useful,” was to be allowed to depart in peace, 
and everything possible was to be done to eradi- 
cate the bitterness engendered by the struggle 
which had just terminated, and to reconcile the 
inhabitants to the rule of France. 

The Bonapartes immediately quitted the “ Fu- 
gitives’ Grotto,” and, accompanied by most of 
their companions in misfortune, began to descend 
the mountain, in order to regain the road to 
Ajaccio. It was a difficult and dangerous journey, 
and it was not accomplished without a perilous 
adventure. In fording the river Liamone, the 
mule upon which Letizia was riding lost its foot- 
ing amidst the strong current which was run- 
ning, and was carried rapidly down the stream. 
The danger was great, but the young woman 
preserved her presence of mind, and, though 
' hampered by the little Joseph, whom she carried 
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in her arms, succeeded in keeping- her saddle 
- and in guiding the terrified , animal safely to the 
bank. 

. For a moment, Carlo Bonaparte seems to have 
had some idea of following Paoli into exile ; but 
his uncle Luciano strongly dissuaded him from 
such a step, and Letizia added her entreaties to 
the archdeacon’s counsels. Carlo, supple, in- 
triguing, and not over-scrupulous, was scarcely 
the man to remain heroically attached to a van- 
quished cause, from which no profit could be 
expected, and his loyalty , to his chief did not 
remain proof against the pressure brought to bear 
upon him. A day or two after his return to 
Ajaccio, he headed a deputation which waited 
on the Comte de Vaux to negotiate the peace, 
on which occasion he received such flattering 
promises, that any lingering scruples he might 
still have entertained speedily vanished, and, on 
May 23, he made his formal submission to the 
French Government. 
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CHAPTER II 

Birth and infancy of Napoleon — The house of the Bonapartcs at 
Ajaccio — A sartorial mishap — Increasing family of Letizia — 
Financial position of the Bonapartcs — Character of Carlo 
Bonaparte — His extravagance and ostentation — His infidelities 
— Character of Letizia — Her self-sacrifice and devotion to the 
interests of her children — Her religious principles — Anecdotes 
of Napoleon’s boyhood. 

I T was noon on August 15, 1769, the Feast 
of the Assumption of the Virgin, and a 
general holiday throughout Corsica. All 
the bells of the town had been ringing since 
early dawn ; the churches were decorated with 
flowers, and the houses with flags and green 
boughs, and the narrow streets were crowded 
with the townsfolk and peasants from the sur- 
rounding country, dressed in their best clothes, 
all on their way to Mass. Holding her little 
half-brother Joseph Fesch — then six years old — 
by the hand, and followed by her sister-in-law 
Geltruda Paravicini, and her uncle Luciano, 
Letizia Bonaparte proceeded to the cathedral, 
the crowd making way for her with deference, 
for the courage and devotion she .had displayed 
during the War of Independence had raised her 
to the position of a public heroine. Scarcely, 
however, had the service begun, when she found 

23 



24 THE WOMEN BONAPARTES 

herself seized with the pains of labour. Rising 
from her knees, she made her way out of the 
building and, supported by her sister-in-law, 
regained her house, which was fortunately only 
a short distance from the cathedral ; and here, on 
a couch in the salon 1 — for there was no time to 
reach her bedroom — with the assistance of Gel- 
truda and a maid-servant, Mammucia Caterina, 
she was delivered of her fourth child — a boy, 
with a big head and a very intelligent face, who 
screamed loudly, arid soon began sucking his 
thumb, which was considered a good augury 
among the peasants of Corsica. 

The baptism of the little boy was deferred for 
nearly two years, during which Letizia’s family 
was further increased by the arrival of a daughter 
(July 14, 1771). The delicate state of the new- 
comer's health necessitated her being received 
into the Church without delay, and accordingly 
both children were baptised together on the 
2 1 st of that month, the boy being christened 
Napoleone, gallicized in after years into Napoleon, 
and the girl, who, unhappily, died not long after- 
wards, Maria Anna. 2 

1 There is a well-known legend to the eficct that, since no 
preparations had been made for the reception of the new arrival, 
he was wrapped up in some hangings on which were roughly 
embroidered scenes from the. Iliad and the Odyssey, or, 
according to some writers, scenes depicting the conquests of 
Alexander the Great and Julius Cxsar. When, in later years, 
Letizia was interrogated on this matter, she smiled and answered : 
“In our house in Corsica we had no tapestries, not even in winter; 
therefore, certainly not in summer.” 

9 The name Napoleone, spelt, also, Napollone, Napolionc, 
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It is related that Napoleon, whose behaviour 
had been all that could be desired during’ the 
preliminary prayers, began to manifest signs of 
restlessness when he saw the holy water being* 
sprinkled over his sister’s head, and when the 
priest approached to perform the same office for 
him, he struggled fiercely and actually struck the 
good man, as well as his god-parents, Lorenzo 
Giubega and his aunt Geltruda. Indeed, from 
early infancy, the Man of Destiny evinced a 
decidedly masterful disposition, which increased 
as he grew older, and his mother was the only 
person who appears to have had any control over 
him. “When I was quite little,” he remarked 
while at St. Helena, “ I was terribly quarrel- 
some ; I feared nobody, and fought and scratched 
continually.” 

The house of the Bonapartes at Ajaccio, which 
dated from the beginning of the seventeenth 
century, was situated in the Rue Saint-Charles, 
almost in the centre of the town, facing a little 
square, now called the Place Letizia. As it 
stands to-day, it is a modest three-storeyed build- 
ing, painted a greyish yellow, with a flat roof. 
Over the portico is a marble tablet, with the 
following inscription : 

NAPOLEON. 

EST N & DANS CETTE MAISON. 

LE XV AOUT MDCCLXIX. 

Napulione, and Nabulione, is, according to M. Rocca, probably a 
Corsican form of the old Genoese name Nebulone. Napoleon was 
named after his great-uncle, who was killed at Ponte-Nuovo. 
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1° J 793> it was pillaged and partly burned by 
the partisans of Paoli, and remained inadialf- 
ruined state for three years. In October 1797, 
Napoleon, who was then in Italy, sent directions 
to Joseph Bonaparte to have it restored as “he 
desired 'to see it in a proper conditionand fit for 
habitation.” The future Emperor’s evident' inten- 
tion was to see his old home reconstituted in all 
its primitive simplicity; “ il faut la remettre comme 
clle l tali l' he writes. But Joseph, whose tastes 
were more luxurious than his brother’s, and who 
evidently considered that it was only fitting that 
the family residence should correspond, in some 
degree, to the increased importance of the family, 
instead of following his brother’s directions, added 
a new storey and a long gallery, lighted on both 
sides by numerous windows. 

As for the various objects of interest in the 
interior of the house which are shown to 
visitors, none of these, in M. Rocca’s opinion, 
are authentic, 1 for, though many pieces of 
furniture which had been carried off by the 
Paolists in 1793 were subsequently recovered, 
they were again dispersed after the fall of 
the Empire. “ A relative of the Bonapartes, 
M. Napolfion Levie, mayor of Ajaccio,” he writes, 

“ under the pretext of restoring the housfc, ren- 
ovated it completely, and caused till the old 

1 with the exception of a little crafts in ebony ami mahogany, 
presented by Napoleon to his mother, on his return from Egypt 
in 1799, n'h'ch he allows to be beyond dispute the genuine article. 
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furniture which he judged unworthy to adorn the 
'Eaede’s nest’ to be removed. It was reserved 

o 

for a member of the Orleans family, the Prince 
de Joinville, to collect religiously these relics, 
which he carried off to the Continent. As for the 
present furniture, it is said that some really au- 
thentic . pieces were replaced in the house by the 
care of Napoleon III. Nevertheless, however 
modest these commodes and chests ornamented 
with marquetry and incrustations may appear, 
they seem rather to have belonged to Joseph 
than to have been in the possession of the needy 
author of the Imperial Family.” 1 

The Bonapartes only occupied the ground and 
first floors of this house ; the second storey being 
occupied by the manage of Antonio Pozzo di 
Borgo and his wife, Maria Giustina Bozzi, a 
second cousin of Carlo Bonaparte. This arrange- 
ment was not without its inconveniences, as 
the following incident will show. 

In those days, sanitary arrangements were still 
in a very primitive state, and it was the custom for 
people to empty the contents of their slop-pails 
into the street. For the protection of passers-by, 
an ordinance had been enacted strictly prohibiting 
the throwing of water or refuse from the windows, 
but it appears to have remained a dead letter. 
Any way, one fine evening in 1784, Carlo Bona- 
parte happened to be taking the air at the door 
of his house, when a pailful of greasy water was 

1 Colonna de Cesari Rocca, le Nid de PAigle; 
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suddenly emptied over him from the second floor, 
to the no small detriment of an elegant costume 
that he had • lately ordered from a Parisian 
tailor. 

His wrath was great, and, failing to obtain 
reparation from the offender, he summoned her 
before the podesta of Ajaccio, who, after hearing 
the evidence on both sides, and taking the opinion 
of various sartorial experts as to the amount of 
damage done, made an order for Signora Pozzo 
di Borgo to pay for the coat, “according to the 
estimate of the experts.” 

At Ajaccio, the Bonapartes spent the greater 
part of the year, but, during the heat of summer, 
it was their custom to remove to their little 
country-house at Milelli, of which we have already 
spoken. In this tranquil spot, which commanded 
one of the finest prospects in Corsica, it is prob- 
able that Letizia passed some of the happiest 
hours of her busy life, though, save in the early 
morning and at night, when her noisy, high- 
spirited brood were asleep, she must have had 
few moments of leisure to contemplate the 
beauties of Nature. 

For her family was steadily increasing, and, as 
her family increased , 1 her domestic cares multi- 

1 The following is the list of her children who survived, with 
the dates of their birth : 

(l) Giuseppe (Joseph), bom January 7 , 1768. (a) N.ipolconc 
(Napolfon), bom August 15, I7&9- ( 3 ) Luciano (Lucien), bom 
May 25, 1775. ( 4 ) Maria Anna (£hsa), bom January 3, 1777. (5) 
Luigi (Louis), bom September 2, 177S. (6) Maria raolctta 
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plied also, until they absorbed her entire thoughts, 
and sometimes threatened to overwhelm her 
altogether, since to feed and clothe so many 
children — to say nothing of her little half-brother 
Joseph Fesch, whom she had taken to live with 
her on her marriage — would have taxed the re- 
sources of people of ample means, and the Bona- 
partes were very far from rich, even for Corsica. 
Letizia, who passed for being an heiress in a 
small way, possessed property valued at some 
7,000 livres, represented by part of a house in 
Ajaccio, which was let to a baker, a vineyard 
called “ La Sposata,” in which Napoleon tells us 
the grapes were of a peculiarly fine quality, and 
“ three parcels of land situated at Campolauro. ,, 
The rent which Letizia received from the baker, 
joined to the produce of her land, seems to have 
constituted, for the first few years of her married 
life, the principal source of revenue to the house- 
hold ; for Carlo Bonaparte’s practice as an advocate 
was worth but little, while, for some time, his 
two principal vineyards, situated at Salines and 
Bacciochi, brought him in nothing whatever, 
from want of money to cultivate them. Later, 
thanks to the assiduous court which he paid to 
the two French Commissioners, Marbeuf and 
Boucheporn, his income improved. He was 
appointed assessor of the Royal Jurisdiction 

(Pauline), born October 20, 1780. (7) Maria Annunziata (Caroline), 
born March 25, 1782. (8) Geronimo (Jdrome), born Novem- 

ber 15, 1784. 
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of Ajaccio ; 1 was nominated a member of the 
Nobili Dodici, a commission of twelve nobles 
who exercised a kind of authority when the 
Estates were not in session , 2 and one of whom 
was always attached to the suite of the royal 
commissioners ; and he seems to have received 
other marks of favour. 

He was now able to cultivate his neglected 
vines, and, had he only been content to live 
as a simple bourgeois, he and his wife might 
have found themselves, notwithstanding their 
ever-increasing family, in comparatively easy 
circumstances. But, unhappily, he was by nature 
ambitious and discontented ; perhaps he already 
suffered from that internal affection to which 
he was to succumb in his thirty-ninth year, 
and his restless character and unquiet life were 
in some degree attributable to this cause. " He 
finds nothing to his taste in any of the places 
where he resides ; he is satisfied with none 
of the offices which he obtains ; he dreams con- 
tinually of something else : of enterprises which 
will enrich him, of missions which will bring him 
glory or profit, of employments which will pro- 
cure his sons an assured future and mutual 
support. He wants everything at once ; he is 
importunate, meddlesome; he brings to his desires 

1 The judicial administration of the island was in the hands 
of a Conseil Supdrieur, a kind of French parkment in miniature, 
svhich sat at Bastia, and of elcs-cn royal jurisdictions. 

3 Corsica svas now a pays ff/tat, with three Orders t clergy, 
nobles, and Third Estate. They met at Bastia. 
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an anxiety which frustrates them. When he has 
secured the favours he seeks, he is already tired 
of them, and neglects what he has for what he 
may be able to have.” 1 

Moreover, he was vain, ostentatious, and reck- 
lessly extravagant, and, though he frequently 
displayed considerable ingenuity in obtaining 
money, it was only to squander it immediately. 
In 1769, when he wa£ admitted to the degree of 
Doctor of Laws at the University of Pisa, he 
gave a banquet in celebration of the event, which 
is said to have cost 6,000 livres — probably about 
double his income at this period — and actually 
contemplated selling his wife’s vineyard in order 
to pay for it. In 1777, on his return from a 
political mission to Paris, he wrote in his register 
of expenses : “ I started for the Court of France, 
deputy noble of the Estates of Corsica, taking 
with me one hundred louis. I received while in 
Paris four thousand francs in gratifications from 
the King, and one thousand ecus in fees ; and I 
returned without a sou.” From the same inter- 
esting document, we learn that, two years later, he 
had made in Paris at the world-famous establish- 

i 

ment of M. Labille, of the Rue Saint- Honord, 
twelve costumes, in the composition of which silk, 
velvet, and other costly fabrics figured prom- 
inently, to say nothing of elegant robes de 
chambre for summer and winter wear, and other 
garments indispensable for a man of fashion. All 

1 M. Frdddric Masson, Napoleon ct sa famille. 
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of which must have considerably astonished the 
worthy folk of Ajaccio. 

Although he appears to have been a kind and 
affectionate husband, he was far from a faithful 
one. Women, we are told, possessed for him 
“ an irresistible attraction.” Scarcely more than 
a year after his marriage, he paid a visit to Italy, 
and was compelled to fly precipitately from Rome, 
leaving behind him all his belongings, save the 
clothes which he happened to be wearing, in 
order to escape the vengeance of the relatives of 
a lady to whose charms he had succumbed. On 
his return journey, he stopped at Bastia, at the 
house of a certain Signor Franceschi, and, in due 
course, a very pretty handmaiden of his host gave 
birth to a son, “ concerning whose origin,” wrote 
Signor Franceschi, “ I have never had any doubt."' 

Retiring, modest, and contented, virtuous, prac- 
tical, and thrifty, Letizia Bonaparte was the exact 
antithesis of Carlo, and well indeed it was for her 
children that she was ! The customs of a country 
where the wife is merely the servant of her 
husband interdicted to her all criticism, all reflec- 
tion even on the conduct of the ‘master,’ but, on 
the other hand, gave her an almost unlimited 
authority over the household, her children, and all 
domestic matters. And surely seldom in history 
shall we find an instance of such entire self- 
abnegation, of such whole-hearted devotion to 
duty! Not for her the joys of aping the 
l Letter to the Comte <lc Ccrdi, published by Roccm 
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fashions of the Rue Saint- Honord and the Fau- 
bourg Saint-Germain, of exhibiting her beauty at 
social functions, of flirtation with elegant French 
officials. Her household duties, the care of her 
children, absorbed every moment of her time, and 
for years she scarcely set foot over the threshold 
of her home, except when she went to attend 
Mass on Sundays. “ When I became the mother 
of a family,” she says, “ I consecrated myself 
entirely to its proper direction, and I did not 
leave my house except to attend Mass. I am 
aware that one of the obligations of the true 
Christian should be to go to church every day, 
and indispensably on festivals. Nevertheless, I 
do not believe that the Church insists that, during 
the week, persons who are at the head of affairs, 
and particularly mothers of families, should spend 
the greater part of the day away from home. 
That would be to interrupt the regular course of 
affairs, and to render them guilty in the sight of 
God for the serious inconveniences which miMit 

o 

arise in families during the absence of the head. 
Besides, my presence at home was necessary to 
keep my children in check, as they were so 
young .” 1 

She kept only one servant, the woman Mam- 
muccia Caterina, who had received Napoleon on 
his entry into the world, and who lived with her, 

1 Souvenirs de Madame Mere, dictes par elle-meme, dans les 
derniers temps de sa vie, published by Baron Larrey, Madame 
Mire. 
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without wages, as a friend, almost as a relative, 
and quarrelled persistently with Carlo's mother. 
Mammuccia’s duties seem to have been con- 
fined to looking after the children, and Letizia 
performed almost all the household duties her- 
self. 

And what a housekeeper she was 1 Giving her 
attention to the smallest details, eking out every 
sou which passed through her hands with the 
most infinite care, haggling incessantly over the 
smallest purchase, denying herself every luxury, 
every comfort, often, we may well believe, neces- 
saries also, and, while giving her children every- 
thing that was necessary for their welfare, allow- 
ing them only such pleasures as cost nothing. 
These habits of rigid economy, which she con- 
tinued to practise long after there was apparently 
any necessity for them, might well pass for 
avarice, were it not that, as we shall see here- 
after, she was ready to sacrifice, without hesita- 
tion or regret, all the savings so laboriously accu- 
mulated when the honour, liberty, or happiness ' 
of her family were at stake. 

Possessing little education herself, knowing no 
French nor even Italian correctly, she was unable 
to give her children any personal instruction, nor 
even to teach them to read. She sought, how- 
ever, to inculcate certain lessons which she her- 
self had been taught : to yield an unquestioning 
obedience to their parents, to show respect for 
their ciders, to speak the truth, to avoid gluttony, 
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and to accustom themselves to a cleanliness of 
body unusual in that age and in that country. 

Although she was a strict observer of the ritual 
of her Church, so far as her multifarious duties 
permitted, and consecrated each of her three 
daughters to the Virgin (Maria Anna, Maria 
Paoletta, Maria Annunziata), she would appear to 
have given her family little religious instruction, 
and that of the most formal character. The little 
Bonapartes attended Mass with praiseworthy regu- 
larity, and were accustomed, like all Corsicans, to 
make the sign of the Cross at moments of great 
astonishment, joy, and grief ; but they grew up 
pagans at heart, although they would doubtless 
have been highly indignant had they heard them- 
selves thus described. 1 1 is related that, on being 
asked in her declining years how it had been 
possible for her to support all the trials she had 
undergone, Letizia replied : “ I bore all, because 
it was sent me by God.” At the time when she 
said this, her religion was undoubtedly sincere 
enough ; but in early and middle life it would ap- 
pear to have been very much on the surface, and 
to have been confined to the formal duties which 
she taught her children. As M. Masson points out, 
she showed no surprise when her sons, and even 
her daughters, contracted purely civil marriages, 
nor does she seem to have been at all shocked 
when her half-brother Joseph Fesch took the 
oath to the Civil Constitution of the Clergy, un- 
frocked himself temporarily, and engaged in occu- 
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pations which had nothing sacerdotal about them. 
This neglect of what is rightly regarded as one of 
the first duties of a mother was no doubt, in a 
great degree, responsible for the indifference 
shown by her sons to religion, except so far 
as it was necessary to take it into account as a 
political factor, and for the circumstance that her 
daughters, when transported to France and into 
an environment totally different from that to 
which they had been accustomed, at an age, too, 
when the mind is particularly susceptible to new 
impressions, speedily forgot the lessons of their 
childhood, and, ignoring the admirable example 
their mother had set them, became as frivolous, 
as extravagant, and as lax in their morals as any 
women of their time. 

But, in all other respects, Letizia was indeed, 
as her eldest son Joseph once observed, "a 
model among mothers.” Her children loved as 
well as respected her, and, she tells us, “even 
after they had grown up, always showed for her, 
at all times, the same respect and affection.'' 
Her husband and her mother-in-law, who lived 
with her son, were foolishly indulgent, and would 
have spoiled the children, if she had not inter- 
fered. “ At the least cry, at the least reprimand, 
they rushed to their aid, lavishing upon them a 
thousand caresses." But Letizia knew how to be 
“severe or indulgent as the occasion required,” 
and ruled with an exceedingly firm hand. 

The precept of Solomon with regard to the 
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use of the rod was religiously observed by the 
Corsican mother of those days, and ' corporal 
punishment occupied a conspicuous place in the 
education of both girls and boys. Letizia was 
not one to spare this time-honoured form of 
correction when she considered it well-deserved, 
and many stories are told of her chastisement 
of her children, of which Napoleon, who was by 
far the most unruly of the boys, seems to have 
enjoyed the lions share. 

One dayj during the temporary absence of his 
mother, he made a raid upon a particularly fine 
fig-tree in the garden, which the children had 
been expressly forbidden to touch, and, when on 
the point of beating a retreat with his booty, was 
surprised by the gardener. However, he suc- 
ceeded in coaxing the man not to betray him, 
and went off to enjoy the contents of his bulging 
pockets, imagining himself secure from punish- 
ment. As ill-luck would have it, however, his 
mother happened to visit the tree the next morn- 
ing, and, finding it almost as barren as the one in 
the Scriptures, sent for the gardener and de- 
manded an -explanation of the phenomenon. 
The man reluctantly admitted the truth, and 
Napoleon’s back ached for some days afterwards. 

On another occasion, shortly before Napoleon 
left Corsica to enter the military school at 
Brienne, he so far forgot what was due to his 
elders as to make game of his grandmother, 
Maria Saveria Bonaparte, who was in the habit 
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of leaning on a stick when she walked, and even 
to allude to her as a witch. Letizia, who hap- 
pened to overhear the remark, gave him a 
threatening look, which made .the boy decide to 
keep out of her way till evening, by which time 
he, hoped her anger might have abated. The 
moment he reappeared, however, Letizia pounced 
upon him, with the intention of administering 
condign punishment; but he contrived to escape 
from her grasp. Not wishing to expose herself 
to the mortification of a second defeat, his mother 
resolved to wait for an occasion when escape 
would be impossible. It came the following day, 
when Napoleon, 'having received an invitation to 
dine with some friends in the town, went to his 
room to change his clothes. Letizia followed, and 
finding him half undressed, locked the door behind 
her, and administered a sound thrashing. 

But, if she seldom overlooked a fault, she 
could be all love and tenderness when circum- 
stances demanded it ; unwearying in her solici- 
tude for a child who was ill, cheerfully sacrificing 
her own hard-earned night’s rest to soothe the 
little sufferer’s pillow, and ready to extend to her 
children the fullest and most generous sympathy 
in all their troubles. “You arc very good to 
me,” said Napoleon to his physician at St. 
Helena, “and you spare no effort to alleviate my 
sufferings; but this is nothing compared with a 
mother’s tenderness." 

Madame Bonaparte seems to have early dis- 
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cerned the exceptional character of her second 
son, and, while sternly checking his unruly incli- 
nations, to have done everything possible to en- 
courage his taste for study and the strong desire he 
expressed, while still a child, for a military career. 
She bought him a toy drum and a wooden sabre, 
and tells us that, when his brothers were drawing 
grotesque figures on the walls of a large empty 
room which she had set apart for them to play 
in, Napoleon drew only soldiers ranged in order 
of battle. A little later, when his remarkable 
aptitude for figures began to manifest itself, she 
had a little shed built on the terrace in front of 
the house, to which he might retire every day 
to work undisturbed by his brothers. She 
relates how, when he was a pupil in the school 
in Ajaccio formerly kept by the Jesuits, she 
was informed that he had been met several 
times in the street munching the coarse brown 
bread supplied to the French soldiers, “a thing 
which was not becoming for a child of his 
station,” and that when she questioned him on 
the matter, he replied that he exchanged every 
morning the piece of white bread which she gave 
him for his lunch for that of a soldier, “since, 
as he was also to be a soldier, it was expedient 
that he should accustom himself to eat this kind 
of bread, besides which he preferred it to white 
bread ; how one evening he remained out of 
doors during a terrific thunderstorm until he 
was soaked to the skin-, declaring, in answer to 
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his mother's remonstrances, that one who was 
to become a soldier ought to inure himself to 
all kinds of weather ; and how he so astonished 
the family bailiff by the intelligent questions he 
asked him in regard to the working of a mill 
that the man told her that, ‘if God granted the 
little gentleman a long life, he could not fail to 
become the greatest man in the world.’” 1 

It is pleasant to know that Letizia’s intense 
affection for her extraordinary son was abun- 
dantly returned. Indeed, their devotion for 
each other throughout life has evoked the un- 
stinted admiration of even the most hostile critics 
of the Bonapartes. 

1 Souvenirs dc Madame Mire . 
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Exigencies of Carlo Bonaparte — The Comte de Marbeuf, military 
commandant of Corsica, and the Bonapartes — Question of 
Marbeuf’s relations with Madame Bonaparte considered — 
Joseph and Napoleon leave for France — Napoleon at Brienne — 
Visit of Letizia to France — Birth of Maria Annunziata (Caroline) 
— Mai'ianna (£lisa) receives a nomination for Saint-Cyr — Pe- 
cuniary difficulties — Carlo takes Marianna to France — Lucien 
goes to Brienne — Illness and death of Carlo Bonaparte. 

A LTHOUGH he had embraced with en- 
^ thusiasm the cause of Paoli and had fought 
with courage during the War of Inde- 
pendence, Carlo Bonaparte was quick to recognise 
the advantages which Corsica — and incidentally 
he himself — would derive from a union with 
F ranee, and he lost no opportunity of proclaim- 
ing his adhesion to the new Government and of 
ingratiating himself with its representatives. In- 
telligent, specious, and insinuating, and speaking 
and writing French with a facility which few of his 
countrymen were able to emulate, he placed no 
limits to his hopes of advancement, and if he failed 
to realise his dreams, it must be admitted that it 
was certainly not for lack of enterprise. He was 
the most indefatigable, the most audacious, the 
most ingenious beggar, it is possible To conceive. 
If he exchanged so much as a dozen words with 

41 
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a person of influence, he henceforth considerec 
himself \i\s protdgd, and did not hesitate to solicr 
his good offices on his behalf. He would wait al 
day in a Minister’s ante-chamber on the chance o: 
being accorded a two minutes’ interview, and, i: 
he failed to obtain it, would return again on the 
morrow. He became the terror of all officialdom 
from commissioners and Ministers to junior clerk: 
and doorkeepers, for he would take no denial, he 
was proof against every rebuff. And when dis- 
tance, or some other reason, made a personal 
solicitation impossible, he had recourse to his pen. 
He wrote letter after letter, petition after petition, 
servile to the last degree when he was seeking a 
favour, reproachful or even indignant when he 
desired to create the impression that he was de- 
manding a right. Now, he is seeking compensation 
for some wrong, real or imaginary; now, some 
advantageous concession ; anon, a bourse (free 
scholarship) for one of his children. Everywhere 
where there was anything to be obtained, the 
name of Carlo Bonaparte was to be found, “il 
am the father of seven children, Monseigneur; 
the eighth is on the way,” he writes to Calonne, in 
1 784 ; “and almost without fortune, for the reasons 
detailed . . . and 1’havc the honour to implore 
your protection and your justice in favour of my 
poor family.” 1 

To the Comte dc RIarbeuf, 1 the military com- 

* Published by Rocca. 

3 Louis Charles Rent?, Comte de Marbcuf ; born, at Rennes, 
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mandant of Corsica, he paid the most assiduous 
court, and with highly satisfactory results. The 
commandant was a courtly, easy-going old gentle- 
man, by no means unsusceptible to flattery ; and 
in flattery Carlo Bonaparte was an adept. He 
eulogised his private and public acts, in prose and 
in verse, in Latin and in Italian ; he hung his 
portrait in the place of honour in the salon of his 
house ; he invited him to stand godfather to his 
son Louis, and he gave sometimes admirably- 
cooked little dinners in his honour— dinners which 
meant weeks of stern retrenchment for poor 
Letizia, who had, besides, to borrow furniture, 
plate, and linen for the occasion from her relatives 
and friends, in order that the great man might 
not suspect the straits to which his hosts were 
reduced. 

But these sacrifices were cheerfully made, for 
they promised an abundant return ; while an 

October 4, 1712; died, at Bastia, September 20, 1786. He 
entered the army as an ensign in the Rdgiment de Bourbonnais in 
1728, and attained the rank of meslre dc camp in 1762. Two years 
later, he was sent to Corsica, in command of the troops who 
garrisoned the citadels of Ajaccio, Calvi, Bastia, Saint-Florent, and 
Algajola. He took part in the War of Independence, and held the 
chief command of the French forces between the recall of Chauve- 
lin and the arrival of the Comte de Vaux. After the pacification 
of the island, he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant-general 
and made military commandant of Corsica. Many historians speak 
of him as governor of the country, but, though he exercised most 
of the functions of that office, he never held the title, which was 
bestowed, in 1772, on the Marquis de Monteynard, then Secretary 
of State for War, who, however, never resided in Corsica. 
Marbeuf was extremely popular with the inhabitants, and, by his 
liberality, kindness and tact, did much to reconcile them to French 
rule. 
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event which occurred in 1777 made Marbeuf 
their friend for life. ■ 

1 After the death of Louis XV, in 1774, Mar- 
beuf , had been • summoned to Court, and tem- 
porarily superseded in his government of Corsica 
by the Vicomte de Narbonne-Pelet. 1 The 
viscount' found the post so , much to his liking 
that he resolved to retain it, and, with this object 
in view, sent very unfavourable reports of the 
condition of -affairs in the island to Versailles, 
and severely censured the laxity shown by his 
predecessor in his dealings with the inhabitants. 
The' Government, anxious to ascertain the facts 
of the. matter, offered to receive a deputation 
from the Estates of Corsica. Carlo Bonaparte 
succeeded in 'getting himself appointed a member 
of this deputation, and, on his arrival in Paris, 
pleaded the cause of his patron with such elo- 
quence and ability that it was decided that 
Marbeuf should be restored to his office. 

The count was not long in giving his protfgi 
substantial proofs of his gratitude. The Genoese, 
who had done everything in their power to 
debase the Corsican aristocracy, had steadily 
refused to recognise a nobility. But France, in 
the belief that an hereditary caste would make 

1 Jean Francois, Comte dc Narbonnc-Pelct (1725-1^0.1). He 
had greatly distinguished himself in 1762, during the Set cn Years’ 
War, by his heroic defence of the post of Fntrlar, sthkh sated 
.the French army under the Due dc Broglie, tthiclt had got itself 
into a very perilous situation, ftont destruction. He teas made 
lieutenant-general in 1784. 
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for stability, had pursued a different policy, and, 
after the restoration of order in 1769, had in- 
vited all families who claimed to be of noble 
descent to submit such proofs as they possessed 
to the Government, in order that an aristocracy 
might be established. Carlo Bonaparte lost not 
a-' moment in instituting researches into his family 
history, and, thanks to the assistance he received 
from the Grand-Duke of Tuscany and the Arch- 
bishop of Pisa, had no difficulty in proving eleven 
generations of nobility, and his right to assume 
a count’s coronet and a coat of arms: “ Gules two 
bends argent between two estoiles of the second.” 1 

In establishing his claims to nobility, Carlo had 
been actuated by a more practical motive than 
that of satisfying his vanity. Those fortunate 
persons who possessed the right of placing the 
all-important particle before their names were 
eligible for numerous posts and favours which 
were closed to those of middle-class origin. 
Among these, one of the most coveted was the 
privilege of free admission for their sons — in 
cases where tke parents were too poor to defray 
the cost of their education — to the military schools 
recently established by Louis XVI, on the advice 
of the War Minister, the Comte de Saint-Ger- 
main, 2 as well as to several other institutions ; 

1 Mr. Oscar Browning, Napoleon : The First Phase. 

2 These were twelve in number, and, singularly enough, were all 
managed by monks. The most important were : Pont-h-Mousson, 
Sor&ze, Tiron, Tournon, and Brienne. Each accommodated about 
fifty pupils. 
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and, in 1778, the grateful Marbeuf promised tc 
procure for Napoleon a nomination to one of th( 
military schools, and to secure, through the goot 
offices of his nephew, the Archbishop of Aix, 
a benefice for Joseph, of whom Carlo had decided 
to make a priest. In the meanwhile, the arch- 
bishop promised to arrange to have them both 
placed at the college of Autun, and also to send 
Joseph Fesch, who was now fourteen, and was 
likewise destined for an ecclesiastical career, to 
complete his theological studies at the seminary 
at Aix. 

The favour shown by Marbeuf to the Bona- 
parte family seems to have occasioned a good 
deal of comment, and the evil-minded did riot 
hesitate to declare that it was prompted by 
admiration for the beaux yeux of Lctizia, rather 
than by gratitude for the services of Carlo; 
while libellous pamphleteers and chroniclers hos- 
tile to the Bonapartes have even cast suspicion 
upon the legitimacy of Napoleon and others of 
his brothers and sisters. 

As regards Napoleon, this charge is too 
monstrous to merit a moment’s consideration. 
There is no evidence that the Bonapartes were 
even acquainted with Marbeuf until after the 
close of the War of Independence; while, even 
if they were, during the year which preceded 
Napoleon’s birth, Carlo and his wife were with 
the patriot army, and Marbeuf with the French 
troops, and nothing could be more unlikely than 
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that the count and Letizia were ever in each 
other’s combany. 

Very much the same may be said in regard to 
his brother!; and sisters. “ Letizia’s children,” 
remarks M.. Masson, “all bear, to an equal de- 
gree, the imprint, physical and moral, of the 
double atavism from which they spring ; in them- 
selves, in their descendants, they reproduce, in a 
striking manner, a type which, undoubtedly after 
generations, intermarriages have been able to 
alter from the point of view of beauty, but which 
is found, nevertheless, among the least favoured 
in such a degree that it is impossible to mistake 
it. .. And it is the same in regard to character, 
turn of mind, personal habits, temperament, and 
.diseases. Her children are then certainly — that 
is to say, all the eight who survived — the issue 
of Charles Bonaparte.” 1 

' Moreover Letizia’s devotion to her husband, 2 
the stern sense of duty which she evinced 
throughout-.her life, her entire absence of senti- 
mentality or imagination, the ceaseless round of 
household tasks in which she passed her time, 
her frequent pregnancy, the presence of her 
children, and, finally, the great disparity in age 
between her supposed lover and herself — all go 
to show that the accusation is as absurd as it is 
odious. 

1 Napoleon el sa famille. 

2 “ How,” she observed, on one occasion, in speaking of her 
husband, “ could I fail to be happy and proud to belong to him ? 
He is good, he is handsome, he is celebrated, and he loves me.” 
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On December 15, 1778, Joseph and Napo- 
leon bade farewell to their mother, for whom the 
parting from her children seems to have been 
a sore trial, and set out with their father for 
France. They were accompanied by Joseph 
Fesch, whom they left at Aix, and by a cousin of 
„ Carlo, Aurelio Varese, who had |been appointed 
sub-deacon to the Archbishop of Autun. 

The little party reached Autun on New Year's 
Day 1779, where Carlo Bonaparte, who had 
again been appointed a member of a Corsican 
deputation, left his two sons and proceeded to 
Paris, to join his colleagues and to complete the 
arrangements for entering Napoleon at one of 
the military schools. The school for which the 
boy received a nomination was Tiron, but this 
was subsequently cancelled, for what reason does 
not appear to be known, and he was sent to 
Briennc, in Champagne. 

Carlo’s persuasive tongue obtained for the Cor- 
sican deputation an indemnity from the Govern- 
ment for the expense and loss of time occasioned 
by their journey to Paris. Nevertheless, lie him- 
self must have been considerably out of pocket 
by his visit, since it was on this occasion that he 
ordered from Labille the twelve elegant costumes 
already mentioned, and he presumably lived in a 
manner befitting the splendour of his apparel. 
No doubt, however, he considered that his pre- 
sentation to the King, which took plac 
March 16, fully justified such extravagance. 
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Napoleon remained at Autun until April 23, 
when he left for Brienne. His time had been 
mainly occupied in learning French, of which 
language, until then, he appears to have known 
little or nothing ; but he had made such rapid 
progress that he already' spoke it fluently, though 
with a strong Corsican accent. The brothers, 
who were deeply attached to each other in early 
life, were in despair at their separation; Joseph 
cried bitterly, but Napoleon, though not less 
moved, succeeded in controlling his grief and 
shed, we are told, but a single tear, which he 
hurriedly wiped away. 

N apoleon passed five and a half years at Brienne, 
that is to say, from the beginning of May 1779 
to the end of October 1 784, when he was one of 
five candidates chosen to enter the Ecole Militaire 
of Paris, as gentlemen cadets. For the first part 
of the time, at least, he appears to have been very 
unhappy. His fellow-pupils made jest of his 
Italian accent, his Christian name, his studious 
habits, and his meagre wardrobe, while his 
teachers were harsh and unsympathetic. Once, 
for some breach of discipline, he was ordered to 
do penance by dining on his knees, at the door of 
the refectory. He replied that he would dine 
standing up if required, but that he had been 
taught never to kneel, except to God. The 
teacher, however, insisted and seized him, in 
order to force him on to his knees, upon which he 

exclaimed : “ N'est-ce pas, maman , devant Dieu ! 

1.— 4 
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devant Dieu ! ” turned deadly pale, and trembled 
so violently that it was deemed advisable to 
remit his punishment. Eventually, however, 
he appears to have become quite popular at 
Brienne, and he always retained grateful memo- 
ries of the place, as the favours bestowed upon 
many of his old schoolfellows in after years 
testify ; while, in his will, he bequeathed a million 
francs to the town. 

In the spring of 1780, Carlo Bonaparte ob- 
tained for his third son, Lucien, admission to 
Autun, with a promise that he should, in due 
course, proceed to Brienne. 

Notwithstanding the relief afforded to the 
Bonapartes’ exchequer by the departure of 
Joseph, Napoleon, and young Fesch, the finan- 
cial outlook was anything but promising, added 
to which Carlo had just received another addition 
to his family, in the person of a daughter, Marin 
Paoletta, the future Princess Borghese. Never- 
theless, Letizia could not resist the temptation of 
seeing her two sons again, salving her conscience 
with the reflection that the cost of her journey 
would be more than neutralized by the check 
which her presence would impose upon her hus- 
band’s expenditure. Accordingly, it was arranged 
that when Carlo Bonaparte took Lucien to 
Autun, his wife should accompany him; and, 
towards the end of April, they set out for 
France. 

After leaving Autun, the Bonapartes proceeded 
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to Brienne, where Letizia seems to have been 
much shocked by the change in the appearance 
of her son, who had become so thin that she 
scarcely recognised him. “ I was in fact very 
much altered,” said Napoleon to the Comte de 
Montholon, many years later, in speaking of 
this circumstance. “ My nights were often 
passed in meditating on the lessons of the day. 
From the very beginning, I, naturally, could not 
bear the idea of not being the first in my class.” 
And he added : “ My mother was then, twenty- 
nine ; she was belle commc les amours. ” 1 

Madame Bonaparte indeed, in spite of her life 
of domestic drudgery, her constant anxiety over 
money matters, and her frequent pregnancy, was 
still as beautiful as ever, and during her stay in 
France excited universal admiration wherever 
she went. With a modesty that was habitual to 
her, however, she merely smiled at the compli- 
ments she received, and observed : “The women 
of my country who are really beautiful are still at 
Ajaccio.” 

According to Baron Larrey, Letizia’s visit to 
Brienne was responsible for an all-important 
decision in regard to Napoleon’s future. Carlo 
Bonaparte seems to have been strongly in 
favour of Napoleon entering the Navy, in pre- 
ference to the Army, and the boy himself 
was not averse to this arrangement, which, if 
he happened to be employed on the southern 

1 Montholon, Mdmoircs. 
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coast of France, would afford him many oppor- 
tunities of visiting his native land. At Brienne, 
pupils were prepared for both services, though 
the chief difference in the education of the young 
gentlemen who aspired to the marshal’s Adlan, 
and of those who hoped to emulate the deeds 
of Duquesne and Jean Bart, seems to have been 
that the latter slept in hammocks, instead of in 
beds. Napoleon was accordingly placed in the 
so-called naval class, and no doubt suffered not a 
little from the temptation which a hammock offers 
to practical jokers. However, Madame Bonaparte, 
who was naturally averse to exposing her son to 
the dangers of more than one element at the same 
time, and moreover considered that a military 
career would afford him far greater scope for 
his talents, did everything possible to dissuade 
him from becoming a sailor, and succeeded 
in bringing her husband round to her views. 
Representations were therefore made to the 
authorities at Brienne ; the report of the boy's 
professors, which declared “ Af. dc Buonapartc- 
Napolloit apt'e a devenir un excellent efficier dc 
marine,’' was cancelled, and all idea of the Navy 
definitely abandoned. 

About eighteen months after the return of 
the Bonapartcs to Ajaccio, Lctizia gave birth 
(October S, 1782) to her youngest daughter 
Maria Annunziata, afterwards called Caroline, 
the future Queen of Naples. Towards the end 
of the same year, Carlo Bonaparte, thanks to 
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the good offices of Marbeuf, was successful in 
obtaining a nomination for his eldest daughter, 
Maria Anna, or Marianna, to the school of 
Saint-Cyr, the celebrated institution for young 
girls founded by Madame de Maintenon. As, 
however, the little girl was not yet six years old, 
and the earliest age for admission to Saint-Cyr 
was seven, she was not required to leave home 
for more than twelve months. 

This was a great piece of good fortune for the 
impoverished family, for not only was Marianna’s 
education assured, but she would receive, on 
leaving the school, a trousseau and a dot of 3,000 
livres. But alas ! when the time came for her 
departure, Carlo and Letizia found ' themselves 
in a serious predicament, for, although when a 
pupil had completed her education, the expenses 
of her journey home were paid by the school, her 
parents were expected to defray the cost of her 
journey to Saint-Cyr ; and matters had now come 
to such a pass with them that they were at their 
wits’ end to find the money. The harvest that 
year had failed, both the little property at Milelli 
and the vineyard at Salines were mortgaged up 
to the hilt, and a lawsuit in which Carlo had 
been for some time past engaged with the Jesuits, 
over some property which had been bequeathed 
to the Order by one of his ancestors, “ enivri d'un 
faux principe de religion ,” was involving him in 
endless expense. At length, the difficulty was 
overcome, through the kindness of the deputy- 
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governor of the island, the Comte Rosel de 
Beaumanoir, who lent Carlo five hundred francs, 
and, early in June 1784, 1 he set out for France, 
taking with him Marianna and another little 
Corsican girl, Mile. Cattineo, who had also re- 
ceived a nomination to Saint-Cyr. 

Before taking his charges to Saint-Cyr, Carlo 
Bonaparte visited Autun, to inquire as to Joseph’s 
progress and to conduct Lucien, who was now nine 
years old and had completed his preparations for 
Brienne, to Champagne. Then he proceeded to 
Brienne, where Napoleon's course was now 
drawing to an end, and saw Lucien duly installed 
there, although until the elder brother had left, 
the younger' could not become a free scholar of 
the establishment, it being contrary to the rules 
to elect two scholars from the same family. Pre- 
sumably, however, Marbcuf or the good-natured 
Bishop of Autun had offered to defray the cost of 
Lucien’s education until that time arrived. 

In a letter to one of his uncles, probably 
Joseph Fesch, Napoleon speaks of his father’s 
visit and describes Lucien ns “ three feet eleven 
inches in height, healthy, fat, lively, and mis- 
chievous," and adds that “he knows French well 
and has entirely forgotten Italian.” 1 

1 And not in Juno 17S3, which is the date given by M. Tut- 
quan, in his Struts dt Kti/olton, anti by several other writers. 

» This letter, which is of (treat interest, is Riven at length by 
Mr. Oscar browning,’ in his A'a/t/tpn; Trtt First /’/.tit. the 
author observes that the visit d Carlo Ihinsparte in June i;!| 
was the only one which Napoleon received from any of hi* family 
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In the same letter, Napoleon mentions that 
one of the objects of his father’s visit to France 
was the hope that the change might restore him 
to health. Carlo’s health, indeed, had, for some 
time past, been occasioning his family grave 
anxiety. The affection of the stomach, “of 
which,” says Letizia, “ he always complained, 
particularly after dinner,” 1 had first become 
serious, at Ajaccio, in the course of the previous 
year, though, thanks to the unremitting care of 
his wife and the more regular life he led while 
at home, the progress of the disease had been 
temporarily arrested. 

After taking his daughter to Saint-Cyr and 
spending some time in Paris, where he en- 
deavoured to induce the Comptroller-General 
of Finance to entrust him with a contract for 
the draining of the salt marshes of Corsica, 
Carlo went to take the waters — presumably at 
Bourbon-les- Bains, which he had visited with his 
wife in 1 7S0. Towards the end of the summer, 
he returned to Ajaccio, bringing with him 
Joseph, who, to the great disappointment of his 
family, had abandoned his intention of entering 
the Church, in which, according to Napoleon, a 
fat benefice and eventually a bishopric awaited 
him, and had begged his father to procure him a 
commission in the army. 


during his stay at Briennc, He has apparently overlooked the 
visit which he received from both his parents in the late spring of 
1780. 1 Souvenirs dc Madame Mere, 
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Scarcely, however, had Carlo arrived home, 
than the alarming symptoms which had mani- 
fested themselves in the previous year returned 
with redoubled violence, and he determined to 
set out again for France, to place himself uniler 
the care of a Paris physician. As he was too ill 
to travel alone, it was arranged that Joseph 
Bonaparte and Fesch, who had now taken Holy 
Orders and was known as the Abbe Fesch, should 
accompany him, and in October they left Corsica, 
which Carlo was never to see again. 

A stormy passage aggravated the unfortunate 
man’s complaint, and he was unable to travel 
farther than Montpellier. A doctor who was 
called in pronounced him to be suffering from an 
ulcer in the stomach and held out no hope of his 
recovery, though of opinion that his life might, 
with care, be prolonged for some time. As his 
wife was again enceinte — she gave birth to their 
youngest son, J drome, on November 9 — Carlo 
strictly forbade her to be informed of his con- 
dition and wrote her reassuring letters. Happily, 
a countryman and friend of Madame Bonaparte, 
the beautiful Madame Pcrnon, mother of the 
future Duchesse d'Abrantcs, was then residing 
with her husband at Montpellier, and offered 
the sick man, who was lodged at a second- 
rate inn in the town, the shelter of her roof. 
Under the care of these good people, his health 
so far improved that he began to entertain hopes 
of ultimate recovery ; but this improvement was 
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not long maintained, and, after several weeks of 
acute suffering- he died at seven o’clock in the 

o 7 

e\ r ening of February 24, 17S5. Allowing him 
to have been born in 1746, the date which, as we 
have mentioned elsewhere, is that given by the 
best-informed writers, he was between thirty- 
eight and thirty-nine years of age. 

Shortly before his death, he advised Joseph to 
abandon all thoughts of a military career, and 
to remain in Corsica, in order to assist his mother 
in watching over the interests of his younger 
brothers . and sisters. He spoke frequently of 
Napoleon: “I greatly wish that I could have seen 
my dear little Napoleon again. I feel that his 
caresses would have soothed my last moments, 
but God has not permitted it.” He seems to 
have had some presentiment of the future great- 
ness of his second son, for, during his last 
moments, he repeatedly murmured his name ; 
and the last words he was heard to utter before 
lapsing into unconsciousness were: “Where is 
Napoleon ? Why does he not come, with his big 
sword, to defend his father ? ” 

Carlo Bonaparte was buried very quietly in 
the crypt of the Franciscan convent at Mont- 
pellier, 1 after which Joseph and Fesch set out 
for Ajaccio to break the sad news to Letizia. 

1 Iiis body was subsequently removed to the crypt of the 
church of Saint-Lieu, ' 
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4L.THOUGH Carlo Bonaparte liad been 
/-\ a far from satisfactory husband, he had 
always been a kind and affectionate one, 
and Letizia grieved for him sincerely. His 
children felt his death severely, too, and, in after 


years, always spoke and wrote of him in terms 
of esteem and affection. His good-nature, his 
handsome face, his elegant dress, and his reputa- 
tion for personal courage, had ail appealed to 
their youthful imaginations, and they were not 
old enough to understand the ceaseless labour 
and anxiety which his vanity and extravagance 
had imposed upon their devoted mother. 

Some of Madame Bonaparte's friends urged 
her to marry again, and, as site was still a very 
lovely woma n, suitors were not lacking. But the 

ss 
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experiences of her married life were not of a 
nature to encourage her to embark upon a second 
matrimonial venture, and she felt, moreover, that 
the care of her children would require every 
moment of her time. Carlo had left his affairs in 
the most hopeless confusion, but, with the aid of 
his uncle, the archdeacon, who was chosen by the 
family council as guardian to the children, she 
eventually succeeded in restoring them to some 
degree of order, though the income which the 
heavily mortgaged and neglected property pro- 
duced was pitiably small. On this and a small 
State pension, which Marbeuf succeeded in ob- 
taining for her, she contrived to maintain herself 
and her family. 

But the task was one which required the most 
complete self-sacrifice, the most unceasing drudg- 
ery. She laboured from morning until night : 
cooking, sewing, washing, ironing. She made 
every article of her younger children’s clothes 
and all her elder children’s linen with her own 
hands, until a sore on her finger, which “prevented 
her from sewing a stitch,” compelled her to 
engage a woman from Tuscany at three francs 
a month. This was the devoted Saveria, who 
followed her mistress everywhere and died in 
her house in Rome, in 1825. In 1813, she re- 
ceived a pension of 1,200 francs from Napoleon. 

It would be difficult to conceive the rigorous 
economy she was compelled to practise and the 
scarcity of money, observes M. Masson, were it 
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not for the family correspondence. In one letter, 
Napoleon complains that . his mother has not 
returned six dcus he has lent her ; in another, he 
mentions that she owes him three. Although, as 
we have said, she made all her elder children’s 
linen, she could not afford to pay the carriage of 
even the smallest parcel to Paris, Brienne, or 
Pisa — where Joseph, who had resolved to follow 
his father’s profession, was pursuing his studies — 
and had therefore to wait until her sons sent her 
the money before forwarding it. On one occa- 
sion, when the family removed from Ajaccio to 
Ucciani, the children took their mattresses with 
them, as they only possessed one apiece. 

And, while Letizia laboured for the family in 
Corsica, Napoleon, who, at the end of October 
1785, had passed out of the itcolc Militaire and 
had received a commission in the artillery regiment 
of La Ftlre, then stationed at Valence, worked for 
it in France. In the midst of his military duties, 
in the midst of his philosophical and social studies, 
and of “all the ideas which were bubbling in his 
brain,” never for a moment did he forget his 
impoverished relatives and his duty towards them. 
For them he was ready to deny himself every- 
thing. He lived in the simplest possible manner ; 
he never contracted a debt ; he never permitted 
himself the smallest extravagance, and, out of his 
miserable pittance as a second lieutenant, be con- 
trived, as we have seen, to send occasionally small 
sums to his mother, lie charged himself, too, 
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with the conduct of the family’s foreign affairs, 
drawing up petitions importuning the Government 
for bourses for his brothers, for the arrears of his 
mother’s pension, for the balance of a grant which 
had been promised Carlo Bonaparte for the 
establishment of a nursery of mulberry trees in 
Corsica. 1 And, if he were not very successful, like 
his father before him, he certainly lost nothing for 
the asking. 

In September 17S6, Napoleon returned to 
Ajaccio on furlough, after an absence of seven 
years. He found many changes. His father 
was dead, and the house, which in Carlo’s lifetime 
had been the resort of a good deal of company, 
and had occasionally worn an almost festive air, 
was now conducted with the regularity and sim- 
plicity of a monastery or a school. “ Prayer, 
sleep, meals, amusements, and exercise, all were 
calculated and measured out.” 2 Marbeuf was 
dead, too, in his eighty-fourth year, “ entourC de 
destine publique ,” leaving behind him a young 
wife, whom he had married two years before 
his death, 3 and a little son, six months old.” 1 And, 

1 The Government had promised S,5oo livres, and one sol per 
tree for grafting, but in May 1786, after between five and six 
thousand livres had been paid, it refused to advance any more 
money. 

2 Nasica, Mimoires sur Vcnfancc cf la jctniessc dc Napoldon. 

3 Catherine Antoinette Salinguera Gayardon de Fcnoyl, 
daughter of a marechal dc camp in the French army. In 1S05, 
Napoleon bestowed upon her a pension of 6,000 francs, “in con- 
sideration of the services rendered to Corsica by her husband 
during his government.” 

4 Laurent Francois Marie, Baron de Marbeuf. He entered the 
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finally, he found a little brother, Luigi (Louis), 
born just before his departure for France, and 
three little ones who had come 'into the world 
since he left home : Maria Paoletta (Pauline), 
Maria Annunziata (Caroline) and Geronimo 
(Jdrdme). 

The two elder ones, and particularly Pauline, 
captivated his heart at once. Already giving 
promise of those charms which she was one day 
to employ with such fatal effect, merry, affection- 
ate, and a veritable imp of mischief, she was the 
joy and despair of the whole Bonaparte family. 
Nothing — not even the fear of Letizia’s rod — 
could restrain her. Clambering over tables and 
chairs, playing with fragile ornaments which even 
her elders handled with religious respect, running 
downstairs at breakneck speed, climbing trees in 
quest of forbidden fruit, chasing poultry and 
sheep, crawling through prickly hedges, and re- 
turning home tattered and dirty, to receive a well- 
merited castigation, to promise amendment, and 
to resume her pranks on the morrow 1 

And Napoleon — this grave young officer — who 
already carried the head of a man of mature 
years on his youthful shoulders, became a boy 
again in the company of this little madcap, and 
romped with her as merrily as though those 

army, and, after serving with distinction in several of Napoleon '* 
campaigns, became, in October, tSu, colonel of theGth regiment 
of ClievnU-IA’crs ; but died the following year, of wounds ft* 
ceivctl during the disastrous invasion of Russia. 
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seven years at Brienne and the Ecole Militaire 

and Valence. had never been. For, in the privacy 
of his family circle, he always remained young; 
indeed, his exuberant playfulness was occasion- 
ally found somewhat trying by certain of his 
relatives, his two wives in particular. 

Poverty-stricken though were his surroundings, 
Napoleon seems to have been perfectly happy 
in Corsica, for never was there a man more im- 
pregnated with the love of home and country. 
He read and studied, worked at his Histoire 
de la libertd corse , which he had begun in 1786, 
and of which he read passages to his mother, 
discussed literature, philosophy, and politics with 
Joseph, and business matters with Letizia and 
the archdeacon, taught little Louis mathematics, 
and romped with Pauline ; and when, after a 
stay of twelve months, his furlough, which had 
been extended to December 1, 1787, owing to 
an attack of fever, was cut short by the fear of 
a war with Prussia, which caused all officers on 
leave to be recalled to their regiments, he quitted 
the island with regret. 

O 

. On reaching Marseilles, he found that the 
alarm had subsided and that his recall had been 
countermanded. He did not, however, return to 
Corsica, but proceeded to Paris, with which he 
was still unacquainted, for during his course at 
the Ecole Militaire, he had been kept strictly 
within its walls. Here he passed six months, 
bombarding the Comptroller - General with de- 
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mands for the settlement of his mother’s claim 
in the matter of the mulberry trees, though, un- 
happily, without result. Here, too, by his own 
confession, he seems to have • indulged in his 
first passade, with a woman, of the town whom he 
met in the Palais-Royal, though one of his most 
recent biographers, Mr. Oscar Browning, in con- 
tradiction to M. Masson, charitably refuses to 
believe that the young officer “deviated on this 
occasion from the stern principles of virtuous 
conduct which he both taught and practised at 
this period,” 1 

He also appears to have gone to Saint-Cyr, 
to visit his sister Marianna ; for it is no doubt 
in connection with a visit paid about this time 
that the Duchesse d’Abrantes relates the follow- 
ing anecdote. 

“ One day, my mother [Madame Permon] and 
some other members of my family went to pay 
a visit to Saint-Cyr, and Bonaparte accompanied 
them. When Marianna came into the parlour, 
she appeared very melancholy, and at the first 
word that was addressed to her, she burst into 
tears. My mother embraced her and endea- 
voured to console her, but it was some time 
before Marianna would inform her of the cause 
of her distress. At length, my mother ascer- 
tained that one of the young ladies (Mile. 
Montluc) was to leave the school in a week, 

1 See, in regard to this incident, M. Masson, iVopol/on et Us 
femmes , and Mr. Oscar Browning, Napoleon : Tie I : ml Those. 
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and that the pupils of her class intended to 
give her a little entertainment on her departure. 
Every one had contributed, but Marianna could 
give nothing, because her allowance was nearly 
exhausted, and she had only six francs left. 
‘If I give the six francs,’ said she, ‘ I shall 
have nothing left, and I shall not receive my 
allowance for some weeks to come ; besides, 
six francs are not enough.’ Napoleon’s first 
movement, as my mother told me, when relating 
this anecdote, was to put his hand into his pocket. 
However, a moment’s reflection showed him that 
he would find nothing there. He checked him- 
self, coloured a little, and stamped his foot. . . . 
My mother asked Marianna how much she re- 
quired. The sum was small : ten or twelve 
francs. My mother gave her the money, and 
her distress was at an end. When they got into 
the carriage, Napoleon, who had restrained his 
feelings, burst forth into violent invectives against 
the detestable system of such establishments as 
Saint-Cyr and the military schools. It was evi- 
dent that he felt deeply the humiliation of his 
sister.” 1 

Napoleon had suffered at the Iicole Militaire 
from the same want of money for unnecessary 
expenses as his sister was suffering from at Saint- 
Cyr. The “ detestable system ” against which he 
inveighed, was that which permitted the few chil- 
dren of wealthy parents which these institutions 

1 Duchess d’Abranttis, Mdmoircs. 
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contained to set the tone to the school and in- 
volve their schoolfellows, the great majority of 

■ whom were pensioners of the State, in an expen- 
diture out of all proportion to their slender means, 
with the humiliating alternative of having their 
poverty continually cast in their teeth. 

On New Year’s Day 1788, Napoleon returned 
to Ajaccio — -leave was very easy to obtain in 
those days — where he remained six months, lead- 
ing much the same life as he had in the previous 
year, and doing everything possible to assist his 
mother, who, crippled by the fees which she had 
to pay for Joseph at the University of Pisa and for 
Lucien, who had quitted Brienne eighteen months 
after Napoleon and was now at the seminary at 
Aix, 1 was in worse straits than ever. 

■ Both Madame Bonaparte and Napoleon were 
exceedingly anxious to secure the admission of 
little Louis to one of the military schools; but, 
though they both appear to have made repeated 
applications and to have indited the most touching 
letters, they met with no success. In an epistle 
which the former addressed to the Minister for 
War on June 18, 1788, she thus concludes : 

. Charged with the education of eight children, 
widow of a man who always served the King and 
the administration of the affairs of the Island of 

1 Lucien had been sent to Aix in the hope that he nould obtain 
one of the free scholarships reserved for young Corsican gentlemen 
who intended to enter the priesthood ; but alas -I in spite of the im- 
portunities of Napoleon, the bourse Aid not arrive. 



THE WOMEN BONAPARTES 


67 

Corsica, who sacrificed considerable sums in order 
to further the views of the Government, deprived, 
of resources, it is at the foot of the Throne and 
in your sensitive and virtuous heart that she hopes 
to find them. 

Eight children, Monseigneur, shall be the organ 
of the prayers which she will address to Heaven 
for your preservation. 1 

At the beginning of June 1788, Napoleon 
quitted Corsica and rejoined his regiment, which 
since the end of the previous year had been 
stationed at Auxonne. He lived in a single, 
barely furnished room, studied incessantly, and 
restricted himself to one meal a day, either 
from motives of economy or from the belief that 
an empty stomach sharpens the intellect. In July, 
he wrote to his mother : 

I have nothing to do here except to work. I 
only put on my uniform once a week. I sleep 
very little since my illness ; it is incredible. I 
go to bed at ten o’clock and rise at four 111 the 
morning. I have only one meal a day, at three 
o’clock, which makes me very well in health. 

Some months after Napoleon’s departure from 
Corsica, Lucien Bonaparte, who, although he had 
spent two years at the seminary at Aix, had failed 
to evince any vocation for the ecclesiastical state, 
and was, besides, in somewhat delicate health, was 
removed by Letizia, and returned to Ajaccio. 
In his Mdmoires, he has left us the following 

1 Published by Baron Larrey, Madame Mire. 
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sketch of the Bonaparte family at the moment of 
his arrival : 

“ My mother, left a widow in the prime of life, 
devoted herself to the care of her numerous family. 
Joseph, the eldest of her children, who was twenty- 
three years of age, seconded her zealously and 
showed towards us a fathers affection. Napoleon, 
two years younger 1 than Joseph, had not yet been 
to the royal school at Saint-Cyr to fetch their 
sister, Marianna (lilisa). Louis, Jdrome, Pauline, 
and Caroline were still children. 

“A brother of my father, the Archdeacon 
Lucien, had become the head of the family. 
Although gouty and bedridden for some time 
past, he maintained an unceasing watch over 
our Interests. If Providence had struck us the 
heaviest of blows in depriving us so soon of our 
father, it atoned for this blow as much as possible 
by leaving us for some time longer this excellent 
uncle. It endowed also the best of mothers with • 
that spirit of constancy and that strength of mind 
of which the future which was opening before us 
furnished her with the opportunity of giving so 
many proofs. A brother of our mother, the Abbe 
Fesch, completed our family.” 

When Napoleon next visited his family, at the 
end of September 1789, the Revolution had begun, 
and great events were preparing in Corsica. Al- 
though social conditions in the island were very 
different from those which prevailed in France, 

* He was only thirteen months younger. 
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the tyranny of the French officials and the re- 
stricted powers possessed by the Corsican Estates 
had provided a naturally turbulent and discon- 
tented people with ample pretext for disorder, 
and riots had already broken out at Ajaccio, 
Corte, and Bastia. Generally speaking, the popu- 
lace of the towns, the peasantry, and the middle- 
classes — or, at least, the younger generation 
among them — welcomed the Revolution with 
enthusiasm, while the nobility and the clergy were 
opposed to it. But the situation of affairs was 
complicated by family quarrels and individual 
jealousies. Napoleon, burning with enthusiasm 
for the Revolution, plunged eagerly into the fray, 
and drew up an address to the National Assembly, 
entreating it “to restore to the Corsicans the 
rights which Nature had given to everv man.” 
It is probable that this address, which received 
an immense number of signatures, had no small 
influence on the passing of the decree of Novem- 
ber 30, 1789, declaring Corsica an integral part 
of France, and placing it under the same laws as 
the rest of the kingdom. 

In an excess of generosity, the National As- 
sembly next proceeded to recall Paoli, who, since 
his departure from Corsica, in 1769, had been 
living in England, where George II had granted 
him a pension of ,£1,500 a year. Mirabeau pro- 
posed his recall, “to expiate an unjust conquest,” 
and the motion was carried with acclamation. 
t Paoli came to Paris to salute the Assembly, and' 
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was presented by Lafayette to the King, and 
when he set out for Corsica, he carried with him 
the title of lieutenant-general and military com- 
mandant of the island. His journey through 
France was a prolonged ovation, and he was 
received everywhere with cries' of "Vive Paoli!" 

At Lyons, a deputation from Ajaccio, of which 
Joseph Bonaparte formed part, met him and 
accompanied him to Bastia, where he arrived on 
July 17, 1790,' to be greeted with frantic enthu- 
siasm. Both Joseph and Napoleon attached 
themselves closely to the aged chief, and 
Napoleon, with the idea of securing the latter’s 
favourable attention, wrote in his defence an 
open letter to Matteo Buttafuoco, a Corsican 
deputy who had attacked Paoli in the National 
Assembly, couched in the most violent language. 

1 At the end of January 1799, Napoleon returned 
to his regiment at Auxonne, accompanied by his 
little brother Louis, whose education he had 
resolved to undertake himself. The education 
and maintenance of a child of twelve was a 
heavy responsibility, but the bourses hitherto 
reserved for the sons of noble parents liad 
now been suppressed, and the family could not 
afford to pay for Louis's schooling ; and he did 
not hesitate. And so he shared with his little 
brother his meagre pay, occupying a single room 
with a tiny closet attached, which served for 
Louis's bedroom, watching over him with almost 
paternal tenderness, teaching him mathematics, 
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geography, and history, and depriving himself for 
his sake of till those little pleasures which make 
garrison life endurable, and sometimes — or so, at 
least, he reminded Louis, in after years, when, as 
King of Holland, he refused to comply with his 
suzerain’s wishes — even of bread. 

In the following spring, a change in the 
organisation of the artillery led to Napoleon 
being promoted to the rank of first lieutenant 
and transferred to the Regiment of Grenoble, 
stationed at Valence. He did not remain long 
here, however, as towards the end of September, 
the illness of his uncle Luciano necessitated his 
return to Corsica. The archdeacon died on 
October 16, 1791, surrounded by all the family. 
A few hours before his death, he turned to 
Joseph and said: “You are the eldest of the 
family, but Napoleon is the head of it. Take 
care to remember that ! ” 1 

Uncle Luciano had been a very thrifty old 
gentleman — so thrifty, indeed, that ill-natured 
people called him a miser. Not only did he 
hoard his own money, but the meagre revenues 
of the family property, of which he was adminis- 
trator, as well. Poor Letizia might have been 
spared many an anxious hour, had the good man 
consented to dip his hand a little more frequently 

1 Souvenirs de Sainic-Htthtc. According to Joseph, the words 
were: “You are the eldest of the family, but here” — and he pointed 
to Napoleon — “ is he who will be its head, for he will become a 
great man .” — Memoircs du Roi Joseph. 
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into the bag containing his treasure, which he 
kept under the mattress of his bed. One day, 
little Pauline, - who was no respecter of arch- 
deacons, made a raid, and before any one sus- 
pected her purpose, had drawn the precious bag 
from its hiding-place and emptied its contents in 
a glittering stream on to the floor, the gold and 
silver rolling in all directions. What must have 
been the feelings of those poverty-stricken chil- 
dren as they ran dutifully to pick up the scattered 
treasure, the while Uncle Luciano swore “by ail 
the saints in Paradise ” that not so much as a sol 
of it was his or theirs; that all belonged to a 
third party, who had constituted him his banker I 

But now at length they were to reap the 
reward of the archdeacon’s thrifty habits ; the 
treasure was theirs, and small though the amount 
probably was, when judged by a Continental 
standard, it was sufficient to place them, if not 
among the wealthy families of the island, at least 
among those who were in comfortable circum- 
stances — those who would have to be reckoned 
with in the coming political crisis. 

For Joseph, Lucien, even, to a certain extent, 
the prudent, thrifty, unimaginative Lctizia her- 
self, had all become infected by the restless spirit 
of the time, which had already laid so powerful a 
hold on Napoleon, and proposed to devote no 
small part of the archdeacon's savings — it was 
surely enough to make the poor old gentleman 
turn in his grave! — not to liquidating the mort- 
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gages on Salines and Milelli, not to improving 
their neglected property, but to promoting the 
candidature of the aspiring lieutenant of artillery 
for the lieutenant-colonelcy of the battalion of 
the “National Volunteers of Ajaccio and Talano,” 
one of four similar battalions to be raised in 
Corsica, the officers of which were to be elected 
by their men. What appreciable advantages the 
Bonapartes expected to derive from Napoleons 
occupation of this post are not quite clear, but 
“the confidence that they had in him was un- 
bounded,” 1 and they were prepared to make any 
sacrifices to ensure his success. 

The Corsican of those days dearly loved an 
election of any kind, which not only afforded a 
welcome break im the monotony of his life, but 
presented unique opportunities for the payment 
of old scores, under cover of the turmoil which it 
invariably aroused — which payment did not take 
the form of a broken head, as in more northern 
latitudes, but of a stiletto in the back — and, as 
this contest promised to be an unusually strenuous 
one, the excitement was intense. There were 
five candidates, of whom the most formidable 
were one Ouenza, a protdgd of Paoli, and Carlo 
Pozzo di Borgo. Napoleon and Quenza came 
to an. agreement, whereby they were to unite 
their forces against Pozzo, in order to secure the 
election of Quenza as first lieutenant-colonel of 
the battalion, and Napoleon as second. Pozzo 

1 Nasica, Mdmoires sur Vcnfancc et la jeunesse de Napoleon. 
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was supported by the powerful Peraldi family, to 
the head of which, Marius Peraldi, Napoleon 
sent a challenge to a duel, which, however, was 
prudently declined. 

' The expenditure of the Bonapartes was “enor- 
mous, in comparison with their fortune.” The' 
archdeacon’s savings were squandered in the 
most reckless fashion. Their house was crowded 
at all hours with Napoleon’s supporters, many of 
whom, either because they had come long dis- 
tances, or had been entertained so generously 
they 'were incapable of finding their way home, 
might be seen, when night fell, sleeping on 
mattresses spread on the floor or on the stairs. 
Letizia began to fear that she would be ruined. 

“ I am almost at the end of my resources,” she 
sadly remarked one day to Napoleon, “ I must 
either sell my property or borrow.” The young 
officer made an impatient gesture, upon which 
she hastened to add : “ Oh 1 it is not poverty 
that I fear ; it is disgrace.” “ Mother,” replied 
Napoleon, “ take courage and endeavour to sus- 
tain me to the end. We must go forward ; we 
have gone too far to turn back. In ten days, the 
battalion will be organised; then my men will 
cease to be a burden to you ; they will be paid by 
the Government. If I succeed, as I hope, our 
fortunes will change. Once superior officer, my 
way is made. A general conflagration is about to 
burst forth in Europe, and a brilliant career 
awaits those who know how to make use of their 
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opportunities. The profession of arms will 
triumph over all others. ... I hope that I shall 
be wanted, and, for the rest, I have courage, since 
I shall know how to render myself necessary. If 
I do not meet with a premature death in war, I 
shall undoubtedly find there glory and fortune. 
Mother, do what you can; but, above all, do not be 
cast down ; your health might suffer, and I am in 
need of your endurance, as well as of your devo- 
tion.” Saying which, he strode away in a great 
state of agitation . 1 

Although the election was left to the suffrages 
of the volunteers themselves, the Government 
sent three commissioners to preside over it, and 
these officials were expected to exercise consider- 
able influence on the result. There was there- 
fore much speculation as to which of the many 
offers of hospitality which they had received 
would be accepted by them, and the consterna- 
tion of the Bonaparte faction was intense when 
it was ascertained that one of them named 
Morati had gone to lodge with Marius Peraldi. 
They had boasted that their candidate enjoyed 
the confidence and support of the Government, 
and here was one of the commissioners a guest 
at the house of the chief supporter of his most 
dangerous rival ! 

Napoleon, however, speedily decided what 
action to take. On the night before the election, 
a party of his friends, armed to the teeth, went to 

1 Baron Larrey, Madame Mire. 



76 THE WOMEN BONAPARTES 

Peraldi s residence, and, with many professions of 
•respect, carried off Morati to the Bonapartes’ 
house in the Rue Saint-Charles. “You were 
not at liberty at Peraldi’s,” observed Napoleon, 
in answer to the astonished commissioner’s re- 
quest for an explanation ; “ here you are in your 
own house.” Morati, a Corsican himself, took 
the incident in good part, slept at the Bonapartes’ 
house, and next day (April I, 1792) went under 
their protection to the poll, which was held in the 
church of San Francesco. Napoleon’s coup dc 
main had ensured his success, and he and 
Quenza were duly elected. “ Napoleon,” wrote 
Lucien to Joseph, “is lieutenant-colonel with 
Quenza. At this moment, the house is full of 
people and the band of the regiment.” 

Napoleon paid dearly, in after years, for this 
trumpery success, for, from that hour, his defeated 
rival Pozzo di Borgo, once his friend, became his 
most deadly enemy, and “ made of all Europe the 
maqtcis in which, during a quarter of a century, 
he pursued with his implacable vengeance the too 
fortunate companion of his youth.” 1 

Nor were its immediate results particularly 
1 “To triumph over the Ajaccian who was his rival' Votio 
visited London, Vienna, St Petersburg, Constantinople, Syria, 
seeking everywhere to stir up enmity against Napoleon. Agent in 
turn of England, Austria, and Russia, he ended by acquiring in 
the diplomatic world a considerable importance. It was fie who 
incited Bemadottc to turn against his benefactor ; he who pushed 
the Allies to advance on Paris, he who carried off the King of 
Rome. Finally it was he who, at the Congress of Vienna, had the 
audacity to propose the banishment to the Isle of Elba, and who 
invented St. Helena.'— Rocca, U Kid de tAigle. 
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gratifying. On Easter Sunday (April 8), a 
quarrel between the volunteers of the Ouenza- 
Bonaparte battalion and the townspeople led to a 
serious affray, in which several persons on either 
side were killed or injured, and the interference 
of the regular troops at the citadel was necessary 
to restore order. An inquiry was instituted, and, 
but for the constitutional objection of the Corsi- 
cans to wash their dirty linen in public, and the 
consequent difficulty of obtaining evidence, 1 Napo- 
leon might have found himself in an exceedingly 
unpleasant position. As matters stood, the belli- 
cose volunteers were ordered to Corte, and their 
lieutenant -colonel en secondc , who had already 
greatly exceeded his furlough, judged it advisable 
to return to France. On his arrival in Paris 
(May 28), he found that he had already been 
deprived of his commission. Officers, however, 
were sorely needed, and the War Office accepted 
his explanation of the delay; and, on July 10, he 
was replaced in his old regiment, with the rank of 
captain, and received his arrears of pay. 2 

1 The difficulty of obtaining evidence in Corsica in criminal 
cases rendered a prosecution a mere farce. In 1791, two com- 
missioners sent by the National Assembly to inquire into the 
condition of the island, reported that, although there had been 
130 homicides in the past three years, only one person had been 
condemned for them. 

2 And this, notwithstanding the fact that, two days earlier, the 
Minister for War had written to Maillard, the officer commanding 
the French 'garrison at Ajaccio, that, having read his report 
relative to the disturbances on Easter Sunday, he was of opinion 
that the conduct of M. Bonaparte had been “ infinitely reprehen- 
sible,” and that he regretted his inability to bring him before a 
court-martial. 
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serious affray, in which several persons on either 
side were killed or injured, and the interference 
of the regular troops at the citadel was necessary 
to restore order. An inquiry was instituted, and, 
but for the constitutional objection of the Corsi- 
cans to wash their dirty linen in public, and the 
consequent difficulty of obtaining evidence, 1 Napo- 
leon might have found himself in an exceedingly 
unpleasant position. As matters stood, the belli- 
cose volunteers were ordered to Corte, and their 
lieutenant -colonel en seconde, who had already 
greatly exceeded his furlough, judged it advisable 
to return to France. On his arrival in Paris 
(May 28), he found that he had already been 
deprived of his commission. Officers, however, 
were sorely needed, and the War Office accepted 
his explanation of the delay ; and, on July 10, he 
was replaced in his old regiment, with the rank of 
captain, and received his arrears of pay. 2 

1 The difficulty of obtaining evidence in Corsica in criminal 
cases rendered a prosecution a mere farce. In 1791, two com- 
missioners sent by the National Assembly to inquire into the 
condition of the island, reported that, although there had been 
13° homicides in the past three years, only one person had been 
condemned for them. 

. And this, notwithstanding the fact that, two days earlier, the 
J Sinister for War had written to Maillard, the officer commanding 
the French garrison at Ajaccio, that, having read his report 
relative to the disturbances on Easter Sunday, he was of opinion 
. at d )e conduct of M. Bonaparte had been “ infinitely reprehen- 
sible,” and that he regretted his inability to bring him before a 
court-martial. 
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Soon after his arrival in Paris, he visited his 
sister Marianna at Saint-Cyr, who had now been 
for eight years an inmate of that institution. The 
days of Saint-Cyr as a seminary for young ladies 
were numbered, since the democratic spirit of 
the time refused to tolerate any longer the exist- 
ence of institutions reserved for the children of 
the nobility. But the Bonaparte family do not 
seem to have anticipated the closing of the 
school, which actually took place in the following 
autumn ; and they were in doubt as to whether it 
was advisable to remove Marianna, now that she 
had reached an age when in Corsica most girls 
were already married, or to allow her to remain 
until she was twenty, when she would receive, on 
leaving, a trousseau and a dot of 3,000 livres — a 
large sum in Corsican eyes. 

After his visit to Saint-Cyr, however, Napoleon 
wrote to Joseph, strongly advising that she 
should return to Corsica. “ Marianna is ingenu- 
ous,” he writes ; “she will easily accustom herself 
to household ways. There is no malice in her. 
In this respect, she 'is less advanced even than 
Paoletta (Pauline). We could not marry her 
before keeping her six or seven months at home. 
... I am of opinion that she will be unhappy in 
Corsica, if she remained in her convent until she 
was twenty, whereas now she will come thither 
without perceiving the difference.” 

Men far older and more experienced in woman's 
ways than Napoleon had been sadly at fault in 
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their estimate of the demure daughters of Madame 
de Maintenon, who were trained to write in 
stilted phrases, to speak, with their eyes bent on 
the ground, in softly-modulated tones, and to 
curtsey gravely whenever any one addressed 
them ; to dissimulate, in short, their natures, their 
characters, and their aspirations as they concealed 
their tresses beneath the taffeta caps and black 
gauze veils which their foundress had selected for 
them. Marianna, in point of fact, was a very 
different person from the ingenuous damsel her 
brother fondly imagined her to be. In appearance, 
she resembled Napoleon more closely than either 
of her sisters, and in character, they had much 
in common. Proud, independent, resolute, and 
ambitious, she will bring with her from Saint- 
Cyr, not only aristocratic predilections and a love 
of regularity and order in all her surroundings, 
but the rooted conviction that woman is man’s 
equal, if not his superior, and that she only re- 
quires suitable opportunities to prove it. A few 
years hence, we shall see her at the head of a 
literary and artistic coterie in Paris, eager to be 
regarded as the arbitrix of taste and the tutelary 
divinity of the Muses ; a little later on, her own 
Minister for Foreign Affairs at Lucca, writing 
bulky despatches to Napoleon. Ah ! If. only her 
talents had been equal to her pretensions, what a 
great woman she would have been ! 

As for the high moral principles which her 
teachers at Saint-Cyr were supposed to have 
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inculcated, these alas ! if they ever took root at all 
in the young lady s mind, speedily withered away. 
The gay courtiers of the old regime used to com. 
plain that Saint-Cyr produced nothing but prudes; 
those of them who survived the guillotine and 
made their peace with Napoleon, found very little 
that was prudish about his eldest sister. 

On August 16 of that eventful year, Saint-Cyr. 
was suppressed, by a decree of the Legislative 
Assembly, and Marianna had no alternative but 
to return to Ajaccio. Napoleon, who, although he 
had been “advised ” by the Minister for War to re- 
join his regiment, was still in Paris, endeavouring 
to make up his mind whether to remain Corsican 
with Paoli or to become French with the Revolu- 
tion, was glad of the excuse which his sister’s 
predicament afforded him to return to Corsica, 
and forthwith applied for the necessary congf, in 
order that he might escort her thither. This 
he obtained without difficulty, and, early on 
September r, he went to Saint-Cyr to fetch 
Marianna. The authorities of that institution, 
however, declined to allow the girl to depart with- 
out the authorisation of the municipality and 
that of the Directory of the district. Napoleon 
accordingly went to find the mayor, and that 
functionary, having accompanied him to the 
school and satisfied himself that his visitor really 
was the young lady's brother, and not a lover 
masquerading as such, with whom she was con- 
templating elopement, gave the authorisation dc- 
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manded. This ■ Napoleon at once forwarded to 
the administrators of the district of Versailles 
for their ratification, accompanying it with a 
request that they would defray the cost of the 
journey to Ajaccio, in accordance with a clause 
in the decree of August 1 6, which provided that 
the dispossessed scholars should be paid travelling 
expenses at the rate of 20 sols per league, to 
enable them to return to their homes. The 
following is a translation of this letter, which 
is preserved in the archives of the Prefecture 
of Versailles, and has been published by M. 
Turquan, in his Samrs dc Napoldon : 

To the Administrators of Versailles. 

Messieurs, — Buonaparte, brother and guardian 
of the demoiselle Marianne Buonaparte, has the 
honour to lay before you the law of August 7 
and particularly the additional act decreed the 
1 6th of the same month, suppressing the schools 
of Saint-Louis. He claims the execution of the 
law, and to take back to her family the said 
demoiselle his sister, very urgent affairs and the 
public service obliging him to quit Paris without 
delay. He begs that you will be willing to 
order that she may enjoy the benefit of the law 
of the 1 6th, and, that the treasurer of the district 
be directed to pay the twenty sols per league as 
far as the municipality of Ajaccio in Corsica, 
place of domicile of the said demoiselle, and where 
she must rejoin her mother. 

With respect, 

1 September, 1792 

1— 6 


Buonaparte 
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At the bottom of her brother’s letter, and in 
a style and an orthography so capricious as to 
su gg est ^at several very elegant letters penned 
by her at Saint-Cyr were drafted and corrected 
by her mistresses, Marianna wrote as follows : 

I have the honour to inform the Administrators 
that never having known any other father than 
my brother, if his affairs obliged him to depart 
without taking me with him, I should find myself 
in an absolute impossibility of quitting the school 
of Saint-Cyr. 1 With respect, 

Marianne Buonaparte 

The Directory of Versailles, after considering 
these requests, passed the following resolution. 

The Directory is of opinion that there is reason 
to deliver for the benefit of the demoiselle Bona- 
parte an order for the sum of 352 livres, in order 
that she may proceed to Ajaccio in Corsica, her 
birthplace and the residence of her family, a dis- 
tance of three hundred and fifty-two leagues; 
that, in consequence, the sicur Bonaparte is 
authorised to withdraw from the school of Saint- 
Cyr the demoiselle his sister, with the clothes and 
linen for her use. 

That same evening, the sicur Bonaparte 
returned to Saint-Cyr, in a shabby fiacre, and 
carried the demoiselle his sister off to Paris, 

* “Jay Hionncur de faire observer .\ messieurs les adminiera- 
leurs fjuc, r.ayant jamais connu (ftw/res p£re que mon frtre, sy 
affaires lobli^oict partir sans qu’it nc rtattent nvee Ivy jc me 
trouverais <ti n< ,,nf * imfinttMlUJ nfut/u iilvitcuer la ntiiwfi 
Saint-Cyr. 
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to the Hotel de Metz, in the Rue du Mail, 
where they remained during those terrible 
days and nights when the prisons of Paris 
ran with blood and Murder stalked red-handed 
through the city. On September io, they 
quitted the bloodstained capital and set out on 
their journey to Marseilles, where they arrived 
without adventure. Their stay in the city, 
however — for, owing to the difficulty of find- 
ing a ship, they were obliged to remain at 
Marseilles until the middle of October — was 
marked by a somewhat alarming incident. Mari- 
anna having exchanged the modest head-dress 
of Saint-Cyr for a fashionable hat trimmed with 
feathers, some sans-culotlcs took offence, and an 
angry mob surrounded the inn at which they had 
put up, shouting: “Death to the aristocrats!” Nor 
was it until Napoleon removed the obnoxious hat 
from his sister's head and threw it among the 
crowd, crying: “We are no more aristocrats than 
you are ! ” that it consented to disperse. 

On October 15, they reached Ajaccio, and, for 
the first time since Joseph and Napoleon had 
quitted their homes to go to France, nearly 
fourteen years before, Letizia found all her 
children assembled round her. 



CHAPTER V 


Marianna and Admiral Truguet— Paoli or France?—' The Bona- 
partes decide to remain true to France — Embarrassing results 
of Lncien's eloquence— Civil war in Corsica— Adventures of 
Napoleon — Courage of Letiria — The flight from Ajaccio — A 
perilous journey— The Bonapartes leave Corsica for France. 

M ARIANNA received a warm welcome 
from her family, upon whom she made 
a very favourable impression, although 
the younger children rallied her a little upon 
her stately manners and called her "la Grande 
Demoiselle.” She made a very favourable im- 
pression upon another person, also, Admiral 
Truguet, 1 to wit, who, in the middle of Decem- 
ber 1792, arrived at Ajaccio, in command of 
the squadron which was to take part in the 

1 Laurent Jean Francois Truguet (*752-1839). After sening 
with distinction, under Gutchen and d’Eslaing, in the war of 
1778-17S3 against Great Britain, he went to Turkey to reorganise 
the Ottoman navy, in which his Trait/ tie insnatrvrts et tie litiiqut 
was long in use. He was Minister of Marine from November 1793 
to August 1797, and in the following year was sent as Ambassador 
to Madrid, but fell into disgrace and retired to Holland. Kecaffcd 
after the coup tNttat of Brumaire 18, he was made a Councillor of 
State, and, in 1801, resumed his command at sea. Three years 
later, however, he was cashiered for refusing to give his adhesion 
to the Empire, and remained out of favour till 1808, when he was 
appointed maritime prefect of Brest, and subsequently entrusted 
with the naval administration of Holland. In 1819, !.ou?* HI 
created him a count and a fair de France , 

Si 
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proposed expedition against Sardinia, bringing 
with him Semonville, who was proceeding as 
Ambassador to Constantinople, but proposed to 
accompany the expedition. 

Truguet, who owed his high grade to the emi- 
gration of his superior officers, was still a young 
man, “handsome, bronzed, and vigorous,” and, 
though of modest origin, possessed very elegant 
manners. Both the admiral and Sdmonville stayed 
with the Bonapartes, and, as Madame Bonaparte 
knew little or no French, and Truguet was equally 
ignorant of Italian, the latter and Marianna were a 
good deal in each other’s company. The sailor made 
love to the young lady “with all the ardour of his 
profession,” and his overtures appear to have been 
not unfavourably received ; but, at that moment, 
there was little time for love-making, and still less 
for marriage. At the beginning of January 1793, 
Truguet sailed for Cagliari, and he did not return to 
Corsica. At a later period, the admiral lamented 
that the call of duty had caused him to miss the 
great opportunity of his life, though most persons 
acquainted with the lady’s subsequent history will 
probably be of opinion that it was a fortunate 
escape. As for Marianna, she confessed that she 
would have preferred him as a husband to the 
complaisant Baciocchi, though that was at best 
but a mediocre compliment. 

The expedition to Cagliari was a dismal failure, 
nor did any b.etter fortune attend an attack on 
the little island of La Maddalena, in which 
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Napoleon received his baptism of fire. No blame, 
however, attached to the young' officer, who did 
everything possible to ensure success. He re- 
turned to Corsica, deeply mortified by his failure, 
and convinced that treachery had been at work. 

His suspicions were probably well founded. 
In its early stages, the great majority of Cor- 
sicans had welcomed the Revolution ; but, as 
it proceeded on its bloodstained course, its more 
moderate adherents, who had no desire that 
the savage violence which was rendering Paris 
and half the cities of France nightmares to all 
peaceably-disposed persons should be introduced 
into the island, began to take alarm, and after the 
fall of the Monarchy, a strong movement against 
the French Government began to manifest itself. 

At the head of this movement was Paoli him- 
self, who had never had much sympathy with' the 
Revolution, though he had succeeded in disguis- 
ing his feelings so successfully from its leaders in 
Paris, that both the civil and military power in 
the island had been placed in his hands. His 
chief adviser was Napoleon’s bitter enemy Porzo 
di Borgo, who exercised great influence over him 
and boasted that he was his right hand. 

After much deliberation, the Bonapnrtcs had 
determined to remain true to France. It was the 
most honourable course to adopt, since France 
had materially assisted in keeping the wolf from 
their door for many a iong year, had educated 
half the family free of all expense, and, in short, 
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of Corsica to France." 1 But this confiscation, 
persecution, and exile ought, we think, to be 
regarded rather as disasters unexpectedly brought 
upon it by the rashness of .Lucien Bonaparte than 
sacrifices deliberately made upon the altar of 
political principle. Had it not been for this 
mischance, it is probable that Napoleon, aware of 
the futility of the republican party in the island 
attempting to make head against the Paolists 
without the assistance of a French army, would 
have returned to France, taking Joseph and 
Lucien with him, while Letizia and the younger 
children, whom Paoli would certainly have pro- 
tected, would have remained quietly in Corsica. 
Lucien, however, upset everything. 

This precocious young gentleman — he was not 
yet eighteen — by the aid of a sublime assurance, 
an extraordinarily fluent tongue, and a fervid 
imagination, had already made for himself a con- 
siderable reputation in the revolutionary clubs in 
Corsica, which he was apparently anxious should 
extend to the Continent. Finding himself, in the 
last days of March, at Toulon, whither he had 
accompanied Simonvillc, in the quality of tem- 
porary secretary, he hied him to the Republican 
Club, and there delivered a most violent tirade 
against Paoli — whose refusal to employ him 
had deeply wounded his self-esteem— accusing 
him of various illegal acts and or treasonable 
dealings with England. His oration made so 

1 MaJjme itirr. 



THE WOMEN BONAPARTES 89 

great an impression upon his audience that an 
address to the Convention was forthwith drawn 
up and adopted, and on April 2 it was presented 
to that assembly by Escudier, the deputy for the 
Var. Only the previous day, Dumouriez had 
been declared guilty of treason, and the Conven- 
tion, beside itself with fear and indignation, was 
ready to suspect everybody. After a brief dis- 
cussion, a decree was passed summoning Paoli 
and Pozzo di Borgo to the bar — in other words, 
to the guillotine — and orders for their arrest were 
despatched to Corsica. 

Lucien, proud and triumphant, wrote to his 
family : “ I have dealt a decisive blow to our 
enemies; you did not anticipate it.” They cer- 
tainly did not, nor did Lucien anticipate that his 
letter would be intercepted by the friends of Paoli 
and carried to the general, who lost no time in 
publishing it. The Corsicans were exasperated 
to the last degree ; they flocked in crowds to 
protect Paoli, seized Ajaccio and Bonifacio, and 
prepared for a general civil war. Napoleon 
and Joseph, in great alarm, did everything pos- 
sible to counteract the effect of their younger 
brother’s folly ; and the former wrote to the Con- 
vention, imploring it to recall its decree. But it 
was too late ; the mischief was done, and by the 
end of April, Paoli was in open rebellion. 

After an unsuccessful attempt to get possession 
of the citadel of Ajaccio, 'which had fallen into 
the hands of the Paolists, Napoleon endeavoured 
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to make his way to Bastia, whither Joseph 'had 
already gone to join the commissioners of the 
Convention. At Bocognano, he was arrested by 
some peasants in the service of his enemy Marius 
( Peraldi ; but they kept a careless watch over him, 
and, when night fell, he succeeded in effecting his 
escape. He returned to Ajaccio, where his 
friends concealed him for two days, though, on 
one occasion, he narrowly escaped recapture, at 
the end of which time they procured him a ship 
to carry him to Bastia. 

In the meanwhile, Letizia, who must have been 
enduring torments of anxiety on behalf of her 
son, remained at Ajaccio, in the hope that her 
presence would suffice to protect her property, 
and that she and her younger children would be 
left unmolested. The news, however, grew every 
day more alarming, and Napoleon sent a message 
to his mother, bidding her prepare for flight, as 
“ that country was not for them.” Paoli, on his 
side, caused her to be informed that, if she were 
prepared to disavow her son’s proceedings, her 
property should be respected. But the courageous 
woman rejected his offer with scorn. "Madame” 
says Napoleon, “replied like a heroine, and as 
Cornelia would have done, that she did not 
understand two laws ; that she herself, her chil- 
dren, and her family knew only that of duty and 
honour." 

The consequences of this uncompromising 
altitude were soon apparent. A night or two 
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later, Madame Bonaparte awoke to find her 
room filled with armed mountaineers. She 
started up in great alarm, in the belief that the 
house was in the hands of the Paolists, but 
was reassured, on recognising, by the light of 
the pine-torches which the invaders carried, that 
their leader was one Nunzio Costa, of Bastelica, 
the most devoted of her son’s adherents. “ Be 
quick, Signora Letizia ! ” cried he ; “ Paoli’s 

people are hard on our heels. There is not a 
moment to lose. I have all my men here with 
me. We will save you or die with you ! ” 

Rising in all haste, Letizia summoned her 
frightened children, and, barely allowing them- 
selves time to dress, they quitted the house. 
Annunziata and J drome she left to the care of 
her mother Signora Fesch, and then, accompa- 
nied by Marianna, Pauline, and Louis, and her 
half-brother Joseph Fesch, and guarded by the 
faithful peasants, she set off for Milelli. 

Here, however, it was impossible for them to 
remain, for the Paolists were burning and pil- 
laging in all directions, and, when day broke, 
their retreat would certainly be discovered, even 
if those who had failed to find them at Ajaccio 
were not already on their track. They accord- 
ingly resolved to take to the mountains, and, 
when they were safe from pursuit, to make for the 
Tower of Capitello, on the other side of the Bay 
of Ajaccio, and there await the arrival of a French 
squadron which they knew was daily expected. 
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Lucien Bonaparte relates that presently they 
beheld smoke and flames rising from Ajaccio, 
and that one of their escort exclaimed : " Look, 
Signora, your house is on fire!” To which his 
mother replied: "Ah! what does it matter! 
We will build it again finer than before. Vive 
la France ! " 

M. Masson, however, unlike Baron Larrey, 
whose discrimination leaves a good deal to be 
desired, is of opinion that this patriotic outburst 
is a mere invention of the writer, who was 
anxious to place his own conduct in a favourable 
light and to create the impression that it had 
the approval of his family. Trained as Letizia 
had been in admiration for Paoli, we can hardly 
suppose that she could have been so speedily 
converted to revolutionary ideas, still less that 
she could have brought herself to approve of 
one of her sons denouncing to the French the 
“Father of his Country.” Nor could she have 
regarded with complacency the destruction of the 
house in which the greater part of her life had 
been spent, and have contemplated without alarm 
the future which awaited herself and her eight 
children, only three of whom were old enough to 
earn their livelihood. 

All that night the fugitives journeyed on, for 
the faithful Costa knew that even the briefest 
delay would be dangerous. "The young men 
of Bastelica formed the advance-guard, those 
of Bocognano the rear-guard ; the Bonaparte 
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family marched in the centre of these two squads 
of volunteers, who were armed with carbines and 
stilettos. The Signora Letizia held the little 
Pauline by the hand, while Marianna and Louis 
kept by the side of their uncle, the Abbe Fesch. 
This group of relatives was surrounded by de- 
voted guides, who directed their steps through 
the dark night and along the most narrow and 
difficult paths of the maquis. The shrubs 
and brambles tore their clothes and hurt the 
faces, hands, and feet of the children, whose 
complaints and sobs alone troubled the silence 
of the night, as they reached the ears and heart 
of their mother. She gave to all the example of a 
courage which rose in proportion to the danger .” 1 

Once their scouts came hurrying back, with 
the alarming intelligence that a band of armed 
Paolists was approaching on its way to Ajaccio ; 
and, as the poor children, scarcely daring to 
breathe, crouched amid the brushwood to allow 
their enemies to pass, they could hear them 
promising themselves a terrible revenge on those 
pestilent Bonapartes, should they fall into their 
hands. 

At length, towards morning, the party reached 
the heights of Aspreto, where the weary children 
threw themselves on the grass to snatch an hour 
or two’s sleep, while the peasants kept watch. 
Then they resumed their journey, and, after 
travelling all that day and most of the succeeding 

1 Nasica, Memoires stir Fatfance ct la jctmesse dc Napoleon. 
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night, for all the surrounding country tvas infested 
by marauding bands of insurgents, and they were 
under the necessity of making frequent dilours 
in order to avoid them, they reached the Tower 
of Capitello. Alas ! there was no sign of any 
ship, and the peasants exchanged anxious glances, 
while the children burst into tears, and even 
Letizia's courage began to fail her. Presently, 
however, a sail appeared on the horizon, and, in 
response to their signals, rapidly approached the 
shore. It was a small coasting - vessel, which 
Napoleon had hired at Calvi, and he himself 
was on board. He had landed, it appeared, the 
previous evening and despatched messengers in 
every direction to ascertain tidings of his family, 
but, having been pursued by a band of Paolists, 
had been compelled to re-embark. 

After bidding farewell, with many expressions 
of gratitude, to the brave peasants to whom they 
owed their escape , 1 Lctizia and her children went 
on board, and were conveyed to Girolato, whence 
they gained Calvi and took refuge with the 
Giubega family, a member of which, Lorenzo 
Giubcga, had stood godfather to Napoleon. 
Napoleon himself rejoined the French squadron, 
which, in co-operation with those of the inhabi- 
tants of Ajaccio who had remained faithful to 
France, was about to make an attempt to recover 

' In Ms will, Napoleon Uqueathcil to Nnniio Coin ioo.om 
francs, and a similar sum to Ccrommo Levi r, of Ajicnu, who !>-»*» 
aided the future Ivnipcror to escape to Itastia. 
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the town. The attempt, however, failed, and, in 
the first week of J.une, Napoleon returned to 
Calvi, where J oseph and the two yopngest children 
also joined their mother. 

The Bonapartes once more reunited, with the 
exception of the immediate cause of all- their mis- 
fortunes, who had prudently remained at Toulon, 
anxiously deliberated as to what course they should 
pursue. It was impossible to remain in Corsica, 
for they were entirely without means of support, 
and Letizia was too proud to allow her family to 
live at the expense of their friends, who were 
themselves sufferino- serious loss through the war. 
Moreover, although they were, for the moment, 
in safety at Calvi, which was garrisoned by fifteen 
hundred French troops, the insurgents were 
closing in upon the town, while a British squad- 
ron was cruising off the coast. In all probability, 
they would shortly find themselves closely block- 
aded both by sea and land, and Napoleon and 
Joseph shrank from exposing their mother and 
the younger children to the dangers and priva- 
tions of a siege. In France, on the other hand, 
Napoleon would have his pay as captain, while 
J oseph might obtain some employment, and they 
would be in a position to contribute towards 
the support of the others. No doubt, too, the 
Corsican deputies in the Convention would exert 
themselves to obtain some assistance for the dis- 
tressed family from the Government. 

And so to France they decided to proceed, 
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and, on June i ith, Letizia, her seven children, and 
Joseph Fesch embarked on a merchant vessel, 
which, having had the good fortune to elude the 
vigilance of the British cruisers, brought them 
in safety to Toulon. 
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T PIE exiled family only remained a few days 
at Toulon. The town was in a state of 
anarchy; Royalists and Girondists, secretly 
encouraged by Great Britain and Spain, disputed 
supremacy with the adherents of the Convention, 
and a sanguinary insurrection might break out at 
any moment. The Bonapartes had not fled from 
civil war in Corsica with the intention of seeking 
it again in Provence, and Napoleon and Joseph 
perceiving that Toulon, in its present disturbed 
condition, was no place for their mother and their 
young brothers and sisters, particularly as they 
would soon be deprived of their protection, re- 
solved to remove them to the neighbouring 
village of La Vallette, where they lodged at the 
house of a widow named Cordeil. Then they 
bade them farewell, and set off, Napoleon to 
7 97 
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supply the needs of her children ; she made one 
franc do the work, not of two, but of three or 
four — the sum which Marianna had been so de* 
sirous of contributing to her schoolfellow’s fore- 
well fete at Saint-Cyr would probably have kept 
the family for a week — and she humbled her pride 
so far as to wait her turn in the long queue of 
half-starved wretches at the 
sance, to whom the munic 
doled out each day a meagr 
bread. 

Gradually, however, their 
to improve. Napoleon bomb 
tary and civil authorities at 
treaties "to come to the ah 
family, of his povcrty-stricke 

result that orders were given ..._ 

of the garrison that soldiers’ rations, consisting of 
bread, meat, vegetables, fuel, and salt, should he 
served out to them. Joseph, who had returned 
from Paris, obtained a post in the commissariat 
of the Navy at Toulon ; Lucien, after vain efforts 
to get himself attached to the embassy at Con- 
stantinople, condescended to accept a clerkship in 
the military stores at Saint-Maxinun. a little town 
not far from Marseilles; while Fcsch also secured 
a small civil appointment; and all three presum- 
ably contributed something to the support of their 
relatives. Finally, Harms and Freron, the com- 
missioners of the Convention at Marseilles, 
interested themselves in the unfortunate family. 
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and obtained for them a share of the indemnity 
which had been voted by the Convention for 
necessitous Corsican patriots who had been driven 
to take refuge on the Continent. Madame Bona- 
parte accordingly received 75 francs a month for 
herself, and 45 francs a month for each of her 
children under the age of fifteen, in addition to 
an immediate grant of 150 francs to each bene- 
ficiary. Their difficulties were at an end ; it was 
wealth in comparison with the grinding poverty 
to which they had lately been reduced. 

In the spring of 1794, Napoleon, who had been 
promoted to the rank of general of brigade, “ for 
the zeal and intelligence of which he had criven 
proof in contributing to the surrender of the 
rebel town [Toulon],” was charged with the in- 
spection of the fortifications of the Mediterranean 
coast, and installed his mother and sisters in a 
comfortable country-house close to Antibes, and 
within easy distance of his headquarters. 

Madame Bonaparte was by no means sorry to 
quit Marseilles for a while. Apart from the 
pleasure she experienced in being so near her son, 
and in exchanging her comfortless lodging in a 
town where the Terror was now at its height, and. 
the tumbrils containing the victims of the guillo- 
tine passed daily beneath her windows^ for more 
healthy and peaceful surroundings, the conduct of 
her daughters — or rather of the two elder girls, 
Marianna and Pauline— at Marseilles had been 
such as to cause their mother no little anxiety, 
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and to render a period of rustication very advis- 
able. 

'Admirable mother though Letizia Bonaparte 
was,- and greatly as she was 'respected and beloved 
by her daughters, her influence over them was, 
nevertheless, very slight. Nor is this difficult 
to understand. In Corsica, as we have observed 
elsewhere, woman occupied a very subordinate 
position, and while parents exercised very careful 
supervision over their sons, their daughters were, 
for the most part, sadly neglected. At the age 
of fourteen or fifteen, by which time nearly every 
girl had had her husband found for her, she had 
learned to read and write, more or less correctly, 
and knew something of household management ; 
but, save for the great lesson of submission to her 
elders, which was very strictly inculcated, she had 
received but little moral or religious training. 
Nevertheless, so strong was the force of tradition, 
that Corsican women were almost invariably irre- 
proachable wives and excellent mothers, and there 
is no reason to suppose that the Bonaparte girls 
•would have proved exceptions to this rule, had they 
remained in their native land. But it was their 
misfortune to be transplanted from their peaceful 
island home into the restless, feverish life of re- 
volutionary France, at an age when old habits 
are most easily discarded and new ones formed ; 
to find themselves among people who scoffed 
at religion and openly ignored the precepts of 
morality; to taste the bitterness of the most 
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abject poverty, and then to be raised, by rapid 
stages, to wealth and influence beyond their 
wildest dreams, .and, eventually, to the very pin- 
nacle of Fortune. Who can wonder, then, thatf 
under these circumstances, the lessons of child- 
hood were speedily forgotten, that most of what 
was evil in . the Corsican character flourished 
exceedingly,, while most of what was good withered 
away, and that they should have resembled their 
unstable, extravagant, pleasure-loving father far 
more closely than their modest, virtuous, and 
thrifty mother ? 

Even so early as the last months of their resi- 
dence at Marseilles, the two elder girls began to 
show unmistakable signs of the influence of their 
new surroundings. Marianna, who was now six-: 
teen, was the only one of the family who had no 
pretensions to beauty. Her friend Rcederer de- 
scribes her as “of middle stature, thin, flat- 
chested, with slender arms, a fine leg, and pretty 
feet ; regular features, a classic profile, black hair, 
a rather clear skin, beautiful teeth, and an ex- 
tremely mobile countenance.” He adds that her 
usual expression was “animated, but a trifle 
severe”; that, when with people with whom she 
was not well acquainted, she “sometimes wore 
an air of ennui and constraint”; but that, in the 
company of her friends, she was “merry, frank, 
and witty .” 1 

Other chroniclers, however, are much less com- 

1 CEuvres. 
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plimentary to Marianna than Roederer. The 
Duchessc d'Abrantes declares that “ never had 
woman renounced as she had done the grace of 
her sex ; one was tempted to believe that she wore 
a disguise" ; and, though this lively writer’s ten- 
dency towards exaggeration is well known, the 
general consensus of opinion seems to be that 
there was very little that was feminine about the 
■ appearance or manner of Marianna. 

We must, however, no longer speak of the 
eldest Mile. Bonaparte as Marianna, but as 
lilisa. At Saint-Cyr, she had been called Iilisa 
to distinguish her from one of her schoolfellows, 
also a Corsican, Marianna Casabianca, and, soon 
after her arrival in France, she adopted this name 
in preference to her own. 1 

Pauline— or Paulette, as she was generally 
called by her relatives and intimate friends — -who 
was now in her fourteenth year, but, like most 
Corsican girls, already almost a woman, was a . 
very different person from her somewhat mascu- 
line sister. With her little classic head, her pure 
oval face, her lovely hazel eyes, her clear olive 
complexion, and “the bust and shoulders of a 
goddess,” she was the most charming creature 
possible to behold. “ Many persons,” says the 
Duchesse d’Abrantis, “have spoken of her 

1 Du Casse, Suppttme/tt A la Correspcndance dc NapoUcn. ' 
M. Masson is of opinion that the name Ixlisa was invented for 
her by Lucien, who had a mania for rebaptising people; but 
Du Casse’s explanation, which is accepted by the lady’s latest 
biographer, M. Paul Marmottan, seems the more probable. 
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beauty. One knows this beauty by her portraits 
and her statues ; but it is impossible to form a 
correct idea of what this extraordinary woman 
was in- the perfection of her loveliness, because 
the majority of people knew her only after her 
return from St. Domingo, when she was already 
faded, and only the shadow of ! that Paulette of 
the ravishing beauty which we admire some- 
times, as we admire a beautiful statue of Venus 
or Galatea.” Ricard declares her to have been 
“a marvellous beauty.” Madame de Rdmusat, 
speaking of her on her return from St. Domingo, 
“weak, suffering, and dressed in mourning,” 
nevertheless, expresses the opinion that she was 
“the most lovely woman she had ever seen.” 
And finally — though we might multiply such 
testimonies — Madame Ducrest, who, as an in- 
timate friend of the Empress Josephine, had no 
love for the Bonaparte women, and, indeed, 
speaks of Pauline’s character in anything but\ 
complimentary terms, writes : “ She, was the 
most lovely woman I ever beheld. There 
was not the slightest imperfection in her de- 
licious face, to which she joined an elegant 
figure and the most seductive grace. She was 
an incomparable beauty.” ’ 

And Pauline knew it — had known it, indeed, 
almost before she was out of the nursery, since 
it had probably saved her many a castigation in 
the old days in Corsica ; and, for her, admira- 
tion was henceforth as the breath of life. Of 
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education she had received even less than most 
Corsican girls, for her schooling had been inter- 
rupted by the Revolution, and she had not the 
smallest desire to make good the deficiency. 
Study, she had heard, had a tendency to make 
people ugly; certainly, it had done nothing for 
lilisa’s appearance. For herself, she preferred 
to remain ignorant and beautiful. And she kept 
her resolution. 

After allowing for all that may be ascribed to 
the malice of enemies and to that tendency to 
exaggeration from which few chroniclers are 
exempt, it seems impossible to deny that filisa 
and Pauline must have conducted themselves at 
Marseilles in a manner that was the reverse of 
discreet. Ricard, who was then residing in the 
town, and was a frequent visitor to the Bona- 
partes' house, after expressing his disbelief in cer- 
tain very scandalous stories in connection with their 
sojourn there, adds: “ But I must say that opinion 
at Marseilles was not favourable to them, and 
that it attributed to them gallant and even 
scandalous adventures. Bonaparte never forgave 
the Marseillais.” 1 And he is confirmed by 
Madame de Rdmusat: “ If one ought to believe 
the recollections of the Marseillais, these young 
girls showed that they had not been brought up 
in the severity of a very scrupulous morality. 
The Emperor never forgave the town of Mar- 
seilles, for having witnessed the want of dignity 
* A u tour Hes Bonap (tries. 
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which his relatives displayed there at that time ; 
and the unpleasant anecdotes, imprudently re- 
peated by certain Provengals, always militated 
against the interests of all Provence, so far as 
he was concerned. 

Some writers have accused Madame Bona- 
parte of encouraging the “ dissolute conduct ” of 
her daughters. But, if they were ever guilty of 
“ dissolute conduct,” which is extremely improb- 
able, it certainly took place without her know- 
ledge. At the same time, she would appear to 
have exercised very little supervision over them, 
and must therefore be considered, to a certain ex- 
tent, responsible for the scandalous stories which 
caused Napoleon so much annoyance, though 
absorbed as she was just then in a ceaseless 
struggle against poverty, it is difficult to blame 
her. 

Elisa and Pauline were enchanted with their 
new life. They made many friends, for Napoleon 
had now come to be regarded as a young officer 
with a distinct future before him, so far as any one 
could be said to have a future in those troublous 
times. They held little receptions, in which 
Elisa sometimes edified the company by reading 
aloud, while occasionally comedies were per- 
formed, wherein Pauline played the saucy 
soubrette as to the manner born. 

Notwithstanding that this young lady was now 

1 Mimoires. 
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nearly, fifteen, she had not yet abandoned her 
impish pranks. One day, while taking a walk, 
she came to a garden which was one blaze of 
gorgeous blossoms. Pauline was unacquainted 
with the owner — a certain M. Baliste — but the 
' gate stood invitingly ajar, and, as there happened 
to be no more amusing occupation in prospect at 
that particular moment, she decided to enter and 
spend a few -minutes in improving her knowledge 
of the floriculture of Provence. Unhappily, roses 
and carnations were not the only attractions of 
M. Baliste's garden ; there were thick clusters 
of purple grapes, there were artichokes, and 
there were $ome particularly fine figs, a fruit to 
which Pauline was particularly partial. Having 
concluded her inspection of the flowers, made- 
moiselle thought she would taste one of the figs, 
just to see if they were as good as those of 
Ajaccio, and found it so very excellent that she 
continued -to taste until the tree was appreciably 
lightened. Suddenly, a harsh voice fell upon her 
ear, and, turning round, she perceived, to her 
dismay, art old gentleman, with a face purple with 
indignation and a formidable stick in his hand, 
hastening towards her. The little marauder fled, 
but, though she ran her best, the indignant owner 
ran still faster, and his stick was already sus- 
pended over her pretty shoulders, when Des- 
genettes, a military surgeon, who, in later years, 
attained some celebrity, happened to pass by, on 
his way to visit Madame Bonaparte. He inter- 
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posed, and though the angry old gentleman at 
first refused to listen to reason, he at length 
permitted himself to be appeased. 1 

Although the circumstances of the Bonapartes 
had now become comparatively easy, this did not 
prevent Letizia from continuing to exercise the 
most rigid economy wherever possible, and many 
years later old inhabitants of Antibes used to 
relate how they had often seen the future Em- 
peror’s mother washing linen in the Riou, which 
flowed not far from the house. 

In the summer, when Napoleon was obliged to 
return to Nice, his family accompanied him, and 
Elisa and Pauline were invited to several balls, 
where they danced and flirted with the officers of 
the garrison and enjoyed themselves so much, 
that they must have found it difficult to believe 
that only a twelvemonth before they had lacked 
the wherewithal for a square meal. 

During Madame Bonaparte’s sojourn at An- 
tibes and Nice, two of her sons took unto them- 
selves wives. The first was Lucien, who, it will be 
remembered, had recently obtained a post in the 
military stores at Saint-Maximin. Saint-Maximin, 
a small country town of some three thousand in- 
habitants, was not a very promising field for the 
exercise of Lucien’s talents, but he certainly made 
the most of his opportunities. He temporarily 
abandoned his Christian name for that of Brutus, 
reigned over the local republican club, became 

1 Baron Desgenettes, Souvenirs. 
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president of the. revolutionary committee of the 
municipality, and caused a number of inoffensive 
persons to be afrested and thrown into prison. 
Finally, he gave a beautiful example of the 
equality which he was always preaching, by 
espousing (May 4, 1794) a daughter of the 
people named Caroline Boyer, sister of a small 
innkeeper, with whom he lodged, though, ac- 
cording to his own account, Citizen Boyer does 
not appear to have given him much choice in 
the matter. 

Madame Bonaparte and all the family were 
extremely indignant on learning of this mis- 
alliance, which, inasmuch as the bridegroom ' was 
a minor and had neglected to obtain his mother’s 
consent, might have been annulled, if Letizia had 
chosen to appeal to the courts. However, Caro- 
line, or rather Christine — for that was the name 
her husband gave her — who was a sweet- 
tempered and unassuming, as well as a very 
pretty, girl, made Lucien an excellent wife, while 
he, on his side, was entirely devoted to her ; and, 
in time, the Bonapartes grew reconciled to the 
union. 

In the meanwhile, Letizia found abundant com- 
pensation for the conduct of J-ucien in the 
marriage of Joseph, who, on August 1, I794> 
married Julie Clary, the daughter of a wealthy 
soap-boiler of Marseilles, whose younger sister, the 
pretty D&irde Clary, afterwards married Berna- 
dotte and became the ancestress of the Royal 
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Family of Sweden . 1 Joseph had rescued one of 
the lady’s brothers, Etienne by name, from the 
chill embrace of Dame Guillotine, the fear of which 
alone had driven another brother, Francis, to 
take his own life ; and this service, backed by the 
young Corsican’s handsome face, elegant man- 
ners, and good birth, had completely captivated 
Mile. Clary’s heart. 

It was a prudent match, for, although the soap- 
boiler’s daughter was singularly unprepossessing 
in appearance, with a “villainous figure, a flat 
nose, and a shapeless mouth,” she was a very' 
worthy and sensible young woman, and the pos- 
sessor of a fortune which must have seemed to 
the Bonapartes like the riches of Golconda itself , 2 
to say nothing of expectations from a relative, a 
prosperous usurer. 

What more could a fond mother desire for her 
son ? And Letizia’s cup of joy would have been 
full to overflowing, if only Napoleon could have 
paired off with the equally well-dowered Ddsirde. 
But, though the young soldier does appear to 
have made some tentative advances in that direc- 
tion, which were not ill received, he probably had 
far too much on his mind just then to have any 

1 The civil marriage was celebrated at Cuges, six leagues from 
Marseilles ; a religious ceremony took place privately, some 
days later, at Saint-Jean-le-Ddsert. None of the bridegroom’s 
relatives seems to have been present at either ceremony. 

2 About 1 50,000 francs, the purchasing power of which, in 1794, 
was,, according to M. Masson’s estimate, equal to ten times that 
sum to-day. 



1 12 THE WOMEN BONAPARTES 

leisure for serious wooing. Besides which, the 
lady’s brothers are said - to have expressed the 
opinion that “one Corsican in- the family was 
enough.” 

The joy of the Bonaparte family at the good ■ 
fortune of its nominal head was momentarily 
quenched by a most alarming incident. 

When, a few days after Josephs marriage, the 
news of Robespierre’s fall reached Nice , 1 Napo- 
leon, who passed for a proUgd of the incorruptible 
Maximilien — or rather of the incorruptible ones 
younger brother, Augustin — was placed under 
arrest by Albitte, Laporte, and Salicetti, the 
representatives in mission with the Army of 
the Alps, and imprisorted in a fortress near 
Antibes, Letizia and her daughters were in a 
terrible state of distress, for Napoleon was ac- 
cused of having intrigued with the younger. 
Robespierre to keep the Army of the Alps 
inactive, and many a man’s head had parted 
company with his shoulders for a far Jess serious 
reason. Happily, however, their anxiety was soon 
at an end, for, after a diligent, but unsuccessful 
search for compromising matter among Napo- 
leon’s papers, the representatives, “taking into 
consideration the utility which his military and 
local knowledge might be to the Republic, 
provisionally restored him to liberty. It was 
not, however, until three week later that they 

1 The events of Thermidor 9 and 10 (July 27 and zS) do not 
appear to have been known at Nice until August 5. 
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announced to the Committee of Public Safety 
that he had “ reconquered their confidence,” and 
reinstated him in his former position. 

In March of the following year, Napoleon 
sailed from Toulon, as chief of the artillery, 
with the expedition intended “ to deliver Corsica 
from the tyranny of the English.” The expedi- 
tion, however, never reached Corsica, as off Cape 
Noli it had the misfortune to fall in with a 
British squadron under Hotham, and was com- 
pelled to fall back in confusion to the French 
coast, with the loss of two vessels. To his intense 
disgust, Napoleon found that, during his absence, 
he had been superseded in the inspectorship of 
the coast fortifications by his countryman Casa- 
bianca ; and towards the end of May, he set out 
for Paris, accompanied by his brother Louis, now 
a sub-lieutenant of artillery, and his friends 
Marmont and Junot. 

Junot had attracted Napoleon’s attention^ by 
the courage and coolness he had displayed before 
Toulon, and he had made him his aide-de-camp . 1 
This position gave him many opportunities of 
meeting the general’s relatives, and “ his youthful 
warmth of feeling” — it is his future wife, the 

1 One day, Napoleon, wishing to dictate an order, called for 
some one who could write a legible hand, and Junot was brought 
to him. While he was taking down Napoleon’s instructions, a 
cannon-ball struck the earthwork of the battery on which he was 
writing, and covered him and his papers with earth. “ Bien!” j 
remarked Junot, laughing “We shall not now require any sand.” 

I . — 8 
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Duchesse d’Abra ntes, who speaks — “could not 
withstand so charming a creature as Pauline 
then was ; he loved her to infatuation.” Being 
an honourable young man, he considered himself 
bound to disclose his feelings to Napoleon— a 
rather unnecessary proceeding, since, by all ac- 
counts, the latter would not have required any 
great amount of perspicacity to have divined 
them already — and begged him to employ his 
good offices to obtain Madame Bonaparte’s 
consent. 

On the young lady's side, he did not expect 
to encounter any obstacles, “having a belief, 
amounting almost to certainty, that Paulette 
would say ‘Yes’ with pleasure, so soon as he 
should be able to offer her an establishment suffi- 
cient to be a security against bringing children 
into the world destined to be miserable.” 1 

Napoleon, however, prudently declined to com- 
mit himself, though he gave Junot to understand 
that he would gladly welcome him into the family, 
if he could show that he had any reasonable 
prospect of being able to support a wife. Upon 
which, the enamoured youth straightway wrote to 
his father to ascertain what assistance he might 
expect from that quarter. 

One beautiful summer evening, soon after their 
arrival in Paris, Napoleon and his aide-de-camp 
were walking under the shady trees of the Jardin 
des Plantes— a very favourite resort of the future 
1 Duchesse d’Abrantks, Mtmoires. 
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Emperor — when the latter returned to the subject 
which was nearest his heart, and handed his chief 
a letter which he had received from his father, in 
which Junot pere informed his son that he had 
nothing to give him during his lifetime, except 
his blessing, but that his share of the family pro- 
perty would one day amount to 20,000 francs. 
“You see that I shall then be rich,” said Junot, 
“since, apart from my pay and my prospects of 
promotion, I shall have an income of 1,200 livres 
a year. I beseech you, my dear General, write 
to the Citoyenne Bonaparte, your mother ; tell 
her that I love her daughter, that I demand her 
hand, and that my father, on his side, is about to 
write to her to make the formal proposal.” 

Napoleon listened with a sympathetic smile on 
his lips to the pleading of the eager lover, and 
seemed on the point of giving a favourable reply; 
but when they left the quiet garden and found 
themselves in the crowded streets, the noise and 
bustle about him recalled him to the stern realities 
of life, and, turning to his expectant companion, 
he said : “I cannot write to my mother to make 
this proposal, for you are to have eventually, as 
you assure me, an income of 1,200 livres ; but you 
have not got them yet. Your father wears well ; 
and you may have to wait a long time for them. 
The truth is that you have nothing but your lieu- 
tenant’s pay. As for Paulette, she has not so 
much. So that to sum up : you have nothing, 
she has nothing. What is the total ? Nothing. 

o o 
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You cannot then marry at present. We must 
wait ; we shall perhaps see better days, my friend. 
Yes, we shall hav6 them, even if I should have 
to seek them in another part of the world.” 

This reply was a sad blow to poor Junot ; but 
its logic was unanswerable, and there was nothing 
left to him but to abandon his pretensions. 1 

If we are to believe the Duchesse d’Abrantes, 
although Napoleon had declined to countenance 
the impecunious Junot’s suit, he was none the 
less desirous to find a husband for Pauline, since, 
one day, he called upon the chronicler’s mother, 
Madame Permon, and proposed to unite her family 
and his by a whole chain of alliances : to wit, a 
marriage between Albert Permon and Pauline, 
another between Laure Permon (the future Duch- 
esse d’Abrant^s) and either Louis or Jdrdme, 
and the third between Madame Permon, who had 
recently became a widow, and himself. The lady, 
however, declined his propositions, observing 
that her children were too young to marry, while 
she herself was old enough to be her suitor’s 
mother. 

When Napoleon spoke to Junot of seeking 
better days in another part of the world, he 
was seriously thinking of taking service in 
Turkey, where the Sultan was anxious to engage 

1 Duchesse d'Abrantfis, M/moires. The chronicler adds that 
she has transcribed this conversation as she had it from her hus- 
band’s own lips, “because she considered that the whole attitude 
of Bonaparte on that evening was remarkable/’ 
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French officers to reorganise his army. The 
Committee of Public Safety had appointed the 
young officer to the command of a brigade of 
infantry in the Army of the; West, then engaged 
in stamping out the insurrection in La Vendee; but 
Napoleon had little taste for such butcher’s work, 
besides which he considered that his transference 
from the artillery to the infantry was a reflection 
upon his abilities. He therefore remained in 
Paris, on the plea of ill-health, and, in August, 
applied for permission to proceed to Turkey. 
This request was on the point of being granted 
when, on September 15, the Central Committee 
struck his name off the list of general officers, 
“on account of his refusal to proceed to the post 
which had been assigned him.” Fortune seemed 
to have abandoned him, but, in reality, she had 
never been kinder. Three weeks later, thanks to 
the critical situation in which the Government 
found itself and the discernment of Barras, he 
was restored to his rank and appointed to the 
Army of the Interior; and, on Vendemiaire 13, 
his “whiff of grapeshot” saved the tottering 
Republic from destruction, and established his 
own fortunes and those of his family. 
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CHAPTER VII 


Madame Bonaparte and her daughters return to Marseilles — 
Matrimonial schemes of Letizia — Lucien arrested and im- 
prisoned at Aix — Efforts of his mother to secure his release — 
He is liberated— Napoleon is appointed to the command of the 
Army of the Interior — His marriage with Josephine de Beau- 
hamais — Indignation and alarm of the Bonapartes — Visit of 
Napoleon to Marseilles— Letter of Letizia to Josephine. 

I N the autumn of 1794, Madame Bonaparte 
and her daughters had returned to Mar- 
seilles. During their stay at Nice, Letizia 
had not been unmindful of her girls’ future, and 
had made a valiant attempt to secure a rich 
soap-boiler named Rabassin— the Bonapartes 
appear to have been rather partial to soap- 
boilers and their offspring at this period — for 
iilisa. M. Rabassin, however, evaded her, and, 
in after years, is said to have had the bad taste to 
boast in public of the discernment he had displayed 
on this occasion. Nor did any better fortune 
attend her pursuit of a certain M. de Lasalcette, 
a gentleman of Dauphin6, at that time residing 
at Marseilles, whom she had marked down as a 
suitable husband for Pauline. M. de Lasalcette 
greatly admired Pauline, but be had the good 
sense to perceive that “ beauty unaccompanied by 
solid moral principles is scarcely a guarantee of 
11S 
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happiness for a husband,” and decided to wait 
until he could find both combined in the same 
person. 

' Thanks to Joseph’s prudent marriage, the 
family found their circumstances still further im- 
proved, for the new manage seems to have contri- 
buted liberally towards the support of its indigent 
relatives. However, if the Bonapartes had con- 
trived to surmount their most pressing financial 
difficulties, other causes of anxiety were not 
wanting. Venddmiaire 13 was still some distance 
off, and Napoleon’s prospects, which in the pre- 
vious summer had seemed almost assured, were 
again very uncertain; while, in July 1795, the 
adventurous Lucien once more succeeded in 
destroying the peace of mind of his long-suffering 
family. 

In the violent reaction asrainst Terrorism which 

O 

had followed the fall of Robespierre, the petty 
tyrants of the provincial municipalities were every- 
where ejected from office and sent to take the 
place of their victims in prison. Many of them 
perished by the guillotine, and many more were 
butchered by the Companies of Jehu and of the 
Sun, organised bodies of young men belonging 
to the upper and middle classes, most of whom 
had lost relatives or friends during the Terror, 
and who, mad with the lust for vengeance, 
roamed up and down the country, breaking into, 
the prisons and murdering the incarcerated 
Jacobins without distinction of age or sex. 
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aSS THE WOMEN BONAPARTES 

about it, and one day I found her in a paroxysm 
of despair and tears, very alarming to any one 
who did not understand her as well as I did. 

“ ‘ Ah 1 Laurette,’ said she to me, as she threw 
herself into my arms, ‘ how happy are you ! You 
are remaining in Paris, you. . . . Mon Dieu, how 
bored I shall be ! And then how can my brother 
have so hard a heart, so spiteful a disposition, as 
to send me into exile into the midst of snakes 
and savages ? . . . And, then, I am ill. Oh 1 I 
shall be dead before I arrive there ! ’ 

“ And her sobs choked her, so that I feared, 
for a moment, she was ill. 

" I approached her settee, and, taking her 
hands in mine, I spoke to her, as one would to 
a child of playthings and toys. I told her that 
she would be queen over there ; that she would 
ride in a palanquin ; that a slave would be atten- 
tive to her least movement in order to execute 
her will ; that she would walk about under 
flowering orange-trees ; that the snakes would 
do her no harm, if there were any in the 
Antilles ; that the savages were equally in- 
nocuous ; that it was not there that people were 
roasted on spits, and I concluded my speech 
by telling her that she would look very pretty, 
dressed a la oriole. 

“As I spoke, Madame Leclerc's sobs became 
less violent. ‘ And thou dost believe then, 
Laurette (she had a mania for thee and thouing 
indiscriminately persons who happened to be 
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•with her in her moments of abandon) ; thou dost 
believe , that I shall be pretty, more pretty than 
I am , with a bandana worn a. la crdole, a little 
corset, a petticoat of striped muslin? . . .’ 

“ She rang for her maid. ‘ Bring me all the 
bandanas you have,’ said she.” 

And the coiffure d la crdole was so ravishing, 
that Pauline became quite resigned to her fate, 
and talked gaily of the picnics she intended to 
give among the mountains of St. Domingo. 
She had apparently forgotten all about the 
snakes and the savages. 

Thenceforth, until the time of her departure 
arrived, she amused herself in preparations for 
her journey, and accumulated such pyramids of 
gowns, hats, shoes, lingerie , toilette articles, 
and impedimenta of every description, that her 
friends laughingly remarked that an additional 
vessel would be required to transport them. Her 
husband ventured to suggest that a few of the 
trunks and packing-cases which encumbered the 
corridors of his house, might with advantage be 
left behind. “Then I remain also,” said Pauline 
firmly, and, like a wise man, the general said no 
more; 

Madame de Remusat asserts that the First 
Consul had decided that his sister’s disappearance 
from France for a season was necessary to put 
an end to certain indiscretions in which she was 
indulging, and which were occasioning a good 
deal of gossip. She does not mention any names, 
1. 19 
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but other chroniclfers, less discreet, declare that 
Pauline had conceived a violent passion for the 
actor Lafon, 1 2 of the Comddie-Fransaise, and 
that, owing to her reluctance to tear herself away 
from this fascinating tragedian, the departure of 
the expedition was greatly delayed and its success 
seriously compromised. “ People were astonished,” 
remarks Salgues, “at this severity on the part of 
the First Consul towards a sister to whom he 
appeared to be tenderly attached ; but they were 
assured, to justify it, that the princess was ena- 
moured of a young and talented actor, and that 
Bonaparte perceived no more certain remedy than 
to place a distance of fifteen hundred leagues be- 
tween this beauty and her lover.”* And Georgette 
Ducrest writes : “ When she [Pauline] started for 
St. Domingo, she had for Lafon, actor of the 
Theatre-Fran^ais, an affection about which there 
was so little secrecy, that Mile. Duchesnois, on 
learning that General Leclerc was taking his wife 
with him, foolishly exclaimed, before a number of 
people : ‘ Oh ! Mon Dial, how grieved 1 am 1 It 

1 The celebrated actor Pierre Lafon was the son of a doctor at 
La Linde, in Pdrigord, and was bom in 1775. He was originally 
intended for the Church, and studied theology at .the College of 
Bergerac, but the Revolution compelled him to abandon all idea of 
an ecclesiastical career. After performing for three or four years 
in the provinces, he came to Paris towards the end of the year 
1799; and, in the following May, appeared at the Comfdie- 
Fran^aise, as Achilles in Tphiginie in Aulis, and scored an unquali- 
fied success. 

2 A f /moires pour servir de Pkistoire de France sur U gouvernt- 
tnent de Napol/on Bonaparte. 
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is enough to kill Lafon ; he is so much in love 
with her.’ Many signs were made to her to stop, 
but she continued for some minutes to bewail the 
sad lot of her colleague.” 1 

Now, what truth is there in the assertions of 
Salgues and Madame Ducrest, which have been 
accepted by many historians, including Pauline’s 
latest biographer, M. d’Almeras ? Let us look at 
the facts. 

When, in the early spring of 1801, Leclerc was 
sent to Bordeaux, Pauline accompanied him, and 
she remained there until the latter part of June, 
when the general set out for Spain. She passed 
the greater part of the time of her husband’s 
absence with Joseph Bonaparte and his wife at 
Mortefontaine, with occasional visits to her own 
country-seat of Montgobert, and appears to have 
been very little in Paris. There would therefore 
seem to have been but small opportunity for 
carrying on a liaison with an actor of the 
Comedie-Francaise of so notorious a nature that 
her brother believed it advisable to banish her to 
the West Indies, in order to put an end to the 
scandal which it was occasioning. 

But, it may be objected, there is a reliable 
witness for the prosecution in the person of Mile. 
Duchesnois, a colleague of Lafon at the Comedie- 
Frangaise, who could not fail to be well acquainted 
with the gossip of the coulisses , who may even 
have been in the too-fascinating actor’s con- 

1 Memoir cs sur PJmpdratrice Josephine. 
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fidence, and who, Madame Ducrest tells us, 
exclaimed, on hearing of the approaching, de- 
parture of Madame Lcclerc : “It is enough to 
kill Lafon!” 

The answer is that Mile. Duchesnois, as M. 
Masson points out, could never have uttered the 
words imputed to her, inasmuch as she was not 
at this time a member of the Com6die-Fran$aise, 
or, for that matter, of any other troupe! “ Mile. 
Duchesnois made her debut at the Frantjaise on 
August 15, 1803, twenty-one months after the 
departure of Pauline for St. Domingo, seven 
months after her return to France.” 1 . 

It was not therefore on account of Lafon that 
Pauline was temporarily expatriated. Neverthe- 
less, although M. d’Almeras — was there ever a 
biographer so severe upon his subject ? — is guilty 
of picturesque exaggeration when he declares 
that “the list of her lovers rivalled in length 
those of the mistresses of Don Juan,” it is not 
improbable that her conduct had been sufficiently 
wanting in circumspection to render her departure 
eminently desirable from Napoleon's point of 
view. The First Consul may very well have felt 
that the sisters of a man with a throne as the 
goal of his ambition ought to be as much above 
suspicion as Caesar's wife. 

Next, as to Pauline’s alleged responsibility for 
delaying the departure of the expedition — a 
delay which, as we shall presently see, was to be 
1 Napolion et sa famille. 
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the cause of a terrible disaster — by prolonging 
her stay in Paris many days after the fleet was 
due to sail from Brest; “ The squadron had 
. been ready to put to sea for a fortnight ; sailing- 
orders had been received ; the wind was favour- 
able; nevertheless, it remained in the harbour. 
What then prevented its departure? It was a 
woman ! Madame Leclerc! She was coming, 
j was said, travelling in a litter, borne by 
men * If the King of Prussia, the great 
Frederick, had been then alive, he would have 
inveighed, as he did in his time, against the petti- 
coat. In fact, the petticoat has sometimes a 
baneful influence on affairs, and, on the present 
occasion, also, one could ascribe to it the series 
of misfortunes which subsequently overtook our 
army. If the First Consul had been aware that 
die delay in the sailing of the expedition was 
occasioned by his sister, no doubt he would have 
given orders for it to start without her ; but, if he 
w ere informed of it, it was not until later ." 1 

The aforegoing, written by an officer of the 
Arm y °f St. Domingo, would merit consideia- 
don, were it not disproved by the facts which 
■ ‘ Hasson has been at pains to collect. So fai 

5 ' 0m Fauline unduly prolonging her stay in Pai is, 
s be actually left the capital four days before her 


Lemonnier da la Fosse (ancien ojfider dc Varmde de Saint- 
V yn g uc\ Second* camfiagne de Saint-Domingue, firecddte dc 
\TT irs Uniques et succinct s de la premiere campagne, 

Le Havre, ^46, 
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1 Lemonnier de la Fosse ( ancien ojjlcitr dc Pantile dc Saint- 
Domingue), Scconde campcignc de Saint-Domingue , prcctidec de 
Souvenirs historiques et succincts dc la prcmih-c campagne , 
Le Havre, 1846, 
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husband, on November 13, in order to allow of 
her sleeping cn route , and, though Leclerc, who 
travelled day and night, overtook her at Rennes, 
where they both accepted the hospitality of 
Bernadotte, then in command of the Army of the 
West, and preceded her to Brest, she rejoined 
him on November 20, the day after his arrival. 

There was certainly a tedious delay before the 
squadron weighed anchor — one, in fact, of twenty- 
three days — but this occurred after Pauline 
reached Brest, and was the result of a combina- 
tion of circumstances, and in no sense attributable 
to her caprices. In the first place, when the 
Leclercs arrived, the fitting-out of the squadron 
had not been completed. Then, a violent north- 
easterly gale sprang up and blew without inter- 
mission for some days, causing an enormous 
amount of damage to the shipping on the coasts 
of France, Holland, and Spain. Next, there 
seems to have been a good deal of rivalry 
between Leclerc and Viilaret-Joyeuse, who was 
in command of the fleet, and the more the 
general pressed the admiral to hasten, the more 
excuses the latter, jealous of his independence 
and authority, found for delay. Finally, when 
the wind had abated, and all the preparations had 
been completed, Villaret insisted on giving a 
splendid fete on board his flagship, I’OcZan, on 
which the Leclercs were to make the voyage, in 
honour of the sister of the First Consul, and this 
consumed two further days. 
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At length, on December 1 3, the Brest squadron 
set sail for’ the Canaries, where it was' joined by- 
other squadrons from Lorient, Rochefort, and 
Toulon, the united armaments mustering thirty- 
two ships of the line and thirty-one frigates, 
having more than 20,000 troops on board. Among 
the civilians who accompanied the expedition, 
was Pauline’s ex- Romeo Stanislas Freron. Since 
his matrimonial fiasco, six years before, the once 
all-powerful deputy in mission had fallen on 
somewhat evil days, for the odious part he had 
played during the Terror made it difficult for 
Napoleon, though always grateful to those who 
had assisted him or his family in their early 
struggles with Fortune, to protect him. For the 
past three years, he had occupied a poorly-paid 
post as an .inspector of hospitals, which scarcely 
sufficed to provide him with the necessaries of 
life, and when the First Consul offered him the 
appointment of prefect of the southern portion 
of St. Domingo, he was glad to accept it. As 
Freron made the voyage on the same vessel as 
Pauline, it is singular that some of the libellous 
pamphleteers and imaginative chroniclers of the 
time have not made her renew with her once 
“ dear idol ” the romance so cruelly interrupted in 
1796. But, since they are silent, we may pre- 
sume that she had come to regard him with 
complete indifference. Probably, time and ad- 
versity had dealt hardly with Freron, and to 
the spoiled beauty who had all the handsomest 
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inoroyablcs in Paris ready to fall at her pretty 
feet, he appeared merely an uninteresting elderly 
man. 

After a voyage of a little over six weeks, the 
ill-fated expedition arrived in sight of the French 
colony at Cap-Fran^ais ; but Villaret, who, with 
criminal negligence, had omitted to engage the 
services of a pilot acquainted with that dangerous 
coast, refused to attempt an immediate landing,' 
notwithstanding the entreaties of Leclerc. The 
result was that Toussaint, who, yarned by his 
friends in Europe of the coming of the French 
armada, had already taken up arms and was 
ravaging the maritime settlements, stormed and 
set fire to the town and butchered the inhabit- 
ants before their countrymen could come" to 
their aid. 

On the disembarkation of the French troops, 
the cunning Toussaint retreated into the interior, 
whither Leclerc followed him, at the head of 
15,000 men. The difficulties which the French 
encountered were immense, for they were in a 
land where Nature fought on the side of the 
inhabitants and opposed to an invader inexhaust- 
ible resources : pathless forests, dense thickets, 
where every bush was covered with needle-like 
thorns, treacherous swamps, steep ravines, and 
rivers, which the rains had changed into torrents. 
But, roused to fury by the sight of the mutilated 
bodies of murdered whites, which were to be 
found at every place where the negroes had 
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halted, the troops pressed on with the utmost 
courage and determination, and in less than three 
months practically the whole island had been 
reconquered, and Toussaint and his chief lieu- 
tenants had made their submission. 

The First Consul, greatly pleased with his 
brother-in-law’s zeal and energy, wrote to him in 
terms of the warmest praise : “ The nation is 
about to award to you, as well as to your chief 
generals and the officers and soldiers who have 
distinguished themselves, handsome recompense. 
You are on the way to achieve a great reputation. 
The Republic will enable you to enjoy a suitable 
fortune, and the affection I entertain for you is 
unalterable.” 

But before this letter reached St. Domingo, 
the situation of affairs in the island had under- 
gone a disastrous change. 

The submission of Toussaint had been merely 
a feint, intended to secure a truce until the 
advent of the unhealthy season, when he cal- 
culated that disease would quickly thin the 
ranks of the invaders, and enable the blacks 
to resume hostilities with every prospect of 
success. 

' His anticipations were ultimately realised, 
though he himself was not destined to witness 

o 

their fulfilment.. In May, yellow fever — that 
terrible scourge of the West Indies — broke out 
among the F rench, and, as the summer advanced, 
its ravages steadily increased, until, by the 
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beginning of July, generals and administrators, 
officers and soldiers were dying like flies. 1 

Among the victims of the epidemic, was the 
sometime lover ,of the general-in-chiefs wife. 

11 F rerun is dead," writes Leclerc to Deeres, the 
Minister of Marine, on August 2, 1802. “ I 

recommend to you his wife and children ; he has 
been useful and kind, and he endeavoured to be 
of service to me in the days when he possessed 
influence as representative of the people with the 
Army of Italy. " s 

Leclerc, who with Pauline and her little son 
had retired to the lie de la Tortue, to recruit his 
health, already shattered by the fatigues of the ' 
recent campaign, hastened to Cap-Frangais im- 
mediately the news of the outbreak reached him. 
Suspecting Toussaint’s designs, he caused that 
personage and some of the other negro leaders to 
be arrested and transported to France, where the 
black chieftain died, the following spring, from 
the hardships to which he was exposed in his 
prison among the Jura snows. If his treatment 
by the First Consul were indefensible, the same 
cannot be said of his arrest. Although de- 
nounced by insufficiently-informed writers as an 
act of shameful treachery, it would appear to have 

1 “Out of two companies of carabiniers of the nth Legion,” 
wrote General Duplanque, “only forty-five men are fit to inarch ; 
many houses are transformed into hospitals.” From August 8 to 
September 7, 30 officers and 39S soldiers died in the hospital at 
Port-RIargo alone. 

2 Published by M. d'Almeras. 
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been justified by all the laws of war, for of 
Toussaint’s intention to resume hostilities, so 
soon as he judged the invading army to be 
sufficiently weakened by disease, there can be no 
possible doubt. 1 

Leclerc and the medical staff struggled heroic- 
ally against the fell disease, but it was to no 
purpose. The medical stores sent from France 
were so damaged during the voyage that the)?- had 
to be thrown into the sea ; those for which they 
applied to the Spanish colonists only arrived after 
endless delays, and, when they came, there was 
no money to pay for them. Further, many of the 
surgeons themselves succumbed, and the sur- 
vivors were so ignorant of the proper treatment of 
a malady unknown in European hospitals that 
they frequently became its unconscious allies. 2 
By the middle of August, the number of deaths 
had risen to 18,000. 3 

But what of Pauline while her husband was 
campaigning in the interior and wrestling with 
the disease that was devastating his army ? 

Pauline, on her arrival, had established herself 
with her little son at the half-ruined town of 
Cap-Frangais, where one of the few commodious 

1 And here is a proof: Towards the end of May 1802, Tous- 
saint wrote to one of his spies at Cap-Frangais : “La Providence 
[the hospital at the Cap] is coming to my assistance. . . . How 
many journeys are made by night to la Fosette [a cemetery near 
the Cap]? . . . Notify me when Leclerc falls ill.’’ 

2 M. Frdddric Masson, Napoleon ct sa famille. 

3 Report of Deeres, November 1802, published by M. 
d’Almeras, 
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houses which the insurgents had spared was 
made ready for their reception, and dignified 
by the title of palace. Then, in the late spring, 
when the island had apparently been pacified, 
and Leclerc was at liberty to rejoin her, she 
removed with him, as we have mentioned, to 
the lie de la Tortue, the healthiest part of the 
colony, where a cool sea-breeze tempered the 
heat of the sun, and where life was altogether 
more pleasant. When, however, the increasing 
ravages of the epidemic necessitated Leclerc’s 
presence among his troops, she returned to the 
main island, and she was at Cap-Frangais when 
the second insurrection broke out. 

Pauline’s biographers, M. Turquan and M. 
d’Almeras, while admitting that they have “no 
precise information " on the subject, both incline 
to the belief that during these months the lady 
conducted herself in an exceedingly dissolute 
manner ; and the latter goes so far as to 
insinuate that even certain gentlemen of colour 
were not permitted to sigh in vain. 

But on what evidence do they base this 
charge? On the testimony of the mendacious 
compiler of the so-called Mdmoires of Fouche, 
on Chancellor Pasquier’s malicious insinuations, 
and on the Histoire secrete de la cour et du 
cabinet de Bonapartd (sic) of the unspeakable 
Lewis Goldsmith ! Reliable evidence, in good 
truth ! 

What is certain, is that this frivolous pleasure- 
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loving woman showed, in the midst of perils 
which might have daunted even the boldest, a 
courage and a sang-froid worthy of the highest 
admiration. She refused to fly before the pesti- 
lence, and, though her husband repeatedly urged 
her to leave him and return to France, she 
answered that it was but just that she should 
share his ill fortune, as well as his good, adding, 
with a gratified smile : “ Here I reign like 
Josephine; 'I am the first/’ 

And right gaily did she queen it over the society 
of that fever-stricken colony. Although she was 
in very indifferent health herself, and therefore 
peculiarly susceptible to contagion, she confronted 
the terrible scourge which was striking down 
all around her with that charming smile which 
had played havoc with so many hearts, and 
firmly declined to discontinue the round of 
amusements in which she delighted to spend 
her time. Every evening she kept open house ; 
she gave receptions, concerts, and balls, at which 
the surviving musicians of the general’s band, 
garbed in the gay uniform which she herself had 
selected for them, played as merrily as if they 
had been in a Paris ball-room, though each was 
aware that after that night he might never handle 
his cherished instrument again. 

Some there were, who, as they left those gaily- 
lighted rooms and caught sight of the long pro- 
cession of carts wending its way to the cemetery 
of La Fosette, shook their heads and remarked 
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that these festivities were sadly out of place at 
such a time, stigmatised them as “ les rendez- 
vous du ccrcucil" and expressed their opinion 
that Madame Leclerc must be either a trifle mad, 
or absolutely without heart, to dance, so to speak, 
on the graves of her countrymen. 

But Pauline was very far from mad, and, 
without perhaps her being fully aware of it, 
the balls and receptions which she gave, and 
the indifference which she displayed in the face 
of such imminent danger, had a most beneficial 
influence on the spirits of the community, by 
diverting the thoughts of the more timid from 
the perils which surrounded them and calming 
their fears. Nor was she without heart, since, 
whenever in her drives she came across soldiers 
lying on the ground overcome by thirst or suffer- 
ing from sunstroke, she would at once order the 
unfortunate men to be placed in her carriage and 
conveyed to the hospital. These acts of mercy 
are vouched for by one of those whose lives she 
had saved. 

But, in the early autumn, a new and even 
more terrible danger than pestilence confronted 
the inhabitants of Cap-Fran9ais. On Septem- 
ber 13, the negro regiments which Toussaint 
had organised, and which, after the nominal 
submission of their leader, had been taken into 
French pay, deserted en masse, and, three days 
later, swooped down upon the Cap. 

For this fresh insurrection Leclerc has been 
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often, and most unjustly, blamed. But, happily, 
the results of recent research have cleared the 
memory of this excellent officer from the asper- 
sions cast upon it. Let us listen to Dr. Rose, 
always so well informed and so impartial : 

“In the Notes dictated at St. Helena, Napo- 
leon submitted Leclerc’s memory to some stric- 
tures for his indiscretion in regard to the proposed 
restitution of slavery. The official letters of that 
officer expose the injustice of the charge. The 
facts are these. After the seeming submission of 
St. Domingo, the First Consul caused a decree 
to be secretly passed at Paris (May 20, 1802), 
which prepared to re-establish slavery ; but 
Deeres warned Leclerc that it was not for the 
present to be applied to St. Domingo, unless it 
seemed to be opportune. Knowing how fatal 
any such proclamation would be, Leclerc sup- 
pressed the decree ; but General Richepanse, 
who was now o-overnor of the island of Guade- 

o 

loupe, not only issued the decree, but proceeded to 
enforce it with risrour. It was this which caused 
the last and most desperate revolts of the 
blacks, fatal alike to French domination and to 
Leclerc’s life.” 1 

The French forces at Cap- Fran gais were, by 
this time, so reduced by disease, that out of the 
2,000 men, which were all that Leclerc could 
muster to oppose between 10,000 and 12,000 
insurgents, only 500 were soldiers ; the remain- 

1 Life of Napoleon I. 
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der were civilians, who had taken up arms in 
defence of their families. Well aware that, if 
victorious, the blacks would spare neither age 
nor sex, and that a fate worse than death would 
befall the younger women, the general made 
arrangements for the non-combatants to be trans- 
ferred to the ships in the harbour, in the but 
too probable event of the French troops being 
unable to hold the enemy at bay. After which, 
he bade farewell to his wife, whose beautiful face 
betrayed not the slightest sign of fear, and 
marched out to meet the insurgents, at the head 
of his little army. 

Soon the sound of firing, growing every mo- 
ment more distinct, told the terrified inhabitants 
of the Cap that the defenders were being gradu- 
ally driven back upon the town. One of Le- 
clerc’s aides-de-camp came galloping up, with 
orders to the general's wife and child to retire at 
once to the ships; but Pauline, who was reclining 
gracefully in an arm-chair, to all appearance, per- 
fectly composed, answered that her house was 
more to her taste, and that she preferred to remain 
there. All the ladies who had taken refuge at 
the “ palace ” implored her to embark and to take 
them with her, whereupon she exclaimed, with a 
gesture of disdain : “You are afraid ! But, as for 
myself, 1 am Bonaparte’s sister, and I am afraid 
of nothing 1 I will embark in company with my 
husband, or I will die.” 

Presently, the aide-de-camp, who, perceiving 
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the futility of expostulation, had returned to his 
chief for further instructions, appeared once more, 
and gave orders to the soldiers who had been 
left to guard the house to remove the lady and 
her little son, by force if necessary. As Pauline 
still refused to leave her arm-chair, four grena- 
diers lifted it from the ground and carried it and 
its fair occupant off, while another bore the little 
Dermide in his arms, and all the servants of the 
house and a crowd of weeping women followed. 
“ It is all the same,” observed Pauline ; “ I will 
not go on board.” And she laughed heartily, 
declaring that it was as amusing as a masquerade. 

They had reached the harbour, and Pauline in 
her arm-chair was on the point of being lowered 
into the boat which was to convey her to the 
fleet, when another aide-de-camp arrived, with 
the news that the courage and discipline of the 
French had prevailed over the numbers opposed 
to them, that the blacks were in full retreat, and 
that the fugitives might return to their homes. 
“ I was certain that I should not go on board,” 
remarked Pauline, complacently. “Was I not 
right in being unwilling to put myself to incon- 
venience ? ” 

When the First Consul received the report of 
this affair, he wrote to Leclerc : " I am very 

satisfied with the manner in which Pauline has 

• « 

behaved ; she ought not to fear death, since she 
would die gloriously in dying with the army and 
in being of service to her husband. Everything 
1. — 20 
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passes away quickly on earth, except the opinion 
which we leave inscribed in history.” 

Leclerc did not live to receive his brother-in- 
law’s letter. The unfortunate officer had done 
everything that was humanly possible to ensure 
the success of the task entrusted to him, but, 
through no fault of his own, he had failed. With 
the feeble remnant of what had once been a power- 
ful army, it was all that he could do to hold Cap- 
Framjais and a few other coast settlements ; the 
rest of the colony was in the hands of the insur- 
gent blacks. Neither the reinforcements nor the 
money he had confidently expected from France 
arrived, for Napoleon, with the prospect of an 
early renewal of the war with England before 
him, had no mind to spare fresh troops or incur 
further expenditure for an enterprise which was 
already becoming unpopular. Louisiana, his base 
for supplies, failed him, and he had the utmost 
difficulty in provisioning his troops. Finally, he 
learned that some of his principal officers were 
actually negotiating with the enemy. 

On October 22, he was attacked by yellow 
fever, and, though he courageously continued to 
transact business and issue orders for some days, 
worn out as he was by the incessant labours, 
anxieties, and mortifications of the past few 
months, his case was hopeless from the first. On 
October 31, aware that his end was near, he bade 
a tender farewell to Pauline, who had braved the 
danger of contagion and nursed him with un- 
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remitting care, and gave orders that she and her 
little son should be escorted to the lie de la 
Tortue. In the night of November 1-2, he died, 
regfre’ttinsf in his last moments of consciousness 
that he had not been permitted to be of more 
service to his country. 

France lost in Leclerc a brave, capable, and 
honourable soldier, who, at a time when so many 
officers in high command did not hesitate to 
enrich themselves by all kinds of dubious prac- 
tices, had always observed the most scrupulous 
integrity ; and Pauline, a kind and devoted hus- 
band, whose worth she probably appreciated far 
more than her detractors would have us believe. 
So far as her shallow nature was capable of a 
sincere affection, she undoubtedly loved “her 
little Leclerc,” and, if her manner of expressing 
her regard for the dead was somewhat theatrical, 
it was genuine enough. 

Having resolved to transport the general’s 
body to France, she caused it to be embalmed in 
the Egyptian fashion, and wrapped in bandages 
as far as the head, “where the bandage termin- 
ated in a cap enclosing the tresses of Madame 
Leclerc, which she desired should be placed on 
the body, as a token of conjugal love, in exchange 
for those of her husband, which she had asked 
for .” 1 It was then placed in a leaden coffin 

1 Leclerc, as his portraits show, had continued to wear his hair 
long, though many French officers had already had theirs cut short, 
in imitation of the First Consul. 
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enclosed within another of cedar-wood, an ar- 
rangement which, on its arrival in France, gave 
rise, as we shall see, to a ridiculous rumour as 
to the contents of the casket. His heart she 
enclosed in a leaden vase, and this within a gold 
urn, which bore the following inscription : 

"PAULINE BONAPARTE, married to 
General Leclerc, 20 Prairial, Year V, has, en- 
closed within this urn her love, with the heart 
of her husband, whose perils and dangers she 
shared. Her son will not receive this sad and 
precious heritage of his father without receiving 
that of his virtues.” 

Pauline’s preparations for leaving St. Domingo 
were soon completed, and, a week after Leclerc’s 
death, she and her son Dermide sailed for France, 
in the Siuiftsurc} 

The careful researches of M. Frdderic Masson 
have enabled him to dispose of the odious story, 
accepted by M. Turquan, M. d’AImeras, and so 
many other historians, that, during the voyage 
from St. Domingo, Pauline consoled herself for the 
loss of her husband — that husband whose remains 
she was transporting to France — by indulging in 
a liaison with General Humbert — the leader of the 


1 The Swi/isure was an English ship of the line, of 74 guns, 
which, having become separated from Lord Keith’s squadron, had 
been attacked and captured by Gantheaume’s fleet on June 24, 1S01. 
Jdrfime Bonaparte had taken part in this engagement, and had been 
sent on board the Swi/isure to receive the captain’s sword and to 
bring the prize to Toulon. 
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abortive French invasion of Ireland in 1798 — who 
was a fellow-passenger on board the Swift sure. M. 
Masson shows that Humbert, suspected of being 
in communication with the negroes, convicted of 
converting stores intended for the army to his 
own profit, and accused of cowardice, had re- 
ceived orders from Leclerc to leave the colony, 
and had sailed for France on October 17, 1S02, 
a fortnight before the general’s death and three 
weeks prior to Pauline’s departure ! Thus an- 
other edifice of calumny crumbles into dust before 
the unanswerable evidence of fact. 1 

The Swiftsurc reached Toulon on New Year’s 
Day 1S03, but the passengers and crew had to 
submit to a fortnight’s quarantine at the Noza- 
rettes before they were allowed to land. “ I have 
arrived at Toulon after a frightful passage and 
terrible sufferings,” wrote Pauline to the First 
Consul, “and this is, however, the least of my 
misfortunes. I have brought back with me the 

1 Unhappily, however, in the present case, the process of demo- 
lition would appear to be a very gradual one ; for, in a study of 
Humbert, which appeared in la Revolution fran$aisc, July 1906 — 
nine years after M. Masson had published the facts related 
above — we find M. Marcellin Pellet repeating the old slander : 
“She [Pauline] returned to France between the brilliant officer 
[Humbert] and her husband’s coffin. This ‘ return of the ashes ’ 
considerably scandalised public opinion, at an epoch when it was 
not easily scandalised.” 

M. Pellet is of opinion that the charges brought by Leclerc 
against Humbert, which, after investigation by the military authori- 
ties in Paris, led to that officer being cashiered (January 13, 1803), 
were merely a pretext “ to dishonour a Republican general of 
whom one desired to get rid, and to avenge the conjugal honour 
of General Leclerc.” 
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remains of my poor Leclerc. Pity the poor 
Paulette, who is very unhappy.” 

The writer did not exaggerate her condition, 
which was certainly such as to deserve compas- 
sion. Not only did she find herself, at the age 
of twenty-two, bereft of an excellent husband, 
whom she had loved as much as it was in her 
nature to love any one ; but her health had 
suffered severely from the climate of the tropics 
and the trials through which she had passed. 
Never having completely recovered from her 
first confinement, she had been attacked while 
in St. Domingo by “a serious complaint which 
always pursued her ," 1 and which rendered walk- 
ing and travelling extremely trying ; and, at the 
moment of her arrival in France, it was causing her 
acute suffering. Moreover, she had had, for some 
time, a painful ulcer on one of her hands, which 
taxed all the skill of the Paris physicians before 
it disappeared, and which returned at intervals . 2 
Finally, she had suffered so much from sea-sick- 
ness that she does not seem to have quitted her 
cabin during the entire voyage. 

Napoleon, who had already been informed of 
the death of Leclerc, by a vessel bearing de- 
spatches which had preceded the Swiftsure, 
sent one of his aides-de-camp to Toulon to 
meet Pauline and to escort her to Paris, so soon 
as she had complied with the quarantine regula- 

1 Madame de R&nusat, MSmoires. 

2 Duchesse d’Abrantfes. Mimatres. 
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tions. At the same time, he gave orders that 
honours which had never before been rendered 
to a general who had lost his life on active 
service were to be paid to his brother-in-law’s 
remains. The Monilcuv of Nivose 19 (January 9, 
1803) contained an announcement that “the First 
Consul would go into mourning and wear it for 

O O 

ten days ” ; and his example was followed by all 
the Ministers and the chief State officials ; while 
the bishops were invited to celebrate Requiem 
Masses in their cathedrals and to vie with one 
another in the eloquence of their funeral orations. 
On January 27, the coffin of Leclerc was removed 
from the Swiftsurc to another vessel, which con- 
veyed it to Marseilles, the citadel of which the 
deceased general had formerly commanded. It 
was received by the garrison under arms and by 
all the civic functionaries in their robes of office, 
while cannon fired salutes and the bells of the 
churches were tolled. Then, guarded by a 
mounted escort, under the command of a briga- 
dier-general, it was conveyed to Montgobert, 
where Leclerc had expressed a wish to be in- 
terred, receiving in every town through which it 
passed similar honours to those it had received at 
Marseilles. 

The passage of the funeral cortege , however, 
excited little interest or sympathy among the 
general public, who showed not the slightest 
desire to imitate the example of the Consular 
Court and go into mourning; and, if Napoleon 
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had hoped, by this means, to arouse the nation 
and the army from the apathy with which they 
regarded colonial enterprises, he must have been 
sadly disappointed. The only remarks made were 
not of a nature to afford the First Consul much 
satisfaction, and it was just as well that they did 
not reach his ears. Unaware that the cedar- wood 
coffin enclosed another of lead, and observing the 
difficulty of transporting it, people declared their 
belief that it did not contain a corpse at all, but 
was the repository for the treasures which Pauline 
had brought from St Domingo and desired to 
conceal from curious eyes ; and it was in the 
midst of absurd Vumours such as these that the 
remains of poor Leclerc were borne to their last 
resting-place. 

As for Pauline, the quarantine regulations and 
the delicate state of her health necessitated her 
remaining at Toulon for nearly a month, and it 
was not until the end of January that she set 
out for Paris. At Lyons, she remained for three 
days, as the guest of Joseph Fesch, who, on the 
re-establishment of the Catholic religion, had 
returned to his sacred duties, and had lately been 
consecrated Archbishop of Lyons ; after which, 
she resumed her journey to the capital, where she 
arrived on February 1 1. 
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Elisa purchases the Hotel Maurcpas — Chateaubriand becomes her 
protege — Her conduct in the affair of the Due d’Enghien — 
She intervenes’ on behalf of the Royalists compromised in the 
conspiracy of Cadoudal and Pichcgru — Caroline in Italy — Her 
husband is appointed Governor of Paris — Enviable position 
of the Murats — The Hotel Thdlusson — Calculating conduct 
of Caroline — An abominable calumny — Machinations of Caro- 
line to prevent the First Consul’s adoption of Louis Bonaparte’s 
little son, Napoleon Charles, as his heir- — Napoleon and Achille 
Murat. 

I N the autumn of 1802, Napoleon granted 
filisa an annual allowance of 60,000 francs. 
This made her altogether independent of the 
hospitality of Lucien. Nevertheless, she con- 
tinued to reside at the Hotel de Brienne until 
early in the following spring, when she pur- 
chased, from the family of Moreton-Chabrillan, 
the Flotel Maurepas, in the Rue de la Chaise, 
Faubourg Saint-Germain, an imposing mansion 
— almost a palace— -with spacious apartments, a 
large courtyard, and an extensive garden. 

Elisa was now a very important personage 
indeed, and Prosper de Barante, who came about 
this time to pay his respects, in fulfilment of the 
promise he had made her some time before, 
“ found her very much more the great lady than 
when they had walked together in the streets of 

3*3 
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Carcassonne.” However, she received him very 
graciously, and would no doubt have interested 
herself in his future, had not the youth been of 
too independent a nature to enroll himself among 
her courtiers . 1 

But these she had in abundance, and “she 
took more pleasure than ever in seeing the cele- 
brated litterateurs of the time crowd into her 
salon,” where our friend Fontanes held sway, by 
the authority of his brilliant poetic aureole. 
M. de Chateaubriand, Esmenard, Arnault, 
Andrieux, and many other poets were very 
assiduous visitors at my sister’s .” 2 

Next to Fontanes, Chateaubriand stood highest 
in the lady’s favour ; a position which it is prob- 
able that he owed quite as much to Iilisa’s 
appreciation of his high-flown compliments as to 
her admiration of his genius. She was “ always 
adorable,” “ the beautiful and excellent protec- 
tress,” “ the best of women,” “ the most noble of 
protectresses,” and so forth. At a fete given by 
Caroline, at Neuilly, she presented the author of 
le Gdnie du Chris tianisme to the First Consul, and 
subsequently informed him that the great man 
had “ found pleasure in his conversation,” though 
Chateaubriand assures us that Napoleon had done 
all the talking, and that he himself had not had 
an opportunity of opening his lips. However, 
for the moment, he had undoubtedly created a 

1 Baron de Barante, Souvenirs. 

2 Th Jung, Lucicn Bonaparte ct scs Mimotres. 
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favourable impression, and when, in April 1 803, 
Joseph Fcsch, who had now blossomed into a 
cardinal, was sent to Rome as French Ambas- 
sador, • Elisa obtained for him the post of First 
Secretary of Legation. 

But the Ambassador and his secretary did not 
agree — in fact, they were soon at daggers drawn — 
and the latter succeeded in making his Eminence 
the laughing-stock of Rome. Not content with 
this, he drew up and despatched to the First 
Consul a most imprudent memoir, in which he 
accused his chief of incapacity, parsimony, and 
almost of treason. Napoleon was highly indig- 
nant that a returned dmigrd, and a man whose 
appointment had only been conferred upon him 
as a special favour, should dare to bring such 
charges against his uncle. But Iilisa defended 
her protdgd energetically and maintained him at 
Rome, even after his adventure with the fair 
Madame de Beaumont, with whom his relations 
were perhaps less platonic than the Mdmoires 
d' Outre-Tombe have represented them. Finally, 
when M. de Chateaubriand began to weary of 
Rome, she persuaded the First Consul to send 
him as French representative to the little republic 
of the Valais, with the title of Ambassador, which 
must have aroused no small amusement in diplo- 
matic circles, though, doubtless, very gratifying 
to the distinguished author’s vanity. 

However, almost on the eve of Chateau- 
briand’s departure for Switzerland, all Paris was 
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cause of his hurried journey, but his true motive 
seems to have been the necessity of justifying 
himself from the attacks of his enemies in Italy, 
who had accused him of accepting bribes from 
candidates for office under the new constitution, 
and of having planned visits to Rome and Naples 
“ merely to reap a harvest of presents." These 
charges would appear to have been but too well 
founded, since Napoleon, we are assured, “fell 
into a violent passion with his brother-in-law.” 
However, thanks in a great measure to the 
efforts of Caroline, who, at the beginning of 
April, gave a superb fete to the First Consul at 
Neuilly, he eventually forgave him, and accorded 
him permission to pay the proposed visits to 
Rome and Naples, where the harvest of presents 
was duly reaped, and included “a beautiful 
cameo of the value of 3,000 piastres” and “a 
sabre with its hilt set with diamonds.” 

On April 25, Caroline gave birth to her second 
child — a daughter, who received the names of 
Marie Letizia Josephine Annunciade. Josephine 
was to have stood godmother, but, for some un- 
known reason, the ecclesiastical ceremony never 
took place. At the beginning of October, she 1 
accompanied her husband, who had passed all 
the summer in Paris, to Milan, where she was 
received with every honour by the authorities of 
the Italian Republic. 

Caroline’s second sojourn in Italy, which lasted 
some ten months, was marked by little which is 
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when the Empire was proclaimed. Itlisa and 
Caroline — Madame Bonaparte and Pauline^were 
still in Italy — had been in a condition of feverish 
anxiety for days past, and, though both were, as 
a rule, particularly skilful in dissimulating their 
feelings, their agitation of mind- was, on this 
occasion, beyond their power to conceal, and 
aroused no small amusement. Since they did not 
dare to speak to Napoleon on the subject, they 
had recourse to Talleyrand and Fouchd, whom 
they overwhelmed with questions concerning the 
Emperor’s intentions with regard to the ladies of 
his family. The two Ministers, however, pro- 
fessed ignorance of their master’s projects, but 
inclined to the belief that, though Josephine would' 
certainly receive the title of Empress, hers would 
be the only new qualification ; and J oseph and 
Louis, whom they also interrogated, were of the 
same opinion. 

At length, the great day arrived. Cambacdres, 
the President of the Senate, came to Saint-Cloud, 
at the head of that body, and proclaimed the First 
Consul Emperor of the French, giving him, for 
the first time, the title of “ Your Majesty,” which 
Napoleon accepted as coolly as though he had 
borne it all his life. The Senate then proceeded 
to Josephine’s apartments, and proclaimed her 
Empress, in her turn. 

In the evening, there was a grand dinner, to 
which all the members of the Imperial Family 
and the chief officers of State were invited. J ust 
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before dinner was announced, Duroc, the Grand 
Marshal of the Palace, made the circuit of the 


room and informed each guest that the title of 
Prince was to be given to Joseph and Louis 
Bonaparte, and that of Princess to their wiyes. 


It is easy to conceive the feelings with which 
Caroline and lilisa received this communication. 


They had schooled themselves to accept the 
“Majesty” of Josdphine; but they had never 
imagined that Julie and Hortense, who were not 
“ of the Blood,” were to receive titles which were 


to be denied to themselves. It was a monstrous 


injustice, a shame, an infamy ! But, let us listen 
to the account which Madame de Rdmusat, one of 
those present on this important occasion, has left 
us of what followed : 


“ Madame Baciocchi and Madame IVIurat ap- 
peared highly displeased at the distinction made 
between them and their sisters-in-law. Madame 
Murat, in particular, could hardly conceal her dis- 
pleasure. Towards six o’clock, the Emperor 
appeared and began, without the least embarrass- 
ment, to salute each one present by his or her 
title. He was in good spirits, and, I think, 
enjoyed the slight confusion into which the new 
ceremonial threw us. The Empress was, as 
usual, amiable and perfectly at her ease ; Joseph 
and Louis seemed pleased ; Madame Joseph 
resigned to anything that might be required of 
her ; Madame Louis, equally submissive ; while 
Eugene de Beauharnais was simple and natural, 
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and entirely free from ambition or discontent. 
This was not the case with Murat, the newly- 
created marshal, but bis fear of his brother-in- 
law obliged him to restrain himself, and he 
maintained a sullen silence. As for Madame 
Murat, she was a prey to the most violent 
mortification, and, during dinner, was so little 
mistress of her feelings that, on hearing the 
Emperor address Madame Louis several times as 
‘ Princess,' she could not restrain her tears. She 
gulped down large glasses of water in her en- 
deavours to recover herself and to appear to be 
taking something, but her tears always conquered 
her. Every one was embarrassed, and her 
brother smiled maliciously. For my part, I was 
astonished and even shocked to see her pretty 
young face disfigured by emotion arising from so 
mean a passion as envy. ... No one could 
pity her tears, and, I think, they impressed 
every one else as disagreeably as they im- 
pressed me. 

“ Madame Baciocchi, who was older and more 
mistress of herself, shed no tears ; but she 
assumed a brusque and sarcastic tone, and treated 
the dames du palais with marked hauteur. The 
Emperor became annoyed at last, and aggravated 
the ill-humour of his sisters by indirect taunts, 
which wounded them to the quick. All that 
I witnessed in the course of that memorable day 
gave me new notions of the effect produced by 
ambition on minds of a certain order. It was 
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a spectacle of which I could have formed no 
previous conception .” 1 

The number of persons present on this occa- 
sion, of course, prevented the indignant ladies 
from giving vocal expression to their sentiments ; 
but on the following day, after dinner, there was 
a violent scene, in Josephine’s boudoir, between 
the Emperor and Caroline, whose angry voices 
penetrated into the adjoining salon, where the 
dames da palais were sitting. “ Madame Murat 
burst into complaints, tears, and reproaches ; she 
inquired why he desired to condemn her and her 
sisters to obscurity and contempt, while strangers 
were loaded with honours and dignities. Napo- 
leon, who could not bear any criticism of his acts, 
replied that lie was master and would distribute 
honours as he pleased. ‘ To listen to you,’ he 
observed ironically, ‘one would imagine that 
I had robbed you of the inheritance of the late 
king, our father ! ’ The discussion ended by 
Madame Murat sinking to the floor in a swoon, 
overcome by her excessive anger and by the 
bitterness of her brother’s reproaches.” There- 
upon Napoleon’s wrath vanished, and when restora- 
tives had been applied and his sister had recovered 
consciousness, he promised to reconsider the 
matter. Talleyrand and Cambacdres were sent 
for, and the following morning a notice inserted 
in the Moniteur informed the world that the title 
of Imperial Highness was to be given not only 

1 Mintoires. 


I. — 24 
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to the Emperor’s brothers and their wives, but to 
his Majesty's sisters -also. 

Having been metamorphosed into Imperial 
Highnesses, one would have imagined that the 
Emperor's sisters would have been, for a time, 
content, but such was far from being the case. 
Scarcely had the question of their own position 
been settled than that of their husbands demanded 
consideration. The regulations of the new Court, 
modelled on those of the old regime, divided the 
Imperial apartments at the Tuileries and Saint- 
Cloud into several reception-rooms. The room 
nearest the Emperor’s cabinet was called the 
Salon des Princes, and to this none but the 
Princes and Princesses of the Blood possessed 
the cntrte. One day, at Saint-Cloud, Murat 
attempted to enter, but was stopped by the 
Chamberlain, M. de Rdmusat, who courteously 
informed him that he had not the right of ad- 
mission. As this incident took place in the 
presence of a number of persons, some of whom, 
we may be sure, did not attempt to conceal their 
amusement at the marshal’s discomfiture, Murat 
was highly indignant, and Caroline no less so. 
Both inveighed in the strongest terms against 
the “ affront ” which had been put upon them ; 
and, although poor Rdmusat was hot responsible 
for the orders which he had received, and had 
executed them with scrupulous courtesy, since 
they were already prejudiced against both him 
and his wife, on account of their attachment to 
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Josephine, they conceived for him, from that 
moment, the most implacable enmity. 

Having once tested Iter influence over her 
brother, Caroline was not inclined to submit to 
her husband being denied a prerogative which 
reflected on her own importance ; and, though 
Napoleon resisted for a time, the tyranny of tears 
eventually prevailed, and both Murat and Baci- 
occhi were given the ailn'c . 

As Murat had been made a marshal, it was 
necessary to do something for Baciocchi, in order 
to pacify Elisa. In 1803, Edlix had been given 
the command of the 26th demi-brigade of light 
infantry, but “he had not even troubled to dis- 
simulate his military incapacity,” and had more- 
over neglected his duties to such an extent, that 
when any of his officers desired promotion or 
other favours, they were in the habit of writing 
to Paris to beg Elisa to intercede for them with 
her brother. To promote him to the rank of 
general, which was what his wife desired, was 
obviously out of the question ; and so Napoleon 
caused him to be elected a Senator, with a salary 
of 25,000 francs, which had the two-fold advan- 
tage of pleasing Elisa and necessitating Baciocchi’s 
retirement from the army. 

Elisa and Caroline naturally did not fail to 
represent to Napoleon that the allowances which 
had been considered sufficient for the sisters of 
the First Consul were altogether inadequate to 
support the dignity of Princesses of the Blood, 
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and accordingly, towards the end of June, these 
were raised from 1 20,000 francs a year to 240,000 
francs ; while, at the same time, the former, 
whose husband was much less wealthy than 
Murat, was accorded a gratification of an addi- 
tional 240,000 francs. As for Pauline, she had, 
for the present, to be content with the pleasure 
her vanity derived from being a princess in her 
own right, since Napoleon had not yet forgiven 
her for the deceit she had practised upon him in 
the previous autumn. 

Of the women of the family, Madame Bona- 
parte alone remained to be considered, and her 
case presented a problem of no little perplexity. 
Although Letizia had disapproved of Napoleon 
assuming the Crown, and is said to have even 
endeavoured to dissuade him from such a step, 
now that the Empire was an accomplished fact, 
she was determined to insist upon her relation- 
ship to the new monarch receiving adequate 
recognition ; and her pride was deeply wounded 
when she learned that her sons were princes, and 
her daughters and daughters-in-law princesses, 
while her name had not even been mentioned. The 
flames of her discontent were fanned by Lucien, 
furious at finding how completely his own claims 
had been ignored, and, at length, she became so 
convinced that Napoleon intended to deny her the 
honours and emoluments which she considered 
to be legitimately hers, that her health was 
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seriously aftcciod, and even the news that the 
Emperor had raised her allowance from 10,000 to 
15,000 francs a month afforded her but momentary 
relief. At the beginning of July, she left Rome 
to join Pauline at Bagni di Lticca, but, before 
starting, she appears to have instructed Fcsch, who 
had lately joined the office of Grand Almoner of 
Prance, with a salary of .jo.ooo francs, to his other 
dignities, to write to the Emperor and expostulate 
with him in regard to his treatment of his mother, 
although Baron Larrcy is of opinion that the 
cardinal undertook the task on his own initiative. 
Any way, he addressed to Napoleon the following- 
letter : 

20 Mcssidor, Year XII 

(Jitfy 9» 1804) 

Sire, — In spite of the occupations of your Im- 
perial Majesty, I believe it to be my duty to 
speak to you for a moment of your mother and 
her position. 

Your mother has started for the waters of 
Lucca. Her health is undermined by moral 
affections, rather than by any physical indis- 
position. I have remarked that her malady is 
aggravated every time that she sees a courier 
arrive without letters for her. She was greatly 
distressed to learn, from the gazettes, the advent 
of the Empire. She has been very much affected 
at not receiving any 'special courier during the 
three months she has spent at Rome. She is 
under the impression that your Imperial Majesty 
prefers all the family to her. These grievous 
reflections weaken her health and arrest all the 
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benefits which she ought to expect from the 
journey, the climate, and the remedies which she 
is taking. I have done everything for her, and I 
have neglected nothing to quiet her apprehen- 
sions and to render her stay in Rome agreeable 
to her. But all my efforts have been frustrated 
by the illness of Madame Clary, who understands 
so well how to influence'her. 

Your mother is ambitious for a title, a settled 
position. She is distressed that some persons 
call her “Majesty” and “Empress Mother,” and 
that others only give her the title of “Imperial 
Highness,” which her daughters bear. She is 
impatient to learn what you have decided upon. 
She no longer desires to return to Rome ; she 
anticipates that your Imperial Majesty will 
summon her to Paris before the end of August, 
the time when she intends leaving Lucca . 1 

After reading this letter, Napoleon, who had 
never had any intention of placing his mother 
in an inferior position to her daughters and 
daughters-in-law, and had merely postponed the 
consideration of her claims owing to the difficulty 
of deciding what title she ought to bear, felt that 
something must he done to satisfy her without 
delay. The question, however, was most per- 
plexing. To find a situation at all analogous to 
the present one — that is to say, the case of a king 
of France whose mother, still living, had not 
been queen — it was necessary to go back to the 
time of Francois I and Louise of Savoy. That, 

1 Lcttrcs du Cardinal Fesck , Bibliotheque Nationalc, published 
by Baron Larrey, 
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however, sufficed to convince him of the mon- 
strous absurdity of his mother’s pretensions to be 
known as Empress- Mother and Majesty — for it 
is evident from Pesch’s letter that it was upon 
these high-sounding titles that she had set her 
heart. Louise of Savoy, at the time of her son’s 
accession, had been merely Comtesse d’Angou- 
leme, and, notwithstanding the fact that she 
acted as Regent during Francois I’s campaign 
in Italy and during his captivity in Madrid, she 
was never given the title of Queen. The only 
promotion she received was the erection of the 
county of Angoulemc into a duchy, and as 
“ Madame d’ Angoulemc ” she lived and died. 

Since, however, against his better judgment, 
Napoleon had invested his sisters with the titles 
of Princess and Imperial Highness, he could do 
no less for his mother. But here again a diffi- 
culty arose : Madame Bonaparte could not be 
called “ Princess Letizia ” without the risk of her 
being confounded with her daughters, while it 
would, moreover, give her a tinge of juvenility, 
which would be inappropriate. Accordingly, after 
loner discussions with his Master of the Cere- 

O 

monies, Napoleon determined to revive in his 
mother’s favour the title which had been given 
under the Bourbons to the eldest daughter of the 
kins* and to the wife of the king’s eldest brother : 
that of Madame; while, in order to avoid the 
necessity of a change of title in the event of the 
Emperor having a daughter, the designation of 
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“ Mere de Sa Majesti lEmpereur" was' added. 
Napoleon himself never spoke of His mother >' 
otherwise than as Madame , but at the' Court, and! , 
in the country generally, it soon became customary 
to call her Madame Mere , and by that designa-- 
tion she is known to history. < • 

The question of the rank she was to occupy , 
was more easy to determine, and it- was arranged 
that her official place should be at the Emperor’s' 
right hand, and that she should take precedence 
of the Princes, while the Empress was to take her’ _ 
position on his left hand and take precedence of 
the Princesses. 

Finally, came the question of her allowance. „ 
At the end of the previous September — the begin- 
ning of the Republican year — this had been fixed 
at 10,000 francs a month, while, as we have men- 
tioned, it had been subsequently raised to 1 5,000 
francs a month. Napoleon now gave his mother 
a further increase of 10,000 francs, which brought 
her annual official income up to 300,000 francs, 
or 60,000 francs in excess of the sum enjoyed by 
her daughters. As her savings were very con- 
siderable, to say nothing of the sum which Lucien 
had settled upon her on his return from his 
embassy at Madrid, the Emperor fondly imagined 
that this would content her; but the insatiable old 
lady did not long permit it to remain at so low a 
figure. 




